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INTRODUCTION. 



The following sketches were all drawn from life. 
They lay claim to no merit in composition, beyond 
that of offering — so far as they go — a fiedthfol 
delineation of Portuguese manners, customs, and 
character. The author has been careful only in 
observing a rigid adherence to facts ; and to the 
respectable and unprejudiced British residents in 
Portugal who are acquainted, however superfi- 
dally, vrith the habits of the people, he appeals 
with confidence to corroborate the truth of hid 
pictures. 

In apology for the literary defects of the pre* 
sent volume, tiie author has not a syllable to say : 
—except tiiat no one can be more sensible of those 
defects than himselfl But he has ventured to 
believe, that an intimate knowledge of a subject 

a 



VI 



INTRODUCTION. 



might be considered to redeem luimerons imperfec- 
tions of method and style ; and he wiU be forgiven 
for having felt^ that he at least possessed some 
superior qualifications for his tagk, mer writers 
who, after a mere residence of a few months, 
weeks, or even days at Lisbon, have without hesi- 
tation undertaken to describe all the peculiarities 
of the people and country. Xo enable tbp yeadi^ 
^o judge of the opportunities thus enjpyed by th^ 
^uthor^ of long and intimate communication Vith 
jPqrtugueise society, he shall take )eave ta state in 
a. few words the position in. which he stogd with 
th?il nation. . ' . , . 



♦ . i 



r c» 



, V . 



At the age of twenty, ai\d iu ^^ joar 179ai> 
ti^e authpr entere4 the Portuguese- xivil ^ejrvice. 
jan^^coniigiued in it up to 1804 1 when^; unable^ any 
longer to resist the torrent of intrigue to which 
every foreigner in that service is subjected, he 

quitted for a tima both his adopti?d country and 
profession* But, in 1809, an advantageous situa- 
tion being offered to him in the victualling de- 
p^rtmei\t. of thp British r army theii in Portugal, 
he. returned to^that kji^gdom, with advantages 






CSTEODtJCTION,: hrit 

ptasessod by few of his nation:— a good know** 
ledge of the language and the pec^le. It is princi-^ 
pally from the later experience of thb i;eeond 
Residence df many yearai — ^whieh laminated onl/ 
at a jre^eSnt period^ — that he has attempted to 
descHbe the state of society in PprtugaL The 
disgust wee provoked m his mind hy unjnsfe 
treM^ment has long subsided ; and he is coiisdout 
rather of partiality for, than prejudice againsi^; 
the Portuguese and their country. 

". • • - • . . •• 

. To most of the scenes mentioned, the author 

was himself an eye witness ;-• ^but all of them are 

either in themselves so well known in the country^ 

or must at least be so familiarly recognized there 

as characteristic, thxit the author feels, however 
extraordinary some of his descriptions may appear^ 

questioned. But if the reader be sceptical^ let 
him refer to any one who has resided in PortugaL 

• - .... 

As the author had at first no other intention 
than t)iat ef illustrating his few drawings by short 
MS. notices, the volume, into ,which these have 

a 2 
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CHAPTER I. 



COSTUMES OF LISBON, 



As the nature of the following sketches does not 
restrict me to the observance of any particular 
arrangement, I shall indulge my caprice by at 
ontie setting my reader down in the streets of 
Lisbon^ and introducing him to the group in the 
^mpanying plate. In describing these goodly 
p^rsonages^ I shall take them in the order in which 
they standi from left to right, with the exception 
of the monk, whom I shall speak of lastly, having 
ttiote than one word to say about him and his fra- 
ternity. 

'^- The woman, who is sitting cross-legged holding 
6 distiiff and spindle in her left hand, and fanning 
Rer earthen stove (fogareiro) with her right, is 
A chesnutrroasting damsel, in the vicinity of whose 
^Nost are generally to be seen some lounging gal- 
legos waiting there for employment, owing to the 
&cility offered them of lighting their segars at her 
coal fire. There is nothing very particular to be 
nid respecting these females, further than that no 
people in the world roast chesnuts half so well. 

b2 



4 MARINE SOLDIER. 

The soldier, who is seen igniting his paper- 
wrapped segar^ belongs to the corps of marines. 
They are the most unsoldier-like troops in the 
country, the privates being composed chiefly of the 
scum of Lisbon : undersized, puny, awkward-look- 
ing fellows, who have been rejected in the enlist- 
ments made for the fine corps of the line. Neither 
their uniform nor tactics underwent any change 
during the late war, owing to their never having 
been under that influence which worked such 
wonders of amelioration in the army. They can 
nevertheless boast of having amongst them several 
officers of no small merit: particularly colonel the 
Chev. F • • • • , a man of excellent abilities and of 
highly cultivated mind, to whom Portugal, and I 
may say the whole of civilized Europe, is indebted 
for the best surveys of the coast of that country. 
I have also learned from an officer, who formerly 
was personally acquainted with the chevalier, that 
he has very properly been entrusted with the di- 
rection of the studies of the college of nobles, and. 
with the charge of the military archives of the 
country. . 

Next in scenic order to the marine, comes the 
gallego (water-carrier) : a class of people so much 
extolled by many of our coimtrjrmen who have 
visited Lisbon, for their great honesty and general 
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good cbacacteh Had this eulogy been attempted 
in anjr other 'maimer than by drawing comparisons 
betwixt them and the lower orders of Portuguese, 
I should have said nothing to the ccmtraty ; bat 
aJSr it has been done to the great injury a&d d^re- 
mtha of the latter, I shall endeavour to shew, 
thatif tiie Portuguese rabble have their vices, they 
vb not likely to improve by the importation of 
thdr^GaUidan neighbours, who are perhaps less 
squeatruyh in the commission of enormous crimed 
than ihe natives themselves* Lest I should be 
suspected of saying this, merely for the sake of 
contradicting those who have lauded them to the 
skies^ I dhall. proceed to cite a few instances in 
slipport of what I have advanced, and shall more^ 
Over shew that the humility which they all exhibit 
in public, even when insulted and maltreated, is 
notibiog more than the effect of their servile occu-* 
nations, and that they are in reality as vindictive 
L « choleric in thir t«nper«Jt « m«ti.^ 
habitants of warm clunates. 
. . They have been described as executing with 
unequalled fidelity and exactness, whatever busi- 
ness they may be employed in: I agree p^ectly 
ivith their eulogists, and will add that they are 

very devout catholics. 

*. ■ • 

.A g^ego was sent for by a fidalgo, who awarQ 
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of his fidefity^ ' nnbiurthehed fais mind ta lifak 'by. 
saying that a certain individtial was ofaoosi^na to 
)nm» The goodniatured gallego understood the 
hint i the fn(se agreed; ppon was a meidorer ^d 
Senhor Mendez ded^red thsA his exoeUeaey^ 
memydia^ not witness die setting of the mia 
Th^ fidalgo mse from his seat, :^a(ibraced his Gal^ 
lieii^ tnimA with r^pture^ and iniiisted or im 
{)iBirtaldng of some '^ vacca cotfi arros^ on wiiidi 
he was just dining. 'Meiidess reecnied mtji hmrm 
ut the proposition^ and exclaimed^ ^^ Your exoel^ 
1&[i(iy httle knows my principlesi if jbe ocmceives^nM 
Capable of eating beef on a Friday.** • > 

i : I was walking one day through the larg^ (to 
Gorpo Santo, and obs^nred a multitude of people 
Stopping their, noses with their handkerchiefii, and 
looking towards a comer house, under the wiiH 
dows (rf which the police had placed a line of 
burning pitch barrels, with a view of purifying the 
air, which was strongly impregnated with the 

miasma arising from the carcase of an unfortunate 

• ► • ■» 

foreign charlatan, the soi-disant Baron de R. It 
appeared that his/aithful gallego, together with 
a soldier of the — regiment, had been employed 
to murder him for the moderate price of about a 
pound sterling each. They were soon detected; 
and as soon liberated, by the interest of a female 



OR WATBR-CiJUtlEIlS. " 

MlatiM of tiie kttor, who was • J^tvuflteeai cf 

^t A feir years preridm to tiie orgaiUMtioft of i^ 
i^U0e 'dffviAry-«ad kafimtvy by the Count deN#* 
lim^Oih 4^l(^^'gRWt merit, atid wfaois «t tby 
nbmMit 1k^^ ifi^a coriMr <tf Brittabyv tfc^^kietsft 
by^^^tlioto'^f wbom lie dtesei^es a better fectna^ 
piiiyie)'like Birail^ eobtmitted at ifi 

lM»tf]^ of 4lie day eKcked an order of gOi^artmieii^ 
fHMlAiitkig t^e eaivyiiig about A^y species of msBAf 
andempoWerk^ the (svU patrols to "Stc^ and 
^toitaidOr as luifird^rers ainy who shodd be fowid to 

tfaislaw* . :; . I 

tm&rtunate wsstt of good femily^ retiurmng 
Hmn^'froni pkying aitd>ber of ca^o^ Kady own^ 
to the loneliness of his Toad^ provide Imnsetf wi& 
airapier, which he took care to hide under his ea^ 
pote. He had proceeded about half way^ when 
fie was attacked 1^ one of those pests of the Lith 
bon streets^ a large dog; He naturaHy drew his 
sword in self-defence^ and sheathed it in his ene^ 
my^s entruls. At thatf uiducky moment^ the jpa* 
trdi appeared at &e ccmiei' of tl^ istreet ; and 
the gentleman^ apprdiending the consequences of 
bdoig found with arms upon him^ hastened to 
conceal' Imnseif. The guardians of the nighty o1v> 
Berrii^^me who liad the appearance cf wishing to 
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slunk into a cpmd0r> groped alxMUt in the 4arki 
and ascended^ the staii^case tp tiiie j&rat floors wltere 
he found a dowupon t^e jar 'Which gaire way jMf 
hisiwch. Extreme fear pronpi^ted him to ev^tQiP 
the fOpm. and cOnc^ hiin3elf :i|i: a !^»tier;<if it^ 
Inihe meant^hile >t^e pjE^trol had provided tii^e^M 
4elyf)9 Ivith n knthPrti and foUowpd .hiis^ ItKYtet^ 
^ his hiding ]^ajce> whpre 1:0 their mut^a^ hprr«Hr» 
and jtP; hi# Utter ^Qstemi^tiQil, ^ murdered i|?9^faui|l^ 
wa^ discovered in hed itt Acwuer ^ the.ro<»Q* ; ; 
^ PresuiDifljve 0Yid0Qce was so strong agai^^ 
him^ being found there with a blopdy sWc^rd uildc^ 
his clpak^ that no(twiths:tanduig' eyer; edSS^ was 
jDoadp^by hisi friends, to save Jum; be (having .na 
fm^ relation Pn footings of intimaqy with aQjf 
i^nfessor) was executed. A few years afterwards 
a ga^e^o, on the point of death in the hospital of 
jS. Jose, acknowledged being the real murd^er^^ 
and that he had been hired for the purpose at th^ 
jusual price. : ' 

. . One more instance may not perhaps be thpught 
too much (out of a thousand I could cite) to shew 
the zeal and use^ness of gallegos, whatever h^ 
their allotted task. An individual, who had 
amassed a good fortune in the Goa and Mozam- 
b^u? tradcj was living in the capital with a ^^7 



OR WATER-^GAHRIERS. W 

Jf^t^. 9^oin6ii; 'but her jdiaMis x^eaong to: have 
tJusii: wotit^ influence over his heart, he paid Jm 
a4dr^8^es tQ a youidg lady in that quarter of lAi^ 
ibcm called the Mi^^dakna. Every arrangemeiit 
fftaa made for his marriage with the new object 4Kf 
Jbis ;a&cti0ns, and the day was even appointed ; 
]pBt ctt the^e of ii^ the mulatto, actuated by Ae 
l^ODgost. jealottsjfi; f hired a gallego, who, fori 
wWajaSi of five moidorea, agreed to eet fire to tfa^ 
ytmg Mdes house/ which he effected very ete. 
5^1^. f ; But the orcumstance whichiniofilr aato^ 
x^^hed.the neighbours was, tibat thie fistmilies dora.<« 
]^ng the first and second floors, had full time to 
jisve ' fhemselves and even nuule ev^ effort to 
awaken th^ fellow lodgers above stairs, but VFilsb» 
mJit effect : whence it was naturally ui£Brred tiiat 
^ good gallego, from motives of pure humanity^ 
|md to spaire the mother, daughter, and maid* 
servant the pains of burning, had begun his work 
by cutting all their throats. This man died ako 
in an hospital ; but obtained absolution, having 
pn>ted lliat he had applied one moidore of the 
^Euoney thus earned, in causing masses to be said 
Ipr the souls of his victims, I have one word more 
to say on the subject of thejbrbearance of the 
gallegos ; and then I hope to have done widi that 
islfliisis for the present. 



to GALLEGOfi. 

c :/0n 4 Wiiiti^s tiight in 1818^ at ^e raoA^itt 
mikGR the amusements at the theatre of Boa Hwa 
weie judt^eaded> and th^ spectators were retum^ 
k^iimao^.ja ipan addressed a gaUego^ mrho WM 
widin^ towards hm aisegar m his moalJii 

pjid iequested permiseion v to light ib»« with 14 
SQie/wateHrneichaxit' obstinately refused him Ai 
fevni^ ^which sq incensed the^ Fortugne^^e ^tfaat iia 
gibre.him a slap in the face ; upon whidi ike for* 
bearii^ .g^ego drew Ins knife and thrust it isA^ 
his unarmed antagonist's beUy. I saw him -lying 
dead in the Belemnsquare guard^room on tiie< JG»U 
louring morning. An old veteran serjeant : <uh|1^ 
manding t}ie guards piquing himself upon his-ex^ 
perience^Ui matters of sword wounds, had at* 
tempibed to ccmsole the poor creature witik asj»UM> 
ances of ^' Nad he nada" (it is nothing); th^ 
poking in the protruded intestines with his finger^ 
he stitched up the hole with a needle and thread $ 
but without effect^ the principal intestine having 
been divided. After this I trust that gallegos 
will be allowed to find their own level in society^ 
and cease to be extolled at the expense of those^ 
in whose country they find emplojnnent and sup* 
port. 

. Our group in the balcony will require very 
little to be said about it. The occupation wUch 
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we iJiere otwenre is a firrorite <me 3BidtIi botK 
mxm (of the lower and irnddlin^ ordera) but fUfi 
iSksdIbuAy vnth the fair, who r^ard it as x>iie «C 
tlii giieatest posedUe luxurieg ; and young daU 
dbMl in often se^i'practisii^it on dogs and^cati^ 
1lfy^,af: of af^renticesfaipi* The woman^«t^ thir 
A(fOi <tf the tenda, ^r grocer's shop, isof.tiie lower 
fffHeti stud is <»dled a tend^ra*^ Her stodk in 
trade connsts eUefly of bacalhad (salt £fib) ^ 
iraie, cheese, strings of garlic, &c*: <^late yeaift 
some ei her class sell tea, butmustard is still ovif 
to be found in the apolhecariefi^ shops. 
'• The man who, in a stooping posture^ diipbyi 
to the tendeira the fish in his baskets, is a sol<Ue» 
of the regular infantry, who having paid one of 
his comrades to mount guard in his stead, is per^ 
mitted to follow the ayocation, by which he earned 
his living previous to his enlistment. This cus- 
tom, truly Portuguese in its origin, has not been 
found at all prejudicial to discipline, and has this 
advantage, that the common soldiers are alwajrs 
in good circumstances even when the treasury is 
tmable to pay regularly ; whereas the officers; 
most of whom are said to have very little fortune 
besides their miKtary apppintments, are often re^ 
diiced to great straits. I have even been assured by 
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indifidiiaLs who have served in ike late Portuguese 
army.that^ on some occasions^ they have been aa. 
inuch as a twelvemonth in arrears,. Nbtwitthf 
»t»dmg this/ both officers and men are invariaWj^ 
^sx^eaedingly wellrdressed^ andhave the most: imiik 
tial cted soldi^-like appearance. However great 
the- distress occasiohed by the retlEurdment of pay^ 
no office was ever, known to descend from JiiscfigH 
jlity to the commission of a dishonorable aejiJim; 
Indeed J never heard or knew of an instaixeeiiof 
irMndUng ihthat army :-^aye one, when th^cb^ 
lain of a corps absconded: with a mule belonging 
to 4 friend of mine. This, however, I must con- 
fess did no[t much surprise me ; hebemgamonk> 
and 'hating moreover been some years ago susr 
pended for a time from saying mass, for having 
tnurdeored a cadet of infantry, whom he had over-^ 
heard extolling his mistress, 
: The man who, next to the soldier, is walking 
pffwith a discontented look and gesture, is an 
Ilhavo fisherman, or retaUer of fish ; but as an 
amiable authoress has lately described the Ilhavos 
as interesting in their appearance and classic in 
their dress, I shall content myself with referring 
the reader to the representation both of their cos* 
tume and figure, which I trust (having beep 
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^rsifhr from nature) will enable ' eieiy one to form 
liid^oVhi opinioitof them : thefceTtimtf kre^ gcM 
li^riiUyi^peaking^Terjr fine men. ' . -^ 

' >'I fear I ishall create disgust^ if I enter into -it 
d0fiiciiption> of the class to which the hero on ilMf 
right belongs. It is a numerous class -incleed hi 
I^Hl^ii'; hat lesd numerous and ftir less insolent 
tilan tl^ thousands who infest our high roadd. itf 
itA» dase I am inclined to take the part of thepocH^ 
M^ii beggar : he lives entirely by the charity of 
tBStUl passengers; he has no parisk to look fc^ 
for^i^f ; no workhoude, nopoorhouse^ no poor^ 
rfites^ no Lady Bomitiftil in his neighbourhood ttf 
ftisie subscriptions for ^m at the expense of her 
unwilling {riends> and for the building of her owir 
r^fUtatibn for charity. 

' The sYkop door with a green baize curtadn i# 
tlkt of a bari)^r^ who both shaves, cuts hdr; 
bleedil/ applies leeches, and draws te^th. On hid> 
fi^p-door you read *' l^xas boas'* (good leeehes)t[ 
«df ote edidh ^ide of this iiilfcripiicm is -seeii theire^ 
pfesedtatibn of €( jar full of those useful inseet^i 
I'dtt>ie this shop as an exc^ent specimen of every^ 
OM wMcbyou meet- with; not only in the capital 
but all over the country. They are more easily 
discovered than others, owing to the long pro- 
jecting pole much like a flag-stafi^ and which la^ 
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spirally painted red and white. It was long 
before I could make out the meaning of thia 
ensign, but found it at last to represent the white 
^pe bandage used in phlebotomy and the pole 
losAially given to the patient to hold during the 
pperatioii. 

: The above distinguishing mark of barberism is 
not confined to Portugal, but is in general use 
throughout the Peninsula and the continent ; and 
I have been told that it is still to be seen in some 
i^emote places in England : — a fact which I suppose^ 
leaves us at liberty to infer, either that all barbers 
were originally bleeders, or that all surgeons on-* 
g^nally united the depilatory and tonsorial arts ta. 
their other chirurgical operations. ' ^ 

But to return to Portuguese barbers. I recol-: 
kct 'one near Alcantara renowned for his dexte- 
rity 4 and lest what I am about t6 relate should 
i^ppear to any one incredible, I beg leave to apr 
peal to those of my countrymen who may have, 
resided in Lisbon in or about the year 1809 ot: 
1810j in whose m^nory it must be fresh* It 
happefted invariably that when a well dressed niaii 
('^ homem de gravata lavada*'') came into his 



' * Angticfe. A man with a clean neckcloth, alias a gentle ' 
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fd^ to be stUkvedt he would take off his ieadm 
,wcli 9A his bear^A let him down through ihe trap 
49Qr:on which Ihs (^r had be^n purposely plaeed, 
.^04 be. r^y in a tric^ to repeat the operation 
on the next customer^ whilst his wife was oeeot 
{^ in disposing of the patient's ctothes. The 
bficber 0iis Wife being old and i^ly) was in the 
mpA exeeuted ; but she escaped capital puniadbr 
p€|n^ tfy virtue of a decree Kiade by the lata 
^^^ec^motherj forbidding its ii^ction upon fe- 
janks* 

.3 ^Ituguese barbers are like those of every coun^ 
txf^ ^eat retailers of scandal and full of small 
f^lkrV .^^^^S ^^^ customers during the first days 
f]^ 4lie week> they are generally observed sitting; 
ati^i? lounging about their shop doors, playing' 
or rather strumming upon a wire-strung guitar^i 
9^4: scrutinizing the actions of every soul, in theii^ 
np^l^urhood. People addicted to chewing to^ 
haofp/will find it economical to get shaved b;^ 
tbjsmii^y^ad of shaving themselves; for, as thcjyy 
^i^^\JiP^nsA& <^ segars, their thumbs are^ alwfky% 
i^i;(gg|i^:jm tobacco; and thes^ 

^^i|wer fail to introduce into the patients 
IjQOi^j; to produce a protuberance in the cheek/ 
an^ %cilitate the operations 1^ the razor. I hay#: 
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dkb on man)^ occasions admixed t^ic dexterify 
with whick- (when hair-<;utting), they clip ill tw€f, 
ihyriadsi. of light horse> whom they discover gal'*- 
loping through the woody top-knots of their eiuh 
tomers*^/ •> 

f Nowfbr the ruby-nosed celibatory whoidstand* 
ingiimnediately^ under the ensign of *' bom tin- 
hoi'^ he could not have chosen a more appropriate 
t^t to be sketched in, for he and his like are 
dotingly fond of generous potations. Princd 
Waldeck, about the year 1 800, assumed the Condk 
mand in chief of the Portuguese troops at the re- 
quest df the late queen, with a view of restoring 
them to the discipline, in which they are said to 
have 'been under marshal the count de Schom(- 
berg Lippe. The first exclamation which iher 
Prince, uttered on arriving at the spot where the^ 
troops wiere paraded, was (addressing himself tor 
the prince regent), '* Your royal highnesses dol^^ 
diers hiave the mien of friars, and the latter ^hate. 
fliat which the soldiers ought to have." So ■ indL^ 
<h:^et an observation, made in the presence of sonie 
i^onks, the inseparable attendants on Portuguese- 
royalty, produced the effect which might have 
been expected : Prince Waldeck died a few weeks* 
afterwards of the cholic, and was interred in the' 
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jBttglish factory burying ^ound ; where a superb 
pyramidal monument has been erected to hia 
memory. 

► -^ The monk now before us is a ^ Trino'' or one 
irf the Holy Trinity, A nest of friars of this order 
pifiy be seen near the square of Alcantara on the 
Bght hand side coming from Lisbon^ unless they 
Jbdtvse ' since been.hmited out^ as all such vermin 
ought to be. For I have seen them almost in 
opendaLj in full pursuit after dissolute femsdes : 
Buidmifat with a view of confessing them. I waa 
assured by a friend of mine that^ on one occasion, 
Boine foreign merchants^, .who were walking on the 
quay of Sodre, disgusted (as well they might be) 
at »ich conduct in a minister of religion, could 
not refrain from expostulating with one of them; 
iipdn which the shameless profligate turned romid, 
imd. replied by a torrent of such language and 
g^^res as I shall be careful not to attempt the 

description of; 

' A^rs cbimected with the aggrandizement of 
monks ftiid monasteries so completely absorbed the 
attention of the sovereign to the exclusion of more 
p^eful and more urgent considerations, that, even 
0t the moment of the arrival of the French army on 
the frontiers of Portugal, he was occupied with a 
horde of filthy friars in applying every disposable 
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fund to the building of a ^et of magnificent ergaili 
for thfe convent at Mafira ; while he abandoned t^ 
foreigners the o£Qce of repelling the invaders. : 

The tjrrannical influence, which these men ex- 
ercised to most unlimited lengths over the private 
concerns and interior economy of every fan^y, 
was> at one period of Portuguese history (not 41 
very remote one) so great, that the father of a 
family had scarcely a vote in domestic matters 
The spiritual director in fact united also in his 
person the quality of temporal adviser, or rather 
dictator. 

This evil was not confined to private families 
$lone : it existed also at court. The late queen 
never undertook any thing without the advice of 
her confessor, who ruled her even to the deterie^ 
ration of her reason *. The present king when 
regent was likewise under ecclesiastical sway; 
previous to the invasion of his dominions by the 
French. A priest or padre called Jo^o, of suffl-^ 
cient notoriety, was the only medimp through 
which any thing could be achieved that de? 



* On the lOdi March 1792, tfie prmce of Brazfl, as prei 
sumptive heir to the crown, published an edict declaring thal^ 
as his mother from her. unhappy situation was incapably of 
managing the affairs of government, he would place.his signa- 
tute to public papers, till the jretum of her health* 
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|l^^ed Oil ihie royal sanction. Unless he chose 
that it should he noticed^ a petition might Ke 
t^n the taUe until it rotted ; and great were of 
^unie the 'ahuses arising from the investment of 
8u^ power in the hands of ignorance, fanaticism, 
ai^ -cupidity. Opposition to such men was vain ; 
and the mily way of carrying a point was, that of 
greasing the palms of these holy usurers, whose 
^ <ttiiy teal god is Plutus. 

I have been assured by Portuguese themr 
selves that it is an invariable principle with friars, 
wfadi young people are placed under their spiri* 
tual guidance, to begin by demoralizing them in 
every way, for this alleged reason (the real one is 
^ir own gratification), that there is no salvation 
wifiiout repentance, that to repent one must have 
^i^ed, ' Imd that therefore it is necessary to be^n 
by&inifiing. 

' I am happy^ however, in thinking that the great 
awe in which the people stood of these holy 
tyrants, is m a measure diminishing, A proof of 
this is, ' that in 1819 9n edict of the cardinal-p&- 
iriardi forbidding the eating-house keepers to sell 
itioy viands on fast days unless their customers 
bould produce certificates of illness countersigned 
k^ a priest, was followed by caricatures at the 
.ebimfers of the streets representing an ox loieeling 

&2 
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before tlie patriarch arid thanking^ hind for Ws^pro^ 

tection* ; 

. It is the duty of every mau to unmask linpo&f 
ture and villainy, wherever he meets with it. I 
ghall therefore take the opportunity, whilst sp0ak-? 
ing of mohks, to relate a circumstance which hap- 
pened a few years previous to the war, in the 
episcopal city of Evora, and which two thirds i^ 
the present inhabitants must still remember perr ^ 
fectly,ybr thei/ witnessed it : however incredible 
it may appear to those who have not resided let 
catholic countries. A nun of S**C!lara, whc^ 
conduct made every one regard her as ia saints 
(for, instead of one confessor from the adjoining 
monastery, she had three or four) died to * all 
appe^ances ; or rather it was given out )she had 
died. She was laid out, as is the custom, in the 
middle of the church ; and the people were mor^ 
than ever convinced of her sanctity as her body 
shewed no symptoms of seeing corruption. .No 
marks of decomposition manifested themselves j 
and thousands of course crowded from all parts* of 
the country to -witness the miracle. Hundreds 'of 
cripples and invalids came to touch her garments 
and fancied themselves cured ; while others,' paid 
by the priests," pretended to be stone blind and to 
•recover. their sight on merely touching her habit. 
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in shoH, the concourse of pilgrims was so great, 
ihat the mfantry ih*garrison at Evora were obliged 
itaiurmsh a guard to the church door to preserve 
4)rdar. But for this precaution it is probable that 
4he new saint would soon have beed stripped of 
'heT'diddthes, owing to the anxiety of every one to 
Iget a. scrap c^ Bomething belonging to her^' by 
^isiy of a relie to guard against witchcraft^ :agiies> 
;C0vei^> Smj. 

^.^4he iught of the third day, the sentry cAi 
<}]ba!tng some whispering in the churchy the door 
Df ^^ch was locked and bolted, had the' curio* 
sity to look through the keyhole, and to his utter 
«ujrprise saw the saint dtting up supported by a 
£iib% whilst two or three others were bringing 
imd administering to her both eatables and drink. 
Hh recovering from the surprise occasioned by the 
McmtiiSittiil spectacle of a dead saint cramming with 
4dl the avidity of a living one, the soldier whis^ 
-]]M^ed the discovery to his ensign, who also con- 
i^ced himself by ocular demonstration of that 
"^Inch he otherwise would have disbelieved. These 
%VfO inen moreover heard her exclaim in a doleful 
irhiisper *' Do for pit/s sake terminate this farce, 
*<^r shall die of fatigue, for 1 feel I can np longer 
<Mand it/* The fact of the matter was, that the 
^rhhi^py nun had been confessing too much to the 
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purpose with these holy miscreants; •vrho in order 
to avoid the inconvenience and'danger which were 
attendant on their rendezvous with her whetx vk 
different establishments^ had agreed to make a 
dead saint of her and bury her to all appearances 
in their vaults ; whereas in reality she would hav^ 
lived in some remote comer or hidden piq-t; of 
jheir monastery to satiate their lust.. By thifl^ 
arrangement two great objects would be gained # 
the gratification (without restraint) of their 9ppe* 
tites, and the great honor which would accrue ito 
both the monastery and convent by the productidB 
of a saint. 1 : ^ 

The scheme was well laid ; and^ thanks to the 
stupid ignorance and superstition of the r^m 
had so far been attended with success* But ^ 
young o£Bcer was an unsafe person to get into the 
secret ; and the natural propensity of soldiers t^ 
disbelieve miracles led those who were on guard 
to talk loudly of what they had seen* The pub- 
lication of the story was near being fatal ,to^ th^ 
young officer ; and a less determined charact^ 
would have been tempted to repent of ifiterferiijg 
in the fabrication of a saint : for he was immedi- 
ately placed in confinement for daring to calunsr 
^iate such godly persons. — The sentry was sp 
terrified with menaces of Autos da f<6j sanbemj^ 
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«^dred wi& devils and flames^ slow fires of brinh 
fitone preceded by racks^ tortures, boiling pitch 
and lead, and all the materiel in the inqt^ldtO]iaI 
Arsetial, that he absolutdy recanted, and moif cover 
wwoie tliat the devil, having taken umbrage at the 
gf d4t|)Sety of those holy men, had tempted him to 
^n aueh bla8|diemous falsehoods, 
r Their attempt to cariy the same point with th0 
ytffmg enagn was not so successful. He agreed 
to i^pe^ in public and seemed ready to subscribe 
1^ nU their vnshes ; but how great was their asto- 
mdxfoeat and dismiQr when, instead of an apology, 
b^.-inasted with vehemence oh exposing to the 
fpUif how much they had been gulled. Instead 
1^ tearing to pieces this obstinate blasphemer^ the 

• 

^u]^ pitied what they considered his halludbi^ 
tipn : besides people in Portugal are apt to look 
tffke before they proceed to commit violence on 
ilfe younger son of a fidalgo ; so that it only re^ 
maui^ with the friars to repent heartily of their 
mm of poticy, in not having wrested from him by 
"jfidience in private the recantation which it was so 
^^cfessairy that he shotdd make for their justifigar 
tk^. Bui it was now too late ; and one of the 
jmH^s, perceiving an appearance of momentary 
indeeii^ion upon the countenances of the spectator!^, 
0id feeling that it Was a desperate concern, was 
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observed to slink away towards the d66r, and dis^ 
appear. I'his created an universal murmur, upon 
which the intrepid youth, whom neither the ine*- 
tiaced artillery of the Holy Office, nor the teeth 
^nd nails of a congregation of fanatics, had been 
^l0 to intimidate^r roared out more lustily thasa 
ever for a red-hot brick-bat, which being brought^ 
he applied it to the poor girVs feet and resusdta);ed 
her, thus unmasking the whole villainy of the plbt; 
• The guilty friars were sent to the Aljuba, A 
pla^e 6i confinement for ecclesiastics ; but one of 
th^ objects having appeared to be the'aggran^ 
dizenient of the elmi'ch, their imprisonment Was 
little more than a nominal one. It was itot dd 
Vdth the poor nun*.- she was immersed in a dun^- 
'geott of the Inquisition, where, but for a perscmal 
inspectioh of those dens by the grand inquisitor^ 
the might have passed the remainder of heir life^ 
1She,had on this occiasion th^ good fortune to hi 
thought pretty by this august personage, and waS 
by his order immediately removed to one of th6 
better species of cells on the first floor, nfost of 
i^hieh were occupied by those females who had 
tfie honour of totnposing his seraglio* Of the- lai* 
ter numbet", many Were lovely and virtuous ladieSj 
•whose only crime was their beauty- But having 
provoked the appetite of m inquisitor who Idiight 
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'Iiave chanced to see them/at their windibw^ thef 
were falseljr accused of Judaism, torn from th^ 
wms of their husbands, and thrust into unwhole- 
sbme^dungeons, until disposed to submit to indig- 
mties, too revolting for mention. 
V'-T^re Was only one inistiEmce ever kne^Wn, of on^ 
ii^ these females having recovered her liberty* I 
ahall'from motives of delicacy abstain from men* 
tioning her tiame. Suffice it to say thtit; althbtigh 
fihd'lulored her husband,, she never could be pre« 
irmled upon to return under his roof, but took re^ge 
litlaer that of a female relation, and if ever ques^ 
laOtied on the subject oif the J7o/y OlBSc^, ^ould 

burst mto a flood of tears and give no otheir an-^ 

• . - - - • - . 

tfwcfr. 

^ 'It inust not be inferred from the rule observed 
4>y the Romish clergy of upholding one another iti 
-eases which become public, that this good under^^ 
%tei^ding prevails in their private concerns, within 
<tye precincts of their monasteries. In the former 
Xitises, the great end of throwing dust into the eyei$ 
Xfi the people unites them all, whatever may be 
iheir private hates ; but the latter presenting no 
ra(*h immediate object, a scene of holy t3nranny is 
H^n presented, which would with difficulty be 
credited had not the late waf , by converting many 
40^ those retreats into hosjHtals for the sick and 
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wounded, unveiled the mysteries of their interioi: 
to so many witnesses. 

The convent of Batalha (so well described by 
Murphy) offered during tlie war a spectacle of the 
kind which I have just alluded to. The Frencli 
troops whilst (according to custom) searching for 
coin and hidden valuables in the subterranean 
labyrinths of this stupendous fabric, discovered in 
a dungeon an unfortunate old monk, whose incar- 
ceration had lasted twenty-one years. It appeared 
that by some means or other he had incurred the 
displeasure of his superior; who made the christian- 
like resolution of revenging himself on the first 
favourable occasion. The wished for opportunity 
soon presented itself ; and the monk was sent at a 
late hour of the night to the village to (ajudar 
a bem morrer) assist at the last moments of a 
dying sinner. A man had but a few moments be- 
fore been murdered on the bridge over which he 
had to pass ; he imprudently mentioned in his 
convent the circumstance of having seen the body ; 
and the superior taking advantage of the law by 
which the first person found near a murdered 
body is held responsible for his death, immured 
him for life in the noisome hole in which he was 
found. Habit had operated so forcibly with this 
old man that, although restored to light and liberlgf» 
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he invariably returned every night to his former 
prison, declaring that he could sleep no where so 
soundly. A most intimate and particular friend 
of mine related this anecdote to me, Helielonged 
to the troops who discovered the monk ; and he 
used to take much pleasure in conversing with 
this victim of monastic tyranny* 
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a thus made the reader slightly acquainted 



the characteristic qualities .of a few of the 
Idwv daisei of thd Lisbon population, I shall pre- 
pvpe to ImA him a long ramble through the quays 
ttda stroeta of the cat>itaL And I shall hope 
^conduct his attention successively to all objects 
% the dty which are best deserving of notice. 
^RtHnmencing our perflations from the Tagus, 
•long its banks, we shall land at one of the nu- 
Bderdus quays of Lisbon. As several of these 
placet of disembarkation have their peculiarities; 
1 8)iaII enumerate them in succession. Their num- 
ber and nomenclature are as follow : 

* • 

L Belem, Rua do Peixe stiurs, a small landing 
pladR- - 

JBL Belem Square steps, an excellent and spa* 
dflJQs one. 

'-- 3. The beach at Junqueira, opposite the patri- 
aidi's ]|^u;e. 
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4. Another at Pampulha^ called lime kiln stmrs^ 
a very bad onp. 

5. The packet stairs, so called from its prox- 
imity to the moorings of the Falmouth packets, 
though its proper name is the rock of the Cond^ 
d'Obidos> from the palape of that nobleman which 
overhangs it. 

r 6/ The Caes de Jos6 Antonio Pereira, called b;f 
fiur sailors the yellow house* . - 

7. The fish market quay, or Caes da RibeirA 
Nova, a retoiarkably fine landing place. 
' 8. The Caes do Sodr6, where young Mascafeut 
has was executed for adhering to the French party 
in 1809, and where all the Lisbon merchants meefc 
in the afternoon, or rather evening, for the pufc 
pose of communicating with each other, 
' 9. The Caes do Terreiro do Pa^o, or black-horse 
square quay. ' • 

: ID. 'The Caes da Ribeira Velha, a very insigni* 
ficant one, to avoid landing on which no one would 
grudge going a great way roimd, so completely is 
it clogged at all times with straw-boats, &c. . ' 

IJ. Lastly comes the Caes dos Soldad(^'6r 
Caes da Forca, quay of the soldiers or quay of: the 
gallows. The former name is given to it from its 
being adjacent to the artillery balrracks, atid'the 
latter from its being the place of executiQh, and 
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bin^g/md3 centre a permanent trip63 gidlows* 
m U' dko very pfteii denominated Cisies dp Tojo^ 
^9991 constantly having on it great piles of Wood 
fiM^lieating the dvemu This fiiel is brought tvet 
|P9i|i the forestd om the opposite side of theTi^^I 
(iSiOffs-to.tbis qiiay is a mahiifactory of common 
^U^fSji i^e (^y one in Lisbon ; the whde of that 
^Mbifierce being engrossed, by an English gentler 
jfmi^ the founder of the eiitabfishment at Mlarinha^ 
gnatde, to whom the late queen granted some 
gfff^at privileges^ in consequence of the splendidi 
|ie«plt^ty with which he recmved her majesty ab 
the above place. > ' ' 

cv!Jdfy^ 9i]Mra V^lha is the landing plac^ of all the 
ciplitn that are constantly crossing and recrossing) 
t^Tagus with passengers^ cattle/ and "merghan*: 
^lae^ V Nothing cto exceed the uncouthness and 
' iiitqlerable insolence of the description of men you' 
l^gf^^es^ to deal with^ who unite with these quav 
Ijti^s th$ Qhairaoters of thief and assassin. It is hera 
abp jthat the bQat3 from Villa Franca &c. come; 
a94 ;ihat;Sole drcumstance^ (even were these men 
^ /;toler|ibte set before^) would suffice to make 
dey^l^ of them ; fo^ the Portuguese themselves re- 
gion as, such all the people called ^^4la borda. 
d'agtfajT water-side folk t meaning those who na^: 
vigate tl^. Tagus and inhabit the villages^ on jts! 

D 
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banks. They all carry large clasp knives in their 
girdles, in the use of which they are surprisingly 
dexterous ; and they are respected amongst one 
another in proportion to the number of times they 
have stabbed people- They are in general fine 
muscular looking fellows, strongly built, with -an 
expression of savage brutaUty in their faces, and 
vfith stentorian lungs, from the constant habit 
which they have of abusing people on the water. 
Their life is an exceedingly laborious one, particu- 
larly when, plying agsdnst the rapid tide, they are 
obliged to vRc. the pole at their shoulders for six 
hours together without resting. 

As boatmen, the natives of Algarve have so 
decided an advantage over the Portuguese in ge-" 
neral, that they are always preferred as rowers to 
the government boats, such as the port admiral's, 
the pratique, the custom house, and many others. 
On board men-of-war, the commander's boafs 
crew are always composed of Algarvians; and the 
royal launch which transports his majesty in his 
river excursions is manned by natives of the same 
province. Their fame is not confined only to 
their native country, for, in the ports of the Medi- 
terranean, they are invariably preferred ; and it is 
a well known fact that all the public boats belong- 
ing to our garrison of Gibraltar are manned with 



I 



MOL^TTAS AND PALUAS. 35 

tiiese people. Their indefatigable qualitfes at the 
exerdse of rowing cannot be better illustrated 
tium by the following fact In 1818 a Porta* 
Ifoese frigate was sent round to Leghorn, to take 
on^ board the princess Leopoldina of Austria, and 
ioenvey har to Rio de Janeiro to her betrothed 
husband, the present Emperor Don Pediro* 
Whilst lying in the harbour at Leghorn, the boafs 
crew (ail Algarves) became dissatisfied at some 
bleach of promise on the part of their superiors, 
and detenmned on going ho farther with the iri- 
gate, but on the contrary, returning to their 
native shores. With a view to this they clubbed 
together lii^ means, and purchased a good long 
t94taler, with room for as many bars as there were 
xMh : then providing a {{mall stock of provisions; 
fh^y absolutely rowed all the way (coasting it) 
from Leghorn to Faro in the Algarves. 

The largest description of boats or barques that 
are seen mooring near this landing place, ta^ 
called molettas and faluas: both carry lateen 
sails, eitlie!^ one or two According to their size ; 
and the difference between them consists in ihe 
latter Wng of a more blim and elegant shape ihaii 
the former. The outline of th^r keel^ from poop 
to prow, is very similar to that of a crescent 
rather flattened. These vessels are painted m 

D 2 
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Btripes of the most glaring colours ; the parts 
Nearest the stern have in general the representa- 
tion of a pair of enormous eyes, or a dolphin, 
dragon, serpent, &c. according to the taste of the 
owner; and the stern, sides, and rudder, ara 
Usually ornamented with dauhed attempts at 
painting Nossas Senhoras of all kinds. The extre^ 
mities of the stem and stern commonly terminate 
in wooden or iron images of the ahove ladies, of a 
rudeness of execution that would disgrace the 
Ofaheitans. These figures are moreover con- 
stantly adorned with bunches of ribbons of all 
colours, as are also the tops of the masts and the 
extremities of the yards ; and at the latter 19 
hoisted a pendant, bearing in large letters thq 
name of the boat's patron saint. Prenous to un- 
mooring, every individual of the crew malces on 
his face and breast the sign of the cross, in order 
to procure a prosperous voyage ; but if the wea- 
ther be exceedingly adverse, it is not unusual tQ 
hear the boatmen vent their spleen upon their, 
patron saints in language too bad to mention. 

The expert manner in which the straw is packed 
on the boats employed in bringing it from Alhan- 
dra and other places, has always attracted the 
attention of strangers. I have given a sketch 
made from nature, of one of the above in the act 
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ef ' tinl^ading^ as being a better way of convey* 
ihg a just idea of the thing than by a written 
description. 

- The fiOmlies of most of the crews of the inolet- 
tas^ aad faluas that navigate across the Tagos^ in* 
habit the^ little Villages on' those shores called 
Seirat^ Amora^ C!6ina/ Moita,^&c• where some of 
ti)^ inhabitants of Lisbon have cottages fw the 
convenience of cockHshooting at the proper season* 
TJiese i^^laces are exceedingly miwholesome; and 
the^mhabitaiits are so subject to the agne^ that ia 
smnmer time and in autmnn a whole village ift 
often seen shut up, as if the plague were amongst 
its kihabiiants. The boys and even the girls of a 
young age are here found running about stark 
filled ; and during the summer months they pass 
nearly the whole of the day in the water, in con- 
sequence of which, and their exposure to the sun, 
they acquire the copper colour of the Brazilian 
ndtive tribes. Although stripped in this manner, 
Ihey invariably are seen wearing iround their 
nedks, rosaries, figas and relics of saints: and 
they never omit crossing themselves previoui^ ia 
diving into the water. By. this constant immer-^ 
Aon in. the river, they are, as may well be con- 
ceived, excellent swimmers and expert diveri^ 
even when very young* . . 



36 FAMILY OF CUT-THROATS. 

The inhabitants of these places come under the 
denomination of borda d'agua already spoken pi, 
and are any thing but pleasant people to have tOt 
deal yntiu In the village called Coina there re- 
sided a celebrated cut-throaty who, for his greaib 
dexterity at that work, had acquired the jsuroaiae 
of Ferragudo or sharp iron : his wife not n whit 
inferior to him in similar eiqploits and courage^ 
was known by the name of Fragona» a corruptioii 
of Fredegonde so notorious in French histoiy. 
After the death of Ferragudo, his widow used ttt 
range through the forests of pines with no oOiec 
habiliment than a petticoat ; and in this trim sIm 
would present herself to lonely travellers and 
excite their jpkes on the strangeness oi her ap^ 
pearance« Then, under the pretence of revenging; 
the, affiront, she would follow them full as fast aa 
tibeir mules could go, and drawing from her waist 
9 large knife, would sacrifice them to her offended 
modesty, not forgetting to ease their pockets of 
wbat could no longer be of use to them. When 
this useful member of society died, the waist^band 
cf her petticoat was found to contain a great 
number of gold pieces. 

This worthy pair left three sons to perpetuate 
tjieir race. I went once on a shooting party with 
a couple of friends, one of whom was perfectly 
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ao^uiihted wiib the iirliole of the i»u^ the 

^Mmthem banks of the Tagos. We penetrated 
iatio&e woods m pursmt of game^ and went so 
fiirv ihat'ta do otherwiste than pass the nighi 
1im6e^ wu out of d]& questicm. IVhen loddng 
eufc"' ibr m spot for our bivouac, we heard some 
goftl^^bdls mlur us, and saw at a little distance a 
slttpherdandhiscabin. We naturieJly made towards 
i^liulr rerf soon repented (tf so doing; for ime of 
myr^iMpttnions xecogmzed in the person of thii 
gentle (diepherd none other than the eldest son of 
Se&lbra Donna Fragona, who was then conceal^ 
ing himself in the forest, having only a fortnight 
brfore murdered his own uncle. It was too late 
to retreat, so we craved his hospitality, which Was 
^fflttitfed with the best possible grace, accompar 
tiled with many regrets that our lodging was not 
mcoe "v^cnrthy of us, &C. 

< Thffi fellow was six feet at least high, with a 
saUowpock-marked &ce, pierdng eyes, long black 
hidr and beard of the same colour, and very broad 
slioiild€frs:-^in short Ins dress and tout ensemble 
wtif^ have afforded a fine assasshi subject fiv a 
painter. He inabsted upon killing a young kid 
!fi>r <mr supper ; but all his own being either too 
cM or too young, he said he would run ov^ to 
the place where his brothers' flocks were, and get 
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oiife £rom diem.: ' This ' cbmmunieaiing iniii'lns 
brothers si that hour of the night was in jouriestirt 
tnation /worse than no kid at all ; so vrer objected 
in the strongest terms to his leaving tisJ It ^&3L 
pat escape, his penetrating eye, that distrust pi W^ 
motives induced, -us to do sOy and he repeiiteffiy 
obserred " You h^ye. notluDg to fear, I an^tny 
bJEotherS! are gente de hem, . you are in honoraUe 
'tompany, &c." But on obsendnsr me step outifide 

dihout He caught itieJn tlie act of loading witii 
bullets both my barrels,, and asked me why I did 
id? Did I fear any tWn^? 
c ^ Yes> I fear the wolves.'* * . : j . ; . . ." 

I ::\^ There, are none here." : ; :. ' 

. ^^ The barrels are now both loaded, and Iiiiall 
not unload them/' * 

He left us at about midnight notwithstanding 
Dufc Temonistrances ; and when gone ive began to 
lioiq'ecture whether he had escaped, from a fear of 
bur endeayouring to deliver him up to justice rojr 
af^hether he had gone to get his brothers* assist? 
fined tod that of their friends^ to make sure game 
bf us; In the midst of tihese reflections, .fatign^ 
^jt the * better of our senses and we slept noaf ly 
ittitil . dawn. . Dpmingds (that was the feUotW^s 
tugKV^) aopn after returned, saying that hia.brbthets 
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lihd ^isippioietttly changed thor pastmage/ for that 
hd Jxad Searched for them in Tjui^ 

■ 

^iipA pur <^ng leave jof himf he asked me if I 
Api)i^.retii9ir.ibere to bjkhA; I answered in tha 
i|gir«uMiv^.j ''Then/ said he^ (he had an old 
Fje^pchl i^Uftket in the cabin) ^' will you do nie 
lliedittm fo brings me apdund of English powder ;2 
fml9^t f^oBsibly net .find me, but you can doh 
pfMilbH.lndlie trunk of yonder cork tree, and Jby 
fA Wbcynii ii^ r^der me an essmitial serriee^f * 
I promised that I would, upon which he put hti» 
hAd^iAto hb waistcoat piDcket^ and takmg^ out a 
^llar, , added 5' This is I belieye the price of a 
]^)illd».whidi I beg. you to allow me to pay before 
handy M I don't think it likely that you will see 
iQjIfiWhen you come.'' This I positively 'refosed 
40 take, being well determined in my own mind 
i^Qsr^ to reium to Braba whilst there was apro- 
l^abi^ty of its being so inhabited. 
/: ^^ qu4y -pf tiie Terrdbro do pa^o is the finest 
ufL lifibtm : . it .projects about twenty yards beyopA 
ilSfit Kiwft: of; SfioiA, which extend, along the water 
fi^;oC;tfai$ su^rb square; and terminates in a. 
ibm^Mme flight <^< marble steps of semidrcular 
liable Oftjeacb side of the projection are also 
4%l^.itf.iMirble stdps, descending to low watef 
vm\i*i iHw ^isy k \^ upra the prolongation. 
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of a line passing through the centre of Don Jose's 
magnificent equestrian statue, which stands in the 
middle of the square. On the pedestal of this 
statue, there originally was a bronze medal of the 
head of the marquis of Pombal, under whose mi- 
nistry it was erected : but on his disgrace, his por- 
trait was removed from the pedestal, and a ship in 
full sail (the Lisbon arms) substituted in its place. 
On being informed of this, he is said to have an- 
swered " It is no wonder ; the whole country is 
driving before the wind." 

- The Alfandega (custom house) occupies the 
whole range of buildings on the eastern side of 
the square, with the exception of the extremity 
nearest the water, that being the military trea^ 
sury. On the western side are the ofllices of pub- 
Uc works and the royal library. 

Running parallel to, and nearly on the prolon- 
gation of these sides, are Gold, and Silver Streets, 
communicating with the Ro^io or Inquisition 
Square. These streets, with others ruiming pa- 
rallel to them and intersecting them at right an- 
gles, are all constructed upon the handsomest 
possible plan; and are in fact what constitute new 
Lisbon, having been built since the cwthquake. 
On either side of tliem are flag-stone walks for 
fijot passengers, guarded by row^ of stone pillars 
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jour and lialf feet high and at about eighteen feet 
from each other* These are called by the Porto* 
gaese,/ra€fe# de pedra, (stone firiars); but th* 
knotting ones denominate them revereiUes pe^ 

J>om die above quay, descending the river, the 
first object of notice is the royal marine arsenal 
&nddodi>>yard; where ships of the line of the largest 
mm are Imilt. The Portuguese ships of war have 
alwi^s been, for the elegance of their onistrudioii,- 
die admirafioh of our naval officers. In 1818 the: 
Du John y Ith was launched : she is a very hand^ 
&XB» ship, rated at 120 guns, but capable of car^ 
rying many more. She was put into commissi<m* 
in 1819, and ordered to sail for Bio de Jandrof 
bat sudi an order was much more easy to give 
than to execute. To get under sail a vessd of 
that tonnage, sn adequate crew was necessary ; 
and the Portuguese navy had been so much ne- 
glected and so miserably paid, or rather not paid 
at all^ that no seamen would voluntarily serve m 
it. Press-gangs were accordingly set on foot in 
all parts Hof the city; and upon the same principle 
liiait in France at certain seasons df the year ail 
dogS4ure killed who are found unmuzzled, so all 
young men, seamen or landsmen, servants or jour^ 
nfyttsn^ lug^tmen or coachmen, who were found 
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without a certificate of exemption in their {>odc^;g>^ 
were: theinsdyea podceted^ and sent in irona to. 
serve as yolunieers on board the Joa6 Sexto. 
• .With such a crew it is nbt surprising that tho^ 
ship was seven months in moving down from Iiet 
mobrings opposite the city to those off Belem Cas- 
tle. She would perlmps have gone a mile iEarther^^ 
but that a small insurgent privateer appeared off 
the Tagus^; landed her casks for Water near Cub*. 
caes ; and did not leave the river's mouth wiUxout' 
sending menaces to this huge leviathan« The^ 
eJtptain of this insolent little corsair had. even tha 
audacity to land, come up to Lisbon unknown^ 
and go to the theatre one night. Before he ren 
turned to the vicinity of Cascaes, he sent Jiis com- 
pliments to several ship owners^ adding that bfi; 
hoped to have the pleasure of soon meeting on: 
l^eir way to India some of their fine vessels, wbick 
he observed were nearly ready to put to sea* 
i From the Belem moorings another grand .at« 
l^tnpt was made to. get the D. John a little nearer. 
tffi the mouth of the Tagus* The volunteers then. 
iniagining that no other hopes of escape remained^ 
fpr: them,, a|id that when so far down the riveR 
tiiey must needs go farther, no sooner saw ttem-> 
selves opposite S. Jose de Ribamar (about a mile 
f£pm^Belen>) _ than they to. the, number of seventy^ 
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l^ii^)edinto £he 'water and swam 6n dhoitu The 
Brame nighty in spite of the sentries, the remainder 
of the crew ahnost to a man followed their exam* 
jde, : 80 that it was found^ necessary to get her 
. moored again off Pafo d'Arcos where she remaih-!* 
ed until 1820- 

f 'i ha've aBready ispoken of the swarms 6f pdite 
ii^endicanta who eternally infisst the court of the 
Portuguese soTereign. The immense eiq>anse of 
dceant that ikitenrenes between Portugal and XUd^ 
was no barrier agamst these b^gats. Ev^ ves-* 
sely great or sAAdl; went loaded with them from 
Portugal ; and no sooner did they succeed in im« 
posing upon his most faithful majesty's easy ge^ 
n€^fOsity> than tb6y sought the earliest means of 
^uittin^ him. It is nd wonder theUj that th0 
equipment of a 120-gun ship should have occa- 
ifiohed 4h^ pouring in of petitions from alt quarters; 
praying for gratuitous passages to the capital of 
BraaiL: ; The commanding officer and all his svih* 
idt^irns had each their proteg^s^ as had likewise 
almost/ every petty officer in the. ship. The fact 
is^ that by one means or other^ no less a number 
^aa twelve hundred passengers contrived to smug- 
gler themselves into this floating ark. A new set 
9( volunteers having^ with much difficulty, beea 
qoljkK^ted togeUier in the marine arsenalj were sent 
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on board closely guarded, and on the same day 
(wonderful to relate) the JoaS Sexto got fairly 
past S. Julian's, and over the bar: not however 
without strong symptoms of a mutinous 
tion amongst some of the volunteers, and weeping, 
and wailing amongst others. 

A ship of 120 guns, thus despicably manned 
and overcrowded with passengers, was as might 
be expected, so prodigious a time on her passage, 
that she had been long given up as lost ; and much 
credit is indeed due to the officers who were on 
board of her, that she ever reached her destination. 
If ever men deserved reward for a marine exploit, 
they certainly had a fair claim to one. Many of the 
passengers above mentioned, relying upon Nossa 
Senhora and the commanding officer,had embarked 
without a morsel of provisions ; others, pleading 
ignorance of the nature of the passage,had provided 
themselves with a mere basket full ; and in short 
the greatest number of them, having limited means, 
had only for object the getting on board, trusting 
that amongst Christians they should not be suf- 
fered to starve. 

The consequence was that provisions very soon 
became short, as did likewise the water ; so that 
the whole of this multitude were soon put on half 
rations of both. Add to this the manner in which 



I 



TO THE BRAZILS. 47 

tbey were of necesaty obliged to be stowed away 
at night, men, women, and children, all huddled 
together, in a tropical climate; andv without its 
being possible on their account to scrub the decks. 
With all this accumulation of misery, in so cir- 
cumscribed a space, and under a vertical sun, it is 
surprising that a plague was not the consequence. 
Had they however remained a month longer at 
se% they would infallibly have fallen victims to the 
vermin with which they were all, without distinc- 
tion, covered. The inhabitants of Rio declared 
that they had never witnessed the arrival of such 
a ship-load of vermin and beggars. 
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ilAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



ImmIsdutely in front of the gate of the royal 
arsenal^ is the Largo do Pelourinho, or pillory 
square^ a name given to it from having in its 
centre a column crowned with iron pikes and 
hboks^ on which fidalgos enjoy the privilege of 
having their heads exhibited, after decapitation, 
when convicted of the crime of high treason. 
This column is in open work; being composed of 
feur spiral pieces, constructed and put together 
with such ingenuity and skill, as to excite the 
aclnuration of connoisseurs and the cupidity of 
Junot ; who would have had it carried to France 
but for the arrival of the British. On the east 
i^de of the square, stood the beautiful church of 
S. Julian, which was burnt to the ground in 1818 
by (It is sidd) a principal person connected with 
its accompts who, as they were rather in confri- 
6ion, found this the best way of settling them. 
* *rhe quay of Sodrd is^ as I have said, the even- 
ing rendezvous of merchants of all nations and 

% 2 . 
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costumes. Jews^ Turks, and Christians, are here 
seen crowding together to talk over their affidnu 
The ground floors of all the houses have by 
degrees been converted into coffee rooms of the 
handsomest kmd, and Uttle inferior to those in 
Paris. 

This place was the scene of embarkation of the 
French troops after the convention of Cintra. .A 
.considerable body of them had been, for many 
weeks previous to this events encamped in the 
a^acent square of S. Paul, where the infection 
proceeding from their uncleanliness was so greal^ 
as to cause many of the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring houses to dislodge. The fact was . that 
the irritfition of the lower orders of Portuguese 
against them had become so violent, that they 

hardly ever dared move put of the camp in any 

< . . > < 

direction ; and those who from curiosity, duty, or 

* ' ' ■ - . , . . 

the desire of providing something for their voyage, 
straggled either singly or in small parties from 

.the main body, were almost invariably murdered. 

. ■ ' ' . , 

. . , Nothing can plead as an excuse for the brutal 
cruelty of the common people of Lisbon, as they 
in. particular had neither lost property nor expe* 
rienced the least ill treatment from the Frendi. 
. ^fy would nevertheless fall upon the unarmed 
^ jl^QJI^^rs^im^wares; and draggmg them into the 
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eonidors each' satiated hia or herrengemcA by 
eovem^ their imresi^rting vii:;tiins with stalMi.; : I; 
fjbmaiftA on one occasion a French dragoon walk-* 
log by himself in the Ro^o : the storm was ;alr(Bad]ir 
bcgiBiiing to gather round him ; ; iQen in. capotes 
|«j^ seen: winking^ at one another; and f(»nning by 
dfogiieea -a oirdon about him ; and a gallego Watf 
l^bw deputed to draw him into conversation.. Ifh 
aljtaAtioii: being thus diverted^ the valentoes (f>a^ 
Uant MaiJ were enabled to close in upon their 
idciupi : unperceiyed. One^ from; behind, strud: 
{hbi akaost to the grpaitd with a cudgel, whilst 
aiiother>^ on his turning round to defi^nd hims^, 
Itabbed'hfan with a ferro de gaiola (bird cage awl) 
pf il^e back. In short^ in the space of a^ few 
ininutes, this good looking young' soldier was 
reduced to a shapeless mass, and dragged with a 
rope lied to his leg through the streets until lite- 
jK(By devoured' by the dogs. 
. I must cite another instance of brutality, wfaidi 
]«k still more revolting from its being perpetrated 
jbya female. Many British officers will recoils 
.the circumstance : for many witnessed it on the 
fpsLj of' Sodre; and, but for their manly and 
•hpmane inteifierence, the number of atrocities 
committed would have been considerably greater. 
.The Frendi embarked the main body of their ttoooBp 
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leaving the nek and wounded to folbw them ymHh 
a very feeble escort. At the moment of iwhich 
I speaks some of these poor wretches were lying 
Upon the quay, wailang for thdr turn to be trani^ 
ported into the boats. One particularly anmigst 
tibetn was in a situation calculated to eidte pity> 
having been wounded in the abdomen. He hoW'^ 
ever seems to have provoked quite a dil^^enk 
feeling in the mind of the inhuman mcmster above 
alluded to ; for she no sooner perceived hid he^ 
less condition, than she stamped her foot npoa 
Um with such brutal violence that his intestines 
gushed out, exclaimmg at the same time '' morra, 
c&o de Francez," die, you French dog. tliere fe 
some satisfaction in adding that, agbniised as he 
was, the victim seized a cutlass that lay near him, 
and inflicted a wound across her legs of which she 
was fikely to feel the e£^ts all her life. 

The catraieiros (shore-boat-men) were not be* 
lund hand on their part in turning to advantage 
the confusion which accompanied the embarkatimi 
of the French troops. Whenever they were em*- 
ployed to convey on board the transports two or 
three individual officers, whose baggage looked as 
V it contained some enviable spoils or bags of 
money, they, under pretence of being forced by 
tiie violence of the current or upon any other 



liiA.fiMwtetclmr tham^ Thm, eomgohig ibsm 
Att :i(M ftll odiMPiHig d^ep^ they would 
Ike diaoM of ilftMtiw^ by laading witli 
tiMMh iawigr M: tbiL j^piloiitp i^iQiWt «i4 )udiw 
tiwttMini tea aMiQiila tbapiii§ f^reiil^, 

JMJiiiinult lowwdt. isobted 9oUte»^ ^ F^req^ 
iHKjF iMddl be mimiqilii|e« i| I fmtttdk tf^ 1^^ 
1ikifs(hak, m Mtapfko^ mubdwy »t PQ9pcL«f.]Piispoj 
a^fiaaBi OQEBtigiiQiis to Lisbon on ^ S^aep^v^OVA 
dii^ tcf idka aoiiid wine in a quiai^ ti^ oiime« 
ffwdtiagly diifictad nqr attmtion to. soy^nt^cm 
Bpfittdi ttmsbets that w^ woged in order iiga|i^]| 
ibe wal^and wcbiB»gd» pwitiog to «i $pe^ m:&A 
gndai^ ^ Tlwre lie Hmx ow»^gi.'*-r-Tb^ £i^ was 
HhA ibis ooaragwiia patripti w^i t<» e^j^ce t^iese; 
|iaaftdaigiBBetchwipfa»hi»cglto (tfgv«r 

^iitpw iiiUiiag^ aad wbw kitraioAted finda§l«^^ 
}^ difyatahed them to awal:^ m atc^tnHy* 
. <; ^(3ie alght of iih^ C^ do Sodr^ alwiiys eiri^ted in 
ummkmmoak^m of ideas Ughl^ di^adi^tiigiMui to 
liMijehaBiatarofthecomiMiapQopleofLishra wd 
thk «r» not wpriflttg. <^afiiwg the diffbjaqt 

df anifil apprassiofithat Lbnd i^ieit ifntafimA^ 
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Fanaticism is, with the common people, one of the 
most exalted of virtues ; and the greater the atro- 
city committed against those who dissent from' 
them in religion, the surer in their imagination is 
their acceptance with the Deity; who, they think, 
regards such acts as an exuherance of zeal enti-J 
tling the author to the highest rewards in para- 
dise. Woe be to any son of Israel who dare show 
his face in the Lisbon streets on Good-Friday; for on 
that day the churches are all thrown open, and the 
pulpits are continually occupied by fanatical and 
ignorant monks, who relieve one another through- 
out the day, pouring forth the most frantic rhap- 
sodies, comparing all Jews and heretical protesf- 
ants to the impious murderers of our Saviour, 
and thus exciting the passions of the ferocious 
rabble against them, as the enemies of God. 

In the course of their ravings, these impostors 
display all their stores of relics ; — a little phial 
■which they affirm to contain some real identical 
drops of the blessed virgin's milk, a lock of hmr 
from our Saviour's head, the parings of Mary 
Magdalen's nails, a real fragment of S. John's goat . 
skin jacket, and, lastly, a bloody rag pretended to 
have been dipped in the real blood of our Lord. 
This they exhibit accompanied witii the most 
phrensied language, calling upon all good Chris- 



tfaMikf 6» avenge die Uood.wiich was^sbed fikr iktk 
wfawtiolL Worked up to such a pitdi gf fnnaliT 
4Bil enthusiasm^ it is not astonishing that the coij^; 
giegatioii issue forth ina state of mind reseml#i^ 
tiniiiif long Clovis of France, .who, after heiMrui^ 
a^«ailar . rant from the moudi of St. Remit .en? 
dwwi^j ?>Que n'etois-je \k ayec mes Francs pwr 
fe^defimdrer ,: 

^ -I waa oDce waDdng on the Cac^ do Sodre, op 
^ijie^aiiniversaiy. of o|ir Lord's Passion, just as tb$^ 
odngMgation were issuing from the churc^ "oi $ti 
JRauL'j.A.Barbary Jew, in his oriental coiMwne^ 
aad^apparently unaware of his danger, was at the 
noBMit walking upon the quay. ^ He was np 
woosr .parceiTed by the rabhie, than they addressed 
liOiliimthe e^thets of Pilate, Judas, Jew, dog, &c; 
n^^.from words, they proceeded to blows; and 
their fanatical brutality carried them so far, that 
sgme^oi them held him, whilst others cut off his 
JNajr4 #|id:filled his mouth with handsfiil of fil^ 
jirhi^;:tl^y picked up in the street. Their fury 
jsfuxgmiffyt^ with tjieir excesses, and the poor Is- 
xaeU|e mo^ hay^ ended his days in the Tagus, 
^^t^for a British officer in Portuguese unifonn 
ifr]^^ with the flat of his sabre^ dispersed the devout 
fiVtrthcoats in the twinklipg of ,an eye. 
tiiJi^ a ccHPi^e of hundred ya^ds ir(m the Caes do 
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Sodrd is the Ribeira nm'a. Here is held the &h 
market under rows of sheds, built at right angles 
in the most symmetrical manner, with wide flat 
pavement for foot passengers. The row nearest 
the city is occupied by fruiterers, most of whom, 
moreover, sell gold and alver fish in glass recep- 
tacles, parrots, parroquets, and not unfrequently, 
monkeys. These people, from the circumstance 
of their dealing with aU the seafaring persons who 
land there for provisions, in general speak tolera^ 
ble English. The whole of the other sheds in the 
square are occupied by fislmiongers ; and tlie stock 
which they exhibit surpasses in quality, variety, 
and freshness, that of any fish market in Europe. 
They procure their fish from the Jlhavo fishermen, 
also from the fishermen who inhabit the crawl 
called a Costa, and lastly from the Catraeiro hai- 
pooners. 

These last are the common shore-boat-men, who 
towards evening start from the quays to which 
they belong, and crossing the Tagus to take on 
board a cargo of dry pine-apples, await the mo- 
ment of the tide being most favourable to begin 
their operations. Over the stem of tlio boat, they 
place an iron basket large enough to c(Hitain a 
dozen fir apples, to which they set fire ; a board 
three feet and a half high is then fixed upright 
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alMtt tlie 1k>w» ; and coiieettled m a mttmae W 
Mud' Hdcr wooden parapet^ stands the harpooner^ 
Hf^fSssg^ahe oppeaivmce of hb projs wbklib not 
IbIq|[' before- it iq^piroaGhes^ 80 great is the attnie^ 
iioil of tke light, pardeuhorly if the night be dariu 
]Mim tiiese boats«re in great numbers on the 
iWiP, 4he elfiMA fvodiieed hj sndi a mnltitude of 
fMl 4(«dbes.is really beavtifol. 
- All Ae fish taken coi tiie <mtside 0f the river^ 
or within the bar, is very heavily ta^iced. Wbes 
litided ad the Ribeira nova, a set of foilowir em- 
ployed in tl^ kind ef exdse, proceed to count it} 
UtA t^ery t^itfa fii^ they hook up and cast in a 
heiE^ apart for the payment of the tax. As these 
fish' go ultimately to tiie tables ei some persons 
interested in the taxati(m,it may weH be imagined 
iliat their satellites take care not to s^ck their 
hboks into the smallest 

' Befere I proceed any farther on my way down 
^ river, I shaU say a word on the Catraios or 
ilKnr6-bo3ts, which I have had oceasion to mmtien 
sjt^differeht limes. The l^igth of these boate is 
gimerally about fourteen or fifteen feet; but their 
ilfaape is not of that elegant kind that mij^t be 
fespecfed from the characteristic beauty of the 
Yai^er Pbrtuguese vessels. They are also of a 
]^i^6digious thickness of thriber, veiy strongly built. 
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aad eomieqiiently very heavy. The mast^ ya^i 
and sail^ are also very clumsy ; so that the meanestr 
Utile Eiiglish merchantman's boat^ will out-sail* or 
outgrow tl^m invariably. The general colour of 
a eatraio is scarlet, relieved with stripes of bluCj 
whit^ yellow, or green. A part of the bQws ne# 
the cut water is wUte ; and on this is usua% 
painted a pair of eyes of a large size^ which givaa^ 
tibe boat a singularly animated appearance as it 
approaches you. • -o 

The number of passengers which the after part 
of the boat is capable of accominodaling is fifteen 
or sixteen, well stowed, close together ; and to 
screen these from the sun or rain the boat is pro* 
vided with an awning, such as is represented in 
the plate of the quay of Belem (vide p. 31). A 
number of catraios are constantly plying betwew 
the fish-market (Ribeira nova) and Belem ; and 
the. noise which they make to get passengers is 
truly deafening, each endeavouring to obtain the 
preference oyer his fellows. For this purpose all 
the avenues to the place of embarkation are dog? 
ged with watermen, looking out for arrivals ; and 
no sooner does any one appear than they begin a 
regular scramble to get his custom: carrying their 
eagerness sometimes even to seizing persons in 
^their arms; and by dint of superior strength oinr 
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keying lliem, wHether they will or nci, iiito thcu- 

: In tins maimer it fai^pens not unfrequently tiiat 
persons^ whose object was not tiiat of embarking^ 
iteve been ccmipelled to do so in spite of them- 
sehm; finr as to remonstrating with these heroes 
jt 18 qnite out of the question^ neither can they 
^faear jou, so great is the noise made by all of 
odiem bawling together. The catraios are all 
marked with numbers on the bows^ upon the 
principle of our hackney coaches. In so lovely a 
ii&nate as that of Lisbon and in so brilliant an at- 
iQQGBpiie£e> the eflfect produced by a multitude of 
tiiese boats, highly coloured, moVing in all diree- 
Siom, is very picturesque and beautiful. 
\\ The Falmouth packets are, on their arrival, 
liruROuiided with them, and the dexterity which 
^fltr|r displs^ in eluding the vigilance of the cus- 
tmh house. officers is really surprising; so that 
lEfuqr forbidden objects are often through tiieir 
jpe^um conveyed ashore for the crews, without 
•Ihe knowledge of the officers of the packets or 
Ihose oi the customs. 

f. The price ustially paid for the hire of a catraio 
^ tiie whde of a day is eight or nine shillii^, 
provided you make your barg^ previous to em* 
^king. This i» an indispensable precautiou, for 
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the boat^tieu wM otberwise be shameteMi emmgh 
to ask a moidore, or sometimes even a six mii fndr 
(36^^)piece« ItisTeryj^eaMuiittoembarkmaiiBof 
ibeat iK>ato with a oouipamon 6t two far ihe ipm*- 
p^M of ahootifigrgulhi aiid divers at tiba numth of tte 
ffmr/ wlieoe ihe latter cAomid ; as do also^iniiie 
Sardinia sesason, vary large albatrosses. But tikeie 
are difficult to bring down, without a very Ima^ 
tmrvd^ ss they generally keep at a respeetaibiB 
distanceu 

Those who are ibi^d ci these water excoiaiow 
oiiiUflJly betaJoe themselves to retumiiig ^framiim 
m^i^isiihc nvtf, wfaen they ^ceive that thelide 
lie^;i]is to ^b* Tl^y are then <^ampelled to kaej^ 
near the shdrep by whidt they reap two advantagei; 
thalt of a stonier ismxent^ and the amusement of 
4bM)^ng jMasarieoB (a iarg« apieides of sand ladk) 
numerdus Jiocks of which are sioen aU along di^ 
aaAdy beadi giving it a apedded appearance. Fo^ 
individiiaia whose time is Iscmted, and who ai^ 
OMsaqnentty unaUe to go to sadi distances hotk 
the eity as to find the larger species of gma^, a 
pleasant day's sport may be had at a place eeXt'bA 
Jttntad, immediatdy round Tn^fmia point on the 
oppanta baidcs of the river's mo«Lth; This j^bacd li 
asp^dies of bred^, mterspersed wilh ytt!e man^ 
spoU^ BXjA abounding m most seasons with «dpeii 
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Ini.i^pMli psitridgcs alio toe not unfraqnen^ 

ui.SeSan i teiiaiimteiilyAGcoiiiitof iJiecmtruMi^ I 
fliist a»t CRMiilok one of ifae ttort iiite^ 
fmatB .to. iviuch they are appKed* I inean duri^ 
in the summer months^ of conreying partias to ^Ui- 
fitegl wpota in tiie rivw fin- iiie pnipose of tiatb- 
il^|w) At' on leaily hour in th^ motmng, wb»k 
ftmilirtt Me Men moiring down to th^ diA^rant 
f myib fclk^^ by Mrrants earrymg Iwidiai ^ 
Item aaA other htt&^ a^p«r4itu8. Atthislioiir 
MMaM^^on or noise is perceptible^ m it is tsmk 
fttlilre^hMe teati £»r the Whole (bathing seaMft^ 
Tlla t>IiOd tnofift j^neraHy resorted to is the beaA 
dMttiiqMdiay -opposite to the palariinrdi'b pftiaoe t 
«ni^lnth» hundreds of lM>atsfrogBft d^rMftpartS 
of tl^ 'lity Mpidr at ^ iiOBrs of the monolngtip 
t6 ak hb^as l^n ot «de^n ^'blook. 

4feia th^y .are.ttio<^ed ki four or fiirefaotiimt^r^ 
and tiia sanxk^g is lowered «id cifeAiUy tiad4own 
cp-all >idd«^ 40 that tibe imiidea nf ilSie dBaanily cmi 
undress as privately as in tbenr imn bed raraiik 
Sbejr tintt .^eofoif themieiiires in their Ihathing 
gtmrn^mViAi kixe nade df wry tfaicsk iKootteiy to 
fiweBt ^0 pomhility 4if the outline ofiliehody 
braiga^feosmittla. This is^a precaatmuhvMnwr 
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I|bt observed fay all> nor even by the greatest 
number J who for the most part wear a flowing 
irobe of printed calico which is no isooner wet, iihan 
sticking close to the skin, it exhibits even? the 
jkiovements of the muscles as clearly as if no gar- 
ments were on them. 

; 'The males of the bathing party undress ui:.thl& 
£Dre part of the boat, . and putting on a wooiUw 
jacket and breeches leap into the water and. kwi^i 
'about, until the ladies announce , that they aye 
ready. The gentlemen then receive th^o^ hold- 
ing their hands whilst they descend two. or thr^ 
;D@^veable stairs on tfa^ boat's side, and assist j^m 
in jumping off into the water. Here, great spUt- 
^erii%, spattering, squeaking, screeching, ^^e^ 
ing, -and snorting, is heard on all sides. / Hig^ 
jo]kes and low jdkes then prevail ; the latter are 
chiefly observable, when a short thick. lady of 
prodigious ^ btilk (a common sight) is descried 
sc^amUing up the ladder in her wet cott^m^giar? 
ment, resembUng a porpoise, and nearly, capsisiiig 
jthe boat with her weight. 
; At the moment when the bathing boats weare 
most numerous along the beach, I haveoot.nnr 
frequently seen the Alcantara regiment of cavakj 
receive orders to bathe and ride into, the :wa|6]r;in 
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total nudity, swimming about on their horses 
duNHigh the intervals of the boats to the no small 
dBseomfiture of the bathers. 

People who dislike this mode of bathing need 
only repair to the quay of the Black Horse square 
or to that of the fish market ; off which, at a con- 
venient distance, there are floating baths upon the 
very best principle and on very moderate terms. 
9nt for good swimmers, the best place is the mid- 
dle of the river, or else the beach on the opposite 
side near Sarmento's wine cellars, where the 
water is much clearer, and unsulUed with the filth 
iat tlie dty and shipping. Between this spot and 
the village of Trefaria, is a bed of the finest pos- 
sible description of oysters, totally different from 
liiose in general which are found in this dimate, 
having been originally sown there by an English 
kptcure many years ago. 

Persons who dislike bathing from the boats, and 
mboM means are too limited to allow of their fre» 
quentmg the floating baths £3r a whole season^ 
generally repair in the morning early or else in 
l9ie evening, to any of the beaches that are known 
to liave a good sandy bottom. . The best of these 
are a part of the beach at the packet stairs, the 
beach of Pedroi9os, or if they live at the upper 
extremity of the city, that of the Cruz da Pedra. 

r 
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Ill these places there is generally some old man 
or woman with a tent erected, in which females 
undress and equip themselves in their bathing- 
gowns. 

I have frequently walked into the water with a 
dozen of ladies, and have held their hands whilst 
they ducked their heads under water. Ladies, 
whose garden doors open immediately upon tha 
beaehj undress in their summer houses, and walk 
nto the water holding by a rope, one end of which 
Is fastened inside their door. This kind of bathr 
ng cannot of course be productive of so mucb 
good as the sudden immersion by plunging^ m 
headlong ; but as there is no case in which ladieg 
can indulge in the latter way, the walking in can- 
not be more unwholesome than the manner of 
entering tlie water in a floating bath. 

The Portuguese faculty reconmiend bathing fog 
all kinds of disorders or complaints; and it is well 
perhaps that they do so. For were this not thecasG^ 
nine tenths of the females of Portugal woxdd neve? 
have experienced an ablution since their baptismal 
one : — not even a single washing of their faces ii^ 
the morning with a towel ; which latter opera^ 
tion they usually perform with no greater rigour 
than merely by moistening the tip of a hand- 
kercliicf or towel in tlieir mouths and rubbuig it 



I 
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over thdr forehead^ eyebrows^ and nose. I heard 
a gentleman of rank^ who had been in England 
and imbibed in some measure our habits of clean- 
liness^ observe to his daughter^ '^ My dear> have 
you washed your face to-day T " Nad meo Pai, 
my face is not dirty I believe, therefore what need 
is there that I should wash it T 

The males have their own peculiar species of 
uncleanlmess, which consists, amongst other things, 
in seldom shaving oftener than once per week. 
So that you often see them in company with 
beards nearly an inch in length, black, bristly^ and 
like clothes brushes. 



F 2 



CHAPTER IV 



RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



ABSENCE OF PICTORIAL AND POETICAL TASTE IK POR- 
TUGAL CONVENT OP ALCANTARA — DISASTER OP A NUN 

—CHURCH OP S. AMARO, THE PATRON OP THE OALLE- 

COS VOTIVE OPPERINOS TO HIS SHRINE — ROPE HOUSE 

SQUARE OF BELEM ROTAL RIDING HOUSE^-QUEEN's 

GARDENS — MENAGERIE — QUEEN's PALACE CRUEL FATE 

OP THE MARQUIS OF TAVORA AND HIS FAMILY INI- 
QUITY OF THE JESUITS MONASTERY OF BELEM OF THE 

ORDER OP S. JERONIMO BELEM CASTLE — HEALTH OF- 
FICE — GEOGRAPHICAL LEARNING OF ITS OFFICERS — 

CHURCH OP THE MEMORIA ITS BEAUTIFUL SITUATION 

—MUSEUM ROYAL PALACE OF THE AJUDA — ITS GIGAN- 
TIC PROPORTIONS IMPOSSIBILITY OF COMPLETING IT. 



CHAPTER IV. 



RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



Anoint half a inil6 bdow the fish market^ on that 
port of &e river side called hy the English BuU- 
haj, stands the mint, of all the Portugaese puhKc 
edifices the most unworthy of notice ; I mean from 
the meamiess of its structure. It is easily recog^ 
ined on the street side, from the drcumstance of 
its guard and sentries, fiimished by the infantry 
in garrison, and occainonally by the marines. The 
eourtryard wall of this Building is the place of 
exhibition for the P<»tuguese taste for caricatur-^ 
ing ; and nothing under heayen can be more piti- 
frd than their attempts at this or any other branch 
of drawing. 

No coultitry in Europe has produced so limited 
4 number of poets and painters as Portugal. Of 
tiie former, Camoens is yclept the prince ; but he 
wif^ as justly be termed a plural unit, compris- 
ing in himsetf prince and subjects, none other of 
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note having appeared before or after him. For 
we cannot number among the children of pure 
inspiration^ Manoel Maria Bocage^ the Piron of 
Portugal^ whose writings, although full of all the 
fire and genius of a truly poetical mind, are from 
their nature deserving of being totally excluded 
from general perusal. Of painters to whom Por- 
tugal has given birth, I shall speak on some other 
occasion. 

In coasting down towards Alcantara, nothing 
remarkable farther meets the eye, but numberless 
eom granaries at the water's edge. The packet 
stairs, before alluded to, when enumerating liie 
different ' places of disembarkation, are the worst 
of all of them, owing to the high rock of almost 
perpendicular steepness which it is necessary tti 
descend by a narrow zigzag foot path, unprotected 
on the side nearest th6^ water, and therefore of 
course a very dangerous passage at night, "^ 

I recollect the circumstance of a tape selling 
contrabandista (smuggler) falling over this rock 
and being killed; and as he naturally had nofe 
time to confess himself before he expired, his body 
was given over for dissection t6 the hospital of 
S. Jose. After which, he being a prodigiously cor^ 
pident man, a quantity of human oil was extracted 
from him beyond any thing before heard of. This 
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k:reckoifed by the Portuguese faculty an excellent 
ipedfic for making ladies' hair grow again^ who 
ha^e lost it in consequence of malignant fevers 
{febres malinaa)* It is also recommended to be 
W^ by friction on dislocated joints in order to re- 
duce inflammation. In the last instance the PortiH 
gnese we not singular, for the French execution- 
em^in aU the principal towns make a commerce 
1^. pig's grease ini littie pots, which they pretend 
ii j(c^.. human lard, exteacted from the carcases of 
guillotined men. 

V ; Near- the mouth of the riVer of Alcantara, is a 
convent of nuns, one of whom not long ago was 
uemed.ot holding commerce with the devil, for 
lilnch purpose Bhe is said to have frequentiy passed 
a-good part of the night in a place where the 
other nuns only remained a &w moments at a 
time. But upon dose investigation, when tlie 
ecmvent was about to be exorcised, it was disco- 
vered that the evil one used, by means of a silk 
ladder let down from above, to climb up to the 
little window overhanging the river, having pre^ 
idously assumed the semblance of the girl's con*^ 
fiosM^r; a truly diabolical and scandalous expedient, 
hardly excusable even on the score of love. 
: The river, or rather rivulet, or stream, of Al- 
cantara, after passing under the grand arch of the 
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superb aqueduct, built by Don Emanuel, to tha 
northward xif the dty^ meandeis through a be»tt- 
tiful valley .enriched with orange grov^, until it 
amves ai Hie bridge called Alcantara and tiieii 
contributes its mite to the aggrandisement of ths^ 
majestie Tagus. There is ndthing. remarkable ia 
it here, or rather nothing that ever attracted my 
notice, beyond the immense quanlMes of fine 
chesnuts, which are brought in boats from Al- 
garre as to a depot, and here purchased by retailers 
and chesnut roasters. ■■■■"; 

With the excepticAi of the ground occupied by 
the garden c^ the Conde d'Aiva, the whole of the 
river's side between Alcantara and the beach ef 
Junqueira is occupied by dockyards belonging tb 
Englidmien ; some of whom have amassed good 
property, thanks to the number of lame duds m 
they term them, whidi the rough weather in win-* 
ter d!)liges to have recourse to them for vepain 
The most considerable of these dockyards is that 
of , wUcIl a Mr. Shealey is proprietor ; a maaf w 
remarkable for his hospitality, as for intdOigenee 
in his profession. 

Immediately behind this estabUshment is situ- 
ated, on the top of a small but steep hill, tibie dburch 
of S. Amaro, the ascent to which is by a spacious 
flight of steps where a fair is held on that saint's 
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4asy* & Amaro is the patron saint oi the galle- 
.got^^and other beasts of burden particdbarfy ; and 
kk dqp^artment being a branch of the Esonlaptan 
iemk, that of euring sore legs, bruised legs, and 
lirokefi legi^ it is no wonder tfai^ in this class of 
itteik should be found the greatest number of his 
«ytaai68» No sooner does one of these poor ^de- 
luded <wetches xecoyer the use of a firaotured 
Jknlv after perhaps three months' confinement, 
jl^ian jie jepMTS to S. Amaro's altar, depositing on 
&B s^Espi of the same a bottle of oil to feed the 
-cmfHbunaing lamp of the shnne ; and aftar at- 
tarting to some part of the church a little waxen 
Inr, dsmblematical of that which has been cured, 
Zg,«„«i^ him^ for a con^erofak time U- 
ioie) tihe image of S. Amaro with the most earnest 
thanksgivings for performing so miraculous a cure, 
i tdieed not say what becomes of the bottle 4)f oil, 
as ^y 4me will be sufficiently acquainted by 
<his f»»e with Portuguese priests not tp reqtare 
hmg telj} that it is employed in frying their fish 
«id savommg their sallad ; the ever-burning lamp 
Mng only lighted a little bef(»re the opemng of 
the doors. 

The iieach of Junqueira although a catrido star 
tHHi is aa exceedingly inconvenient landing place 
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at all tfanes, but particularly at low water owing 
to its extreme shallowness. The boatmen are in 
the latter case obliged to take the passengers cm 
their shoulders, and carry them sometimes two 
hundred yards to place them on terra firms. I 
once saw a very fat friar borne along in this man- 
ner : he either sat not properly astride, owing to 
his cumbersome dress, or else the man was not of 
tax adequate strength to carry such a heap of 
blubber. I know not which, nor does it idgnify; 
but when at a few paces only from the boat, both 
priest and porter went down together with a pro- 
digious splutter, to the no small amusement of 
every one who witnessed the scene. Some.sc^ 
diers passing in a boat at the time kept calling to 
his reverence *' Abra a boca e tenha f(6" — *' open 
your muzde and be of good faith." 

On the lower side of this beach begins the 
famous rope house, built under the ministry of 
the marquis of Pombal. It contains besides the 
rope walk many government work-shops of dii^ 
iercdit kinds. This place is also a species of house 
iji correction, or of hard labour for women of the 
town, who may have been guilty of some remark- 
able excesses ; but chiefly for those who by witch- 
craft have undermined the health of sotao holy 
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vittn and are fherefore sent here to expiate their 
ofiences^ it no longer being practicable to consigp 
diem to the dungeons of the Inqmsition. 

On that side of Belem square^ which is paralldl 
to the quay^ is seen the royal riding honse^ a neat 
and tastefiil edifice ; but where the nature of the 
ihstnietion is so absurd that it is difficult to cour 
ader with any degree of patience the buckram 
lessons which the pupils receive. Contiguous to 
the riding house> are die terrace and court-yard of 
the queen's gardens^ at the entrance of which 
diere is a Serjeant's guard. In this court are dena 
l(Hr^ different wild beasts^ once maintained there 
fiffwcnriosity ; and above the courts to the right,, 
to which you ascend by a flight of marble stairs, 
k a beautiful terrace having on one side of it very 
extensive aviaries^ where there were formerly kept 
some very fine and rare birds of prey. I say for- 
merly, because after the king's dq>arture finr 
Krazil, aU these poor prisoners were starved to 
death ; the keepers thinking it more expedient 
ihat Christians should eat ibe meat aiiowed finr 
them plentifully, than that it should be applied to 
the use €£ brute beasts. The poor animals thus 
dfagged on £)r some short time a miserable erist- 
enoe^ living solely upon the cakes or other littie 

trifles* which the curious, who came there to see 

8 
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them^ usually brought in theit po<!iket8^ for theuij 
until they ended their career by absolute inanitidii. 
Amongst these famished victims, was a very finfe 
lion, a hippopotamus, an elephant, and some smsffler 
beasts, a pair of very fine Ragles, A king of the 
vultures an4 other birds. 

On the left hand side, at the top of the court," 
is the door communicating with the garded^y 
which upon application is opened by a porteif 
who receives a trifling fee for his trouble. Thw 
garden is Uke all others of the kind in' Portugal, 
laid out* in a stiff symmetrical manner, wWcb 
efifect is still heightened by the sides of the walka 
(fonhed in very high box or laurel) being cHpt set 
a9 to resemble walls. At the extremity irf oadt 
walk is a single statue of some af^ropriateliea^ 
then deity; and at the intersections of several 
walks th^re are groupes of the same, all in white 
marble, and very well executed. But ^tbcAigb 
these statues bear the attributes of those whoM 
they are meant to represent, the general ijgnd* 
rande is^ great that they are not uhfre4iientiy 
tfl&en for Nossa Senhoras. and respected as such. 
I even recollect a fact at Cintra of a certain old 
caliholic lady having been found on her knees 
before a Venus de' Medici in the marquis of Ma^ 
rialva's garden. 



CRUEL FATB OP THE IIARUUIS OF TAVORA. 79 

The Ugh tirees in the queen's garden at Belem 
consist chiefly of a species called by the Portu- 
guese olfarobeirM from the fruit (alfarohas) 
wi^ch th^y bear. This fruity when ripe^ resembles in 
soine measure a dried up bean-pod of a deep nut- 
hogany colour ; the pod is the only part which is 
e»toii and it has a very luscious flavour. The 
bean is exceedingly hard and of a flattened round 
shape. At the upper extremity of this garden is 
ike palace; which in point of structure hardly 
descares the name. During the absence of the 
royal family^ it was converted into government 
oAces ; and at a certain time of the year the se- 
cretary of state held his levees there, after hearing 
mass : an invariable rule with D. Miguel Forjaz, 
and which together with his general character for 
devotion procured him, in a certain periodical 
wmrk, the appellation of the Militai^Theologo. 

A little below Belem square, is a small fruit 
market. I should not take notice of this place, 
but for the circumstance of its having in the midst 
of it a column, marking the spot on which stood 
the palace of the marquis of Tavora who, with 
the whole of his family including even the chil- 
dren^ was under circumstances of the most horrid 
cruelty put to death for high treason against king 
Joseph. His palace was rased, its site ploughed 
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^p^ salt strewed on the spot, and the present 
column erected to perpetuate his ignominy^ 
When it was afterwards clearly proved that the 
Jesuits had been the authors of the whole plot 
if or the destruction of the king), that body with 
theur usual cunning inculpated some innocent and 
loyal noblemen, whose families were in conse- 
quence exterminated from the face of the earth* • 
At about three hundred yards from the above 
memento of Jesuitical villainy, stands the convent 
of Belem ♦ belonging to the order of S. Jero» 

* ^^ The real name of this magfiificeat edifice is Bethiem 
which the Portuguese write and pronounce Belhn ; it is situ- 
ated in a village of the same name, and there is, on the banks 
of the Tagus, a fort called Belem« The church seen from a 
distance has the appearance of a prodigious building, but on a 
near inspection is a beautiful and regular edifice, worthy of the 
king D. Memuel, not however so much for its beauty and mag- 
nificence as for the extraordinary nature of the design and 
execution of it. 

<' Here are the beautiful tombs of king Manuel, and quieen 
Maria, Which are of apiece with other noble monuments here 
found in great numbers, it being the burial place of many 
kings and queens, princes and princesses, whose tombs are 
distinguished by resting on elephants and are adorned with 
crowns -and -escutcheons. 

^* ThiB convent is of the fathers of S. Jeronimo, and has 
room for two hundred friars ; the cells are spacious and well 
aired, with a view of the Tagus in front, and looking in rear 
upon orange groves, at once enchanting to .the eye, and de« 
licious for their fragrance. The revenues of this monastery 
amount to nearly eight thousand ducats ; and besides the gar- 
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famo, the outside of which o£fers nothing remark- 
ably heing an unseemly wall strengthened by 

^^]^ P^^^^^^S ^^^^^^^^ and crowned wi£h 
ibme irem^ihing fragments of a battlement ccHn- 
pbised of ornamental croix pat6es. A few mise- 
Miller littiiewindbwsy here and there between the 
buttresses, are rendered still more miserable and 
Hgged in iheir -appearance by a parcel oi dirty 
flower pots heterc^^eneouisly' fixed about th^n. 
The ground floor between the buttresses is let 
dttt- to owners of grog shopl The entrance, 
Whidi is at the eastern extremity, is said to be a 
Veiy fine specimen of godiic architecture : it may 
\m (iotasidered as such by those who have not seen 
ooor bwn gothic ^athedrids. This was formerly 
ihe burial place of the kings of Portugal ; but of 
late tbey have been interred in ihe monastery of 
Sj Vicente' d^ Fora. Contiguous to the convent 
iel a' beautiful onmgery, belongmg to the monks, 
tihe fruit of which is always bought up at an early 
season when yet unripe, for exportation. 
. In one of the galleries, you are shewn the full 

fleas deitidedibr pleasaie and recreatton, the convent has an 
eztoum pork appertaining to it, which ppovides the monks 
nidi com; unne, and every species of fruits. This park is 
mJled round ; and the convent, church, and dependencies 
are all built of stone.'* — Farin e Souza e Qoez, c. 53* p. !• 



82 BELEM CASTLE. 

length portraits of all the kings of Portugal from 
the time of D. Alfonso Henriquez. Th6 body irf 
the church is rery worthy of attention, partictilMiy 
the seats of the principal dignitaries, which are made 
of a finely polished dark colonred wood exquisitely 
-wrought. In another part of the building you 
ar^ shewn a very curious old manuscript bible. 
The organ is also very fine; but there are no 
.paintings in this cathedral worthy of notice. 

Belem Castle * now stands high and dry ; but 
I remember the time when at high water evej» 
large boats could sml round it. The change ie 
owing to the accumulation of sand occasioned by 
the situation on which the edifice is built. I shaH 
not enter into a description of this tower, it being 
already so well known ; but I shall confine myself 
to accounting for a certmn gun-shot wound ob- 
servable on the front which immediately faces the 
river. During our late misunderstanding with 
America, a British frigate and an American sloop 



* " In Uie middle of the river is seen a squaie tower, which 
may be considered as the citadel of the metropolis, and which 
all vessels that enter the port must salute, presenting to the 
commandant their bills of health and passports. It has a well 
foTtiHed place of arms provided with cannon: conTeniences 
belowto serve as granaries when required and otherB above, 
where state prisoners are coniined," — Farin e iSbuzia e Coet, 
e. S3, .p. i. 



of wu m^n ^g in the T^pm- The lottery be* 
yug da«ix>ii3 of MUing, de^iri^ thftt the Britidi 
ftifnto ^liould b^ Appri^ of thf» Ltfibon port^laws ; 
wtiAt m fss^ JKk^ the pr^s<^<^ i^nact that po 
feipd f hftQ Isn^fi the Ti»giu3 in pmrsuit of mother 
lilil digl^ Md ferty hQur$ &om the time ol her 
aiiifiiigt ThdQritid^^gfiimianikr however Iti^ 
(be AflMfieon Ahnost immedifttel/ lifter she had 
dropped 4oivii the river ; hut on arriying abreast 
y fi^i» Tow^^ he we0 halJed mA t^ fi^ At» 
This was no sooner done dm Q^fi gim hmg m 

wpdiiieaslbr tk^ Ammcm) i» r&immd the pmn- 
Itofimt three^dd; two of the shot missed the 
toicfir mid went intoihe fields faebind> but one of 
lima better imned mBbted the vound above men- 
iBNied^ 

On tiie western side of the tower^ aa the beach, 
IB &e heaiih afl^ee, with which aU vesaels aje 
cUigMsd ta oommuniciite an their armal, previous 
te hraig allpdred praticyie. Hece manjr incon;* 
loanieiices ofiten occur owing to the eonsupimate 
ignoraaop and want of aduoation in apme of its 
oAidal people. It ooce happened that an indivir 
dual wished to lapd a hex, which had eome in a 
^^feaadi fjpoat Marseilles. A eon^.agiftiift fsvar nras 
kaafwn to ra^ at that time ia Malaga. The ofr 

g2 
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ficer to whom the application was made obseryed, 
that he could not sanction the landing of the bos^ 
as it came from an infected port ; it was in rmn 
represented to him that Marseilles and Malag;a 
were two very dis^tinct places ; and even when a 
map of the Mediterranean was set before hhn and 
the points in question clearly shewn^ he contented 
himself with placing his thumb on Malaga- and 
his little finger on Marseilles/ adding^ ''No, no, it 
cannot land, 'tis all the same thing, there is only^ 
the distance of a span.'' . l 

Havmg arrived thus far down the river's sid^l 
shall retrace n^ steps and speak of objects, asofi^ 
persons just as they may happen ta occur to me. ^ 

Behind the convent of S. Jeronimo is^ a street- 
leading up along the wall of the queen's garden 
to the church called the Memoria; erected in 
commemoration of the king (Joseph)'s escape when 
attacked by the. monkish regicides. The spot on 
which the edifice is built, is precisely that where 
the royal carriage was fired at. It is almost 
solely composed of a circular dome, very similar, 
to that of the new convent, and is built of the* 
same materials, a fine white species of marble 
brought at considerable expense from the quarries, 
near Mafra, This building commands the finest 
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Tiew imaginable both of the dly, th6 rirer above 
and below it, and a great extent of colintry on 
the other side of the water. 
' Not far from the Memoria is the museum. 
H^e may be seen, as in all museums, a number 
of ctirioiut things, aad also the stuffed skins of 
the ^poor beasts and burds that ^ere starvied by 
their keeper in the court-yard and aviaries of the 
queen's gardens at Belem. Adjoining the mu^ 
seum ii a small botanical garden for exotic plants ; 
but in this, as in every other department, the 
Jdog'i absence at Rio has been jpSroductive 6f no 
amcQioratioh, and pilfering of every kind has been 
carried on with impunity. 

Iti6 king's palace of the Ajuda is a most poib* 
deroiss e(Mce ; that is, the wing which was nearly 
finished in 1819.' This^ like most Portuguese un* 
dertakings, was begun on a colossal scale, and 
fike them also, will probably never be finished. 
In size, shape, and extent, it resembles Solomon's 
temple (that is, the drawings which we see of it) 
more than any thing I ever saw. Over the grand 
entrance are some colossal statues, of a taste as 
clumsy as the brazen gentleman in Hyde-Park. 
It is impossible to calculate the expense of the 
building of this palace ; and I am convinced that 
no estimate of the probable charge was ever made 
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p^^em to be^nmng it^ w it neveir would fatro 
heeti tindGrtdkelk It is^ like all otbeo* grevt ddi^ 
fices in Portugal, constracted with imsicnK massed 
of mnvble brought from M«fra; anl ^hto we 
eontAdQf the charge of extracting eadb of tbeid 
gigantic rooks from the quarries,^ that of euttin^y 
polishing^ and placing them^ and lastly Ihe tiboit^ 
sands of bullocks and carts employed in the tranii^ 
port from Mfi^^ at the a^ei^age hire of fram 
forty to fifty shillings per diem eadi yoke, wq 
shall be lost in calcnlation of the enpense^ 

There is nothing particular about the inteamd 
deoorations of the palace, excepting the painlanga 
with which the walls of the aportiieients afire h^ 
daubed, and which are remarkaUe for bad tiste 
and pitifril execution. The situation t£ this p»* 
lace is much superior to that of the Necessidades t 
and it commands as fine a view almost as does the 
Memoria already mentioned, being {Mretty nearly 
of an equal height above the river* 
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CHAPTER V. 



RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



Oi^ Biienos Ayres a great deal has been said ; it 
b)^^ the place of residence of most English £Euni- 
lies, and particularly of those of our countrymen 
and countrywomen who^ suffering from pulmo^ 
ffiury complaints^ are usually advised by their pro* 
fessioBial attendants to remove to this dimat^ 
'v^eh they see no chance of being able to make 
them drag out their existence many vireeka longer. 
It '■ is diMcult to define the boundaries of what 
people please to call Buenos Ayres ; there l^ing 
bfit 0ne street of that name, and which is less 
lliaii any other, considered as such. There is a 
secoi^ street running up out of the main street, 
and at right angles with it and the river, called 
Rna de S. F. de Paula ; the hoiusea at the top 
mid cm the left hand of which I ctmsider to be the 
weirt^m boundary of Buenos Ayres.^ 

^Thebac^s of these frontier houses command a 
beautiful unint^nipted view of the mouUi of the 
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river^ of Alcantara^ Junqueira^ the palaces of 
Ajuda and the Necessidades ; while in the distant 
scenery is included the fishermen's village of Tra- 
faria^ the isolated fort Bu^a in the middle of the 
entrance, fort S. Julian, Cascaes &c. These 
houses are, as may be imagined, exceedingly 
dear, and are chiefly occupied by English. The 
Rua do Prior running off from them at right angles, 
iiAd of course parallel with the Tagus^ is ysaktuS^ 
denfly oiik l3ie.lHrow of the hill: to bd S(^eeiic4l it, 
rtmx from &e north wind. AhsM)at all th& houset 
in this street are hotels, kept either by j&iglshr 
mexi, or hf people who speak English* Th^«c^ 
cGBoosnodafiotia are very good, in so! &r aii thusy 
harbour peirbaps a few less bugs thaai elsfewheiie,; 
and tiio Tiew from the houses is for the present 
unobstructed by any buildings in firont,. thegrojund 
beiQg occupied as a fruit and kitchen galrdeu* 

It appears to me extraofdinary how wo^em 
could contemplate the majesty of the Tagus^ is 
seen from Beevesf Hotel, and not be struck T»ih 
the grandeur of the scene. Can any oao who }u» 
only seen our rivulets, consider with indifferenoe s 
river whoae breadth opposite the city measofeA at 
least ten miles? That person must be stmigely 
influenced by national prejudice who conld dd 
otherwise than confess that our Thames, with all 



MBASTIARISTilS. 91 

itM gf8iidfli]jr> is ill comtiarisdn mkh thii but m 
mere idkdh. 

^ The streets abore mentioiied^ togeiberwith thai; 
of Hans Sdcramast^ constitute what is gendralty 4ii^: 
dostodd hfBoeiioB AyrcB. Itisin this plaoe^inA 
hmm ^ the mxtretautf of Rno do Prior, that the: 
vigbMbk ar« made on the appearance of kny veiadi 
off the bar; and numbers of persons^ int^rerted iii) 
the arrrrd of the Fahnouth packets or other idnps^ 
are itoHtinuaUy seen> straining their eyes with iit^ 
t^Me anxiety through spy ghisses directed on the 
horison, and hoping^ that any speck tiuit biecomea 
vidble may proTe to be the wished for oljgecL 

Here Also a fidr trareller declares that she saw 
what^ during a residence of many yeacsj, I could 
Bfifer perceiye^ crowds of Sebastianistas looking: 
out for the arriyal of their patron. That there 
are p^fsonn weak a[K)ugh to believe in the conti^ 
sued existcsice of king Sebastian is ui^oubted; 
indeed I have been intimatdy acduainted with 
a^mtAi but that they pu^h the mania so fiur aft 
IfQ orowd abcmt Bucasos Ayres hill to VfabA for 
Ua anrival^ or that they ever make rniy thing ecm* 
e^hiii^ him a topic of conv^rsatioi^, I never waa 
able. to observe. I therefore betieve that some 
persons mtsst have misled that amiable and m 
iK^y P^wlis very a&urate authoress^^ into a per^ 



92 ERROR OF A FAIR TRAVELLER. 

suasion that every old fashioned Lisbon merchant/ 
with a three pomted hat and bob wig. hddmg a: 
glass in his hand, was an expectants Sehastiahist^ 
mnoe that is the dress which is supposed to dii»*^ 
ttnguish that sect, if such it may be called; :A&> 
it may not 1,6 unproper here to say .omfeiMng: 
about the Sebastianistas, and to give a clear idea^^ 
of the origin of so absurd a sect, I shall forlthe^ 
information of those who may not have itaken:tiiet 
trouble to inforin themselves on this point of P<»h* 
tuguese history, give ft brief account of Don'Se^' 
bastian^s reign and disappearance. :« ' ^ 

This prince, at the age of three years, 'suw 
ceeded to the throne on the death of his uhde 
John IIL, on the 6th of June, 1557. During the' 
l^ng^s nrinority, the reins of government were 
confided to his grandmother, queen Catherine, 
who acted with such vigour and prudence, that 
she compelled the Moors, who had laid siege ta 
Mazagdo with an army of 80;000 men, to aban- 
don that enterprise, aa well as the attempted r&*> 
duction of all the other strong places held by the 
Portuguese on the African coast. Notwithstand- 
ing' the illustrious qualities of this queeu, the 
natural aversion which the Portuguese could not 
help manifesting to the government of a woman';^ 
ahd' above all a Spanish woman, became at last 
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j|k> endmt, that slie voluntarily resigned the re^ 
gency into the hands of her brother in law^ the 
cardinal D. Henriquez^ great uncle to the king. - 

At the age of fourteen^ the youiig nionarch 
took upoit himself the government of his king^- 
dom, and began from the earliest period to give 
proQ& o£ th& injudieious manner in which he had 
beea educated. So false were the ideas whidi 
had been instilled into his mind; that he r^arded 
Chiistiamty as consisting diiefly of a mortal 
hatred towards Miisselmans. I shall pass over in 
silence the numberless difficulties which aocom-^- 
paoied iher^beginning of his reign^ by reason of the 
bad advice of his counsellors^ and the intrigues of 
that. detestable body of men the Jesuits. 

Jn 1574^ the king began to shew his love of 
enterprise ; for having invited some of his nobles 
to a bunt^ he suddenly embarked and set sail with 
them, unprovided with necessaries of any kind, 
for. the coast of Africa, whither he had previously 
despatched the Prior of Crato with a few hundred 
inen. : /On his arrival there, he sent back ord^s t6 
ib» duke d'Aveiro to join him with his people, and 
tOf bring with him as many volunteers as he might 
be able to assemble. This was no sooner done; 
than he betook himself to a number of small in* 
WQiis, exposing his person in the most imminent 
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degree, Hfiihwt, Isowai^j undertaking jmf ^kmg 
ipf mc^euA. {fe ineturiied shortly after iQ JLhbM^ 
afSter leirpmeticmg ^n bis p«M93age tbe.moit tonr 
{>ert))4iDii Wie»^rt fuid hifi arnvid iyq^ cekfarated 
3¥jith sadi 4e9»iHi#trfttioB(3 of joy^ m smst hast 
i^iUttfied bim i}ie ismt lively 99AM&fftmk» . > 

T2i# fruiilewnesfi of tlm wld fixpeditaoa, £nr 
from cming tie king of hifl mama, ;«flBed only to 
Adgmtint his deaira of conquaring aU Africa^ Budi 
imi; im kifatuaikm that^ ibheigx foyoiu: mklk him^ 
h wfMs aecessorj to appfaud Ms prcgccts:^ jboA m 
^^ireiiaiistasice soon oecurred which jGu^onsd ids jut^ 
dwt wishes. Muley Mahomet, kipg of Fes and 
ftf Morocco^ iiad boeu deihroned by his anek lUbir 
ley Moluco ; ^and in the beginning cof tine war he» 
tween thcae two pi&nces the regent of Portugal 
had Bent o&rs of soccmur to Mahomet^ who jrer 
fiised them witii oontempt. But seeing himself 
heiten, and haTing SGlicited in vain the afisistaoee 
pf the kir^ of Spain^ he had at last recotirse to 
Sebastian ; and to render him propitiaus he gmm 
iq> io bim Arzila, wbjdi his fsdier had wrested 
fhwi the Portugueae. Nothing con&d be mace 
egf ei^ble to tthe king's desires. He iliore&re vset 
pff into .Spain to solicit the si^port id his usida 
Philip II. ; who being unable to dissuade his aa^ 
phew from soofl advised an under tajkuig>i)ondiiided 
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tfaB.;iiiteniew iy^ pratoisiiig to mmt him md^ 
fiftjr galleys and Avis tlnmsaod mem. He marto^ar 
acBt tiie cKptuBL AliM%,.fiXiiiSieGr of cotmaoaiB^ 
esf&atmoe, to ASocsl, in order to .asoeFtida •exactly 
iMriiiBttQis stood there; but notmtfasta&diBg the 
mtfavocalile xiqK)rt of this envoy^ the ki^g 4t£ 
Portugal's rescdution remained unsjbaken. 

. The old ifueen and libe «ai\dinal Henriqiiez^ fcr- 
gtttiDg^ their mutual hatred to eaeh lefher^ united 
ihdr eflGbrts to persuade theldng to desist £rom his 
foipDae. JBut failing ifijtliehrfltte«q)iUut^fer^ 
^mdAsmiAf afiter of goef ; and (£he fetter cetired 
to Etmra, refiising to see hk nephew or to aooept 
ef Hm iregeucy daring his ^absence. The Idttg 
HKneorer received a letter &om Muley Mohico^ 
stsfing that he had dethroned, in the pexsqgQ sf his 
nqphow Muley Mahomet, the most unpijaieipled4>f 
Igrmrts and assassms, and one jdtoge€her unworthy 
rf^SriNMitian's assistanoe : adding that if &e king 
of Itortugal 'Would idesist :fra^, his threatened iii*^ 
▼aoion, he would add to tiie PoringaieBe posscB* 
i&onsm 4^&ica A iportaon xyf (CuhiTated fend of ten 
•tfiiles Insadth round ieadi town. l%ose hdd by 
tihe Poitaguese :at 4iiat time were deutay Tangier, 
Aridfe and Mazag&o. To ilhese pn^>osals D. 
Sidbostian ^ave no Mwwer, but betook himsdf to 
feyiiiif *eentpibutions iNidilatfi^ of evKry kind upon 
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his people^ receiving donations from liis nobkBy 
and exacting from the clergy, by yirtue of ihci 
bull regarding cnvuides, a sum amounting to fifty 
thousand crusados. He also extorted 'frt>m 1h^ 
New Christitos, two hundred and twenty thousand 
crusados, in return for which he granted them se* 
veral privileges.. 

By means of these funds he levied troops at 
home and abroad ; and on the 17th June went in 
procession to the cathedral, where the royal. staiod- 

ard received the solemn benedidion of the ardn 

« 

bishop and was immediately presented by the king 
to D. Luiz de Menezes, vidth drdei^ fb embark the 
troops forthwith. These consisted of 9000 For** 
tuguese infantry; 3000 Germans undev; : colonel 
Amberg, sent by the prinee of Orange ; 700. Itar 

lians commanded by Sir • Stukely^ an English 

knight ; 2000 Spaniards ; and 500 volunteers 
commanded by Christovdo de Tavora^ ah intimate 
friend of the king, a man of courage, but desti^ 
tute of experience in matters of war. ; . 

The ^uadrbn was composed of fifty men of 
war and five galleys, besides the transports &c. 
amounting altogether to nearly 1000 saiL The 
artillery of • the expedition consisted of twelve 
pieces. The king embarked on the 24th June 
1578/ leaving the government of the kingdom 
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dtiring lis absence to the aidibishop of Lbbon> 
D. Jorge de Almeida^ D« Pero de Alca(oya» Fran- 
cbco de Sa and D. Jose Mascaienhas. I shall 
not speak of the numberless prayers sent in from 
all parts of the kingdom to dissuade the king from 
his purpose^ for ihey would fill volumes: but 
radh was the aitadment of the whole country to 
thk romantic sovereign^ that hundreds sent th(^ 
sons to accompany him> who would not sanction 
hk enterprise by appearing in it themselves. 

The flotilla sailed from the Tagus with a &vdr^ 
aUe wind, and arrived in a few days lit Cadiz> 
Habere the duke of Afedina Sidonia entertained 
the king magnificentiy for the space of a week, 
tuing aU Jus endeavours (as instructed by the 
king of Spain) to engage his guest at least not to 
heard Ms royal person in Africa^ But Sebastian^ 
having here been joined by the expected succours, 
set sittl and anchored off Tangier, where he dis- 
embarked with a few troops ; having ordered D. 
Diego de Souza to proceed to Arzila and there 
to land the rest of the expedition and wait his 

arrivaL This was executed; and the army re- 

• 

mained at Andla three weeks, before they were 
joined by the king, 

Sebastian found Muley Mahomet waiting for 
bun at Tangier, where a council of War was held, 

H 
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in which it was determined unanipiously to begin 
by taking Larache; and it being his majesty'g 
wish^ it was agreed to march thither by land and 
to ford the Luco river. The, Moorish prince wai 
expisiedingly averse to thjis arrangement ; but: the 
ttmy advanced on the 29th July, and encamped 
at two leagues from Arzila. , Here ihey were met 
by. captain Aldava^^who was sent by the duke of 
Alva to. present the king with a helmet, whidi 
had belonged to £he emperor Charles Y., and a 
letter advising him. not to penetrate into the inte- 
rior; but to confine ;his operations to the reduo* 
tioii of Larache. Muley jVIoluco, notwithstanding 
a serious illness under which he was su^ering^ was 
now approaching .the invaders at .the head of ea 
innumerable force ; and he ^fixed his camp clo8$. 
to the ford of .the Luco> in sight of the Christian 
army. 

Don Sebastian again held a council, wherdn 
some were for -retreating, ^wing to the appareai 
impossibility of forcing the passage of the river j 
but many gave their vote for the fight,, whieh 
being most consonant with the king's taste 
was adopted. Notwithstanding the objection&ef 
Mahomet, who clearly saw that by this he cer- 
tainly could gain nothing and might lose. every 
thing, dispositions were therefore made for givmg 
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bittle on the following morning, the 4tli of 

The Christian army was, by the direction of 
Aldavdy drawn up in three lines. The first con* 
skted of the volunteers, having on tiieir right the 
Germans and Italians, and on their left the Spar 
marda: the Portuguese regiments composed the 
second and third lines. The cavalry, to the num^* 
ber of fifteen hundred, were divided into two corps : 
tikat of the right was commanded by the duke of 
Av^o, having with hun Mahomet and his peo- 
]^ ; while the left corps, in which was the royal 
standard, was under the order of the duke of 
BarcelloB, with whom were the Prior of Crato and 
maiiy other first rate noblemen. The king was in 
the van. 

Muley M oluco likewise disposed his troops in 
three lines. In Ms first were the expatriated 
Moors of Andaluzia ; the second was composed of 
the Elches, or renegades; and the third of the 
Africans of < Fez, Morocco, and Frudante. The 
whole were drawn up in the form of a crescent, 
having on each flank 10,000 horse, and in the 
tear the rest of the cavalry. 

Muley Moluco, although fainting with delnlity, 
got upon his horse to witness in person the exe^ 
eution of his orders^ and at eleven o'clock opened 

H 2 
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a fire with the whole of his artillery. The.Chris- 
tians returned the compUment^ and immediatdy 
engaged the enemy with the heat and yalour 
which might be expected from a young and gal- 
lant nobility, inspired by the presence of their kiiig. 
Don Sebastian, on the first onset, received a wound 
in the shoulder blade, but took no notice of it; 
and charging through the first line of the enemy,. 
he put the second in disorder; Here Muley Mo-. 
luco. made a des][)erate attempt to charge in per* 
son, aiid drew his scimitar for the purpose; bjat 
nature being at length exhausted, he fell fironi M^ 
saddle, and but that his attendants caught hiiHf 
he would have reiached the ground. Being c^- 
ried to his Utter, he almost immediately expired, 
placing his finger on his Ups to signify that it waai 
expedient to keep his death a secret. 

The Christian army were now surrounded on 
all sides. The king had two horses killed under 
him ; and fighting by his side were slain Don Al* 
fbnso d6 Aguilar, Don Gonsalvo Chacon and cap- 
tain Aldaya, all three Castillians. His majesty 
was now soon made prisoner, and stripped of sJO, 
his arms ; and as those who took him began to 
dispute to whom they should deliver him, one of 
their captains observing it cried aloud, '' What I 
after God's granting us such a victory, are you 
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quarrelling like dogs about a prisoner?'' and im- 
mediately gave the king so violent a sabre cut 
over the right eye, that he felled lum from his 
horse. The other Moors, then despairing of a 
raqsom for his person, put an end to his life. 

Such, according to some, was the end of Don 
Sebastian. Others affirm that he was seen alive, 
after the time that c^ent is supposed to have tsficen 
place, by Luis de Brito who was made prisoner 
with the royal standard and carried to . Fez * : 
and Don Luiz de .Lima declared that he after- 
wards saw the king walking towards the river, as 
did also Manoel de Seuza t- 

On, the following day, Muley Hamet, who had 
been proclaimed king of Morocco as soon as the 
battle was over, ordered all the prisoners into his 
presence. Amongst these was Don Nuno Mas- 
carenhas the king's servant, who affirmed that his 
master was dead and in the manner above de- 
scribed. Some of the captives were then sent to* 
gain information on the subject on the field of 
battle; and Sebastiad de Resende, a servant of 
the king's chamber, returned with a dead body, 
which was acknowledged by almost all the pri- 
soners as that of their late king. It was then 

*• Mendon^a. De Meza, Joumada d* Africa, 
t Faria e Souza. 
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conveyed by order of Hamet to Alca^eaquivir^ and 
deposited in the house of a Jew *. 

Philip IL of Spain forming an aUiance soon 
after with Muley Hamet, this supposed body of 
Don Sebastian was given up to him and conveyed 
to Ceuta* From thence it was taken to Pprtu- 
gal, and deposited amongst the remains of his 
fonfl&thera in the convent of Belem; where^ m 
well as at Madrid, his funeral obsequies wer^ p^- 
formed. Thus ended Don Sebastian, in the twenty^ 
fifth year of his age, and twenty-third of his reign, 
a victim to the inordinate love of glory. 

Some say that Sebastiao de Resende declared 
that the body above mentioned was the king^s, in 
order to facilitate his majesty's escape. The fact 
is, that the Prior of Crato, who was taken pri^ 
soner, always affected to speak of the death of 
his master in very ambiguous terms; and we are 
assured that, during the reign of the cardinal-king 
Don Henriquez, his successor, Don Sebastian came 
to Algarve, and sent a well known person to an- 
nounce his arrival to his uncle. But this prince's 
ambition stifled in him any latent affection for his 
nephew, so far as to induce him to suppress most 
carefully the promulgation of this news. 

* Mendonga. 
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Every thing connected with the reign of Don 
Sebastian is extraordinary : but it is much more 
so that ihere should still be many persons, in other 
respects very sensible, who believe that he will yet 
appear again to ascend the throne of Portugal ; 
and many there are who, in defence of this belief, 
would undergo martyrdom. This sect or party, 
whichever you please, are called Sebastianist;as ; 
and although they have not printed any thing on 
the subject, they have nevertheless written num- 
berless papers, in which the most incredible efforts 
are made to give a colouriiJg of plausibility to 
their absurd opinions. Lord Tyrawley is said to 
have exclaimed respecting the Portuguese, *' What 
can be expected of a nation, one half of which is 
looking out for the M essiah^ and the other half, 
for Don Sebastian who has been dead for two 
cent«ri«r 
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Returning from the digression in the last chapter^ 
I shall now resume my remarks upon the public 
edifices of Lisbon. Immediately under Buenos 
Ayres hiU^ and in the main street^ is the church 
and monastery of S. Joad de Deos. I never should 
have noticed this buildings but for the extraordi- 
nary exhibition here held on the days of All Saints 
and All Souls. Nothing can be more dismal than 
the city of Lisbon on those days : the bells of all 
the churches resound with the most lugubrious 
knells^ which seem to diffuse melancholy through 
CFery bosom. One of these days^ being the anni- 
versary of the awful visitation of 1755, does not 
in a small measure associate ideas of the most 
painful nature, bringing to the imagination the 
dreadful scene of havock and general wreck, which 
worked the desolation of this great city. 

In honour of all our fellow-creatures who h&ve 
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passed before us " that bourn from whence no 
traveller returns," and for the repose of their 
souls, a day in the year is set apart, which in Por- 
tugal is spent in saying and hearing masses. In 
England we call it All Souls' day ; in Portugal 
" OS defunctos" or day of the defunct. But by a 
strange contradiction, whilst praying for their re- 
pose, the friars of S. Joa6 de Deos disturb the 
remains of a great number, and ranging them 
along the walls of a vault with branches of laurd 
betwixt them, exhibit their mouldering carcases aa 
incorruptible saints to the gaze of all the curious. 
Such a sight is not calculated to render the sen- 
sations of the day more cheerful. Amongst these 
mortal remiuns, are seen those of one of theCondes 
d'Obidos, who has been an inmate of this dreary 
abode upwards of one hundred and fifty years. 
His body, wliich is stuck upright against the wall, 
is distinguished from the others by his high sta- 
ture. He must certainly have been a very tall 
man, for when I last saw his remains in this place, 
lie out topped his fellow lodgers, although his feet 
and tibiffi were gone. When the two days are 
past, these holy, and, as it is pretended, incor- 
ruptible relics, are gathered together, and thrown 
into the charnel house until the following year. 

IJfipflgyto.ffi5,|9pass sentence upon 
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such a custom ; but I leave every one to judge 
for himself how iai an exhibition of the kind is 
consistent with decency. How the descendants 
of the count d'Obidos cah suffer the trunk from 
which they sprung to be thus annually exhumed^ 
to gratify the gaze of grave hunters and the cupi- 
dity t)f monks^ is an enigma oaly to be accounted 
for by the supposition^ that ' the latter have per- 
suaded them that he is a saint in heaven and that 
they know from himself that he approves of it. 

Close to this convent^ is the palace of Janellas: 
Verdes or green windows, which for some years 
was occupied by our ambassador. Sir Charles 
Stuart. Opposite to it is a very handsome foun- 
tain, with a great number of spouts coming through 
sculptured dolphins and surmounted with a fine 
stiU;ue of Venus, holding a pair of cooing doves, 
and having by her side the god of love. This 
group is not unfrequently mistaken by the lower 
orders of Portuguese for the Virgin Mary, with 
the infant Jesus amusing himself with a bow and 
arrow ; and the doves they take for a couple of 
spiritus sancti. 

In a country so eminently Catholic as Portugal, 
the objects which principally arrest attention are 
the immense number of churches and monasteries ; 
but to go over them all and attempt a separate 
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and deteiled description of each ^ould be an end- 
less^ and after all, in a great measure, an uninte- 
resting office. I shall thereforie, whilst on thiar 
topic, only mention ihose peculiarities fiw which 
a few of them are distinguished. 

Hie new convent, built by the late queen, is the 
most noble piece of architecture which has been 
undertaken since the earthquake. No paltry bricks 
enter mto ihe composition of this superb fabric ; the 
whole being buflt of Mafra marble. It has an area 
in front, of gre.t ™dth, made of large flat »ar- 
ble, which is ascended by two flights of six or 
eight steps each. The lower steps are protected 
from the injuries which might result from the 
wheels of carriages, by marble posts of a very 
handsome shape. 

The front entrance of the church is by five 
curiously wrought ponderous iron doors, which lead 
into a vestibule extending the whole length of the 
building, on one side ; and on the other, as weU 
as in the inside of the vestibule, are beautiful mar- 
ble colossal statues oi£ saints. Those on the out- 
side measure at least twelve feet in height. Hie 
whole of the front elevation is in good taste, al- 
though it has an appearance of intricacy, the 
number of statues which every where decorate it 
being very great. The centre ornament represents 
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the heart of. our Saviour (crowned .with thorns) 
from which emanates a glory^ with the rays flailing 
upon numberless adoring angels. The upper part 
of the edifice terminates in two fine square steeples 
and a very majestic dome, much of the same de- 
scription as that of St. Paul's in London^ which it 
might be thought had served as a model for it. 
Near the top of this dome^ are two superb and 
spacious balconies ; one in the interior which looks 
down into the churchy and the other outside> 
which commands a view beyond description ma- 
jestic 

Such is the height of this building in itself, and 
that of its site above the level of the sea^ that 
it is seen from an immense distance, and served as 
one of the principal stations in the trigonometrical 
survey of the province of Estremadura by colonels 
Franzini, Siara and 'Falque. The shape of the 
aisles is that of a cross. In the high parts of the 
interior are the gratings three deep, provided with 
projecting pikes, the whole deeply gilt, behind 
which the nuns place themselves (invisible to the. 
congregation) during the service to chaunt the 
responses. The intervak of these golden barriers 
which separate from society many who might be 
Yisefrd members of it, are filled up with richly 
framed paintings. The number of* altars are two 
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principal and about twelve (at least) smaller ones : 
of the former the one represents the last supper, 
and the other the day of general account. Both 
these are the work of Pedro Alexandrini, an artist 
of very great merit. 

The convent of nuns adjrans the church on the 
north side. It is a very extensive building and 
has a large piece of ground belonging to it for 
the use of the nuns, which is surrounded by a 
wall between thirty and forty feet iiigh porcu- 
pined at the top with broken glass bottles, to 
scare off the amorously disposed ; an unnecessary 
precaution, since all the nuns of this order are 
very antiquated virgins. The belfry of this esta- 
blishment has the best assortment of bells perhaps 
in the kingdom ; their numbers and notes being 
such as enable the ringers to execute any tune. 
The favourite airs that are invariably played on 
great festivals are the " Minuete Afandangado" 
ajandangonized minuet, or else the vulgar ditty 
of Piriqulto baylar na6 sei, I leave the reader to 
judge how far these tunes are in accordance with 
the awful name of the building, and that to which 
it was solemnly dedicated " o coracao de Jesus," 
the heart of Jesus. 

Near this place stands the hospital of the Bri- 
tish factory, easily recognized even at a distance 
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from the neatness of its structure^ from the Eng- 
lish cleanliness . seen in every thing about it, and 
from the high and mournful row of cypress trees 
in £he protestant burying ground which adjoins it« 
To the latter place a piece of land has lately been 
iMidiexed^ the old burying ground being already 
•cotitipletely fulL 

In the centre of the new acquisition^ has been 
built a protestant chapel : a place of pure worship 
4EK> long needed by our countrymen in Lisbon^ who 
•until this point was carried were obliged to attend 
divme service in the house of the British ambassar 
dor^ wherever that might chance to be. Penms- 
don was gri^ited by the king for the erection of 
^bift littte temple (called by the natives '^ o syna-- 
gogo dos Inglezes"*) but not without certain re* 
^trictionSj among which there were^ that it should 
have nothing like a steeple or tower that could 
distinguish it essentially from private buildings^ 
imd that the service should not be performed with 
music^ to avoid giving cause of scandal to the 
jD^hbourhood. 

The &ctory hospital was built at jjie expence 
of Gerard de Visme £sq.^ as was likewise the 
Jboilding in which the dead are deposited previous 
^tQ interment Nothing can be more calculated tp 
inspire serious thoughts than the perfect tranquil* 
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iity and mouri^Eul silence^ which seem to mgn 
amidst these mansions of the dead. Many of the 
tombs^ with which ihe old . burying ground ii 
filled^ are of beautiful architecture and very sif^ 
()ropriately ornamented* Amongst the most t^ 
markable are those of prince Waldeck^ who dMi 
of a cholick as a judgment on him for di^ikiiig 
monks; and young Mr«Guildermestire» who is said 
to have bartered his life at Tai^er for a kii^^ 

During the time Ihat Junot was mai^;w of IA»- 
bon^ the fiactory hospital was the place of cMr 
finement for the principal British reffiidmrts wfto 
had not left the comitry, 

^ The street in which the above bidding is sitii^ 
ated leads to Bem Pica, where tber^ is a mona»- 
tery of Dominican friars^ celebrated as oonttdnbg 
the remains of the famous Don John d&CastiOi 
fourth viceroy of India • ; who, to raise monef ftur 
carrying on the war against his Mussulman ene^ 
miesj was obliged to pawn his whiskers^ IIbs 
nobleman having been justly esteemed one of tiie 
most renowned heroes that Portugal ever jo^ 
duced, a description of the place where his bones 
repose may not be altogether unmteresimg. I 
say repose, for I never heard that the cushnn db^ 
Iserved at S. Joad de Deos of exposing the bonei 

* In the reign of John III, of Portugal. 
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d smtiln oned a year^ ever existed in tUis numas- 
tery* 

The eonyent o£ S. Domingos of Bern Pica is 
abodt a miieV distance from the eity of Lisbon, 
and takes itr name from a neighbouring tillage. 
The groand about it was ftMrmerly the property of 
tiftcrlongtf of Portugal^ tdio frequented it miidi, 
owing to its ooolness^ and used to redre to iSie 
eountrf house wfaieh they here had, in order to 
eo^ dur amusements of the cfaace. King Don 
Jofaa I.^^in grstitude to God for tibe many vie* 
tones granted to his arms, did amongst other 
actions ofgraee make donation of tins* pnqierty 
with aU its appurt^ances, oonsiarfing of arable 
htiif, vineyards, orangeries &c to the order of SL 
Domingos on the 2d May 139d, for the foxinding 
of this oonvest," whi^ not only owed its originbut 
sdso its augmentation to royalty. Don John IL 
endowed it* with another estate known by the 
name of Quinta das Ilhas, without imposing any 
emditionB on the gift caleulated in the least 
degree to diminish its liberality. It would be an 
eadkss a&ir to enumerate the differ^it endow* 
ments and benefits ef many kings to this estaldidi- 
menL But I cannot omit mentioning one, which 

■s. 

was presented by queen Catherine ; this was no lesa 
tkm a^ good siaed fragment of the true crosiK; 

i 2 
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Here then repose the ashes of Don John de 
Castro of immortal memory^ m a sepulchre of re* 
hgious grandeur^ situated in a chapel built ex- 
pressly for him and his family, and communicating 
vrith the principal cloister of the convent by. a 
door, oyer which is seen the escutcheon of the 
forefathers of Castro. The chapel is of the Doric 
order, built of polished marble ; and the pavement 
is also composed of a similar material of various 
colours. There" are six arched recesses separated 
by clusters of shafts. The sacrario in gilded 
sculpture containing the Holy Sacrament, is cooh 
tinually illuminated with two silver lamps, and 
above it is a painting of the Lord's Supper. The 
ceiling of the chapel is variously ornamented with 
work in the taste of those times. 
. In the first arched recess on the right were de- 
posited the bones of this hero with the following 
epitaph which stiU remains. 

D. JOANNES DE CASTRO XX. PRO RELIGIONE IN T7TRAQ. MAIT- 
&ITANIA STrPENDUS FACTIS, NAVATA STRENVE OPERA XHUNB-' 
TANO BILLO ; MARI RUBRO FELICIBUS ARMIS PENETRATO j; 
IJEBELLATIS INTER EUPHRATEM, ET INDUM NATIONIBUS : GE- 
BROSICO REGE, PEBSIS, TURCIS UNO PRSLIO PUSIS ; SERTAIO 
BIO, IMO REIPUB. BEDDITOy BORMIT IN MAGNUM DIEM, UOU 
SIBl, SED DEO TRIUMPHATOR ; PUBLICIS LACRYMIS COMPOSITUS, 
PUBLICO SVMPTU PRffl PAUPERTATE FUNERATUS. OBIIT OCTAVO 
ID. JYNn. ANNO 1548. ifetftTIS .48. 

In the opposite recess lies his son Don Alvaro 
de Castro, and next to him Donna Anna de At- 
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tiyAe his wife. In each of the remaimng recesses 
is an elephant of polished black marble^ support* 
ing on his back an urn of the same material, also 
highly polished but yariegated. As many persons 
teay be unacquainted with the history of Don 
Johb de Castro^ and as there are some curious cir^ 
CHmstances connected with his life, I hope that a 
few words on the subject will not be found alto-* 
gedier devoid of interest. I am^ moreover, in- 
duced to give the following brief account of the 
hero, as affording a characteristic specimen of the 
qualities of the Portuguese men of the olden time, 
and enabling the reader to form some comparison 
between them and their descendants of our days. 
- He was of most noble ancestry, being descend- 
ed in the direct line from the Conde de Arrayolos^^ 
firstH^onstable of Portugal, and brother to the in- 
teresting and unfortunate Donna Ines de Castro, 
the murdered wife of Don Pedro o cruel* Don 
John began his military career at Tangier, wherc^ 
he gave no mean proofs of superior courage and 
skill. Recalled from thence, he went to India 
with Don Garcia de Noronha. He made a voy- 
iige to the Red Sea, an account of which, with a, 
rexj inter^ting description of the coasts &c., wa& 
written by him and proved of the greatest service. 
to navigators. He returned to Portugal, from 
whenpe, after a; short interval pf repoise^ he &et off 
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to follow the standard of the Emperor Charles V. 
to Tunis, where his name acquired addJtionaJ 
lustre. He was sliortly after this sent out as go- 
vernor and viceroy to India. Here he distin- 
guished himself as a great warrior, a most devout 
Christian, a geographer, historian, and legislator. 

As a warrior it would take volumes to enume- 
rate his feats, and I shall confine myself therefore 
to instancing one only, which by itself would suf- 
fice to establish any man's reputation : I mean the 
Well known and gallant defence of Dio against the 
Mahometans, during which his son Don Fernando 
was slain ; and after which, seeing that the go- 
vernment funds were so low that it would soon 
be a difficult thing to carry on the war with desir- 
able vigour, he betook himself to borrow money 
of the merchants and other inhabitants of Goa. 
For this purpose he addressed to them a letter, of 
which the following is a faithful translation. En- 
closed in it were his whiskers, which he cut off and 
sent as gages for the re-irabursement of the sums 
BoKcited. 

" Senhores, ma^stratcs, judges, and people 
of the very noble and ever loyal city of Goa I 
Some days past I wrote to you by Sima6 Alvares 
citizen of your city, the news of oiu: victory granted 
me by our Lord against the captains of the king 
of Cambaya ; and I was silent in the letter, about 
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ili0>grMt timddes and difficulties m which we le^ 
msm, in order that your joy and pleasure at the 
victory might be altogether unalloyed. But now 
it becfimea me to dissimulate no longer^ and to 
gpm .you mik account of my difficulties and solicit 
yioar asostanc^ in order to remedy the important 
onoa whidi I have on my hands. For I have the 
inUf of Dio in the most dilapidated state^ not a 
sgm of whicSh can I apply to any use ; so that not 
Q»ly it will be necessary this smnm^^ to rebuild 
tiMm ^tirelyi biit with such art and dispositbns 
aa AbH make the king of Cambaya lose all hope 
of eyer redudng this place. Besides this^ I have 
^Dtber subject of trouble^ equal or superior to 
the. first, which is the want of means to pay my 
Li^icars, who begin to be importunate; and I find 
myself contumaUy obliged to repeat promises of 
immediate payment^ without which they would all 
to a man abandon me and leave the garrison^ to 
the great danger of our Indian possessions. For 
^ kiog of Cambayaj with the remains of his 
ajrmyf k at Suna at two leagues from this, roceiv^ 
in^ .daily rein^brcem^otts of cavalry and infantry 
Md nhdymg every disposition to. renew the attack. 
"P^ these reasons I iEun obliged to solicit of you 
Oerlaiii tnuns of mon^ for the king's service, as 
hwwikig your honors and loyalty, and according 
to y<»» ameat cv^ixm and great virtue d always 



,< 
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assisting his majesty in urgent necessdty like goodk 
and loyal vassals; and for the great love witk 
vhich my very entrails yearn towards you^ I ask 
the loan of 20^000 pardaos ; which I promise as a 
knight, and make oath to you by the Holy Evanr 
gelists, to repay to you before the expiration of a 
twelvemonth, even though I should be surrounded 
fay greater difficulties than the present. I gave 
orders to exhume the body of my son Don Fer-. 
nando, killed by the Moors whilst fighting for 
God and for the king our lord, in order to send 
you his bones as a surety. But his body was^ 
deemed in an unfit state to be for the present re- 
moved ; and thus having nothing left m this world, 
neither gold, silver, nor any property, excepting 
iiie beard on my fiice, I send it you by Diega 
Rodriguez de Azevedo to remain with you as a 
gage, &c. * 1^ * * ^ % 

« Dio 22W November, 1546.** 

The remaining part of the letter being without 
much interest, I have omitted. It is unneces-^ 
sary to add, that the money was not only 
granted but given. The whiskers were returned 
with the handsomest eomplimaits imaginaUe s 
ttiay be, by reason of their not being an -artide of 
Commerce. These precious relics are still prcn 
served in Gk)a by th^ inquisitor general : having 
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lieenf bnginaUy ctelivered over to the person wlio 
tiled that situation at the time. 

Don John de Castro having invariaUy in all 
tiie batdes he fought, invoked the name of S; 
VbffOkBS, the apostle of India; his historian at^ 
tiflbutes lus victories to the especial auspices of 
t^iat powerful patron * ; vrho also to gratify Ihe 
abgular v^ieration of Don John for the sign of 
the' cross, inspired him to discover that marvellous 
cross at Mdiapor on the Coromandel coast, whidi 
fras buried almost in the same place as the holy body 
of tiie saint. Such indeed was Don John's excessive 
^raoeration for crosses, that wherever he happened 
to espy (me in his way, were it made only of sticks 
ttr stcmes, he always descended from his carriage, 
palanquin, horse or donkey, and prostrated him-* 
self before it. Therefore, as his historian thinks, 
it is not wonderful that this revelation should have 
been made to him, since the gifts of hearen are 
not a matter of mere accident 

From the time (^ its being ascertained that 
'within the city or ruins of Meliapor, then called 
CSalamina^ vrere contained the remains of the holf 
tsposAe S. Thomas, the kings, Don Manuel and 
Don John burned with pious zeal to renew the 
work of conversion in the east, which the saint had 
fimnerly begun ; and to do this more eflfectually, 

♦ Liv. 2. No. 66. 
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the erection of a church was commenced on the 
spot supposed to he that of the samt's interment. 
In digging for the foundation of the building, a 
cross was found sculptured on a marble slab, four 
spans in height by three in breadth, spotted all 
over with drops of apparently recent blood. 
Tim cross was in shape similar to that worn by 
the knights of Aviz ; and on the bottom part of 
the stone were some smaller crosses of the same 
figure, also sprinkled over with blood. Over the 
top of tlie larger cross was a dove; and the whole 
was encircled with some ancient characters, which 
no one could decypher. Many wise men vete 
tient for who were unable to determine the mean- 
ing of the letters ; but some time afterwards a 
learned Bramin, happening to come from Nar- 
anga, gave them the following signification. 

" Thirty years after the appearimce of the 
Christian law in the world, on the 2l8t Decembei 
died the apostle S. Thomas at Meliapor, where 
there was knowledge of God, change of law, and 
destruction of the devil. This God taught twelve 
apostles, and one of them came to Meliapor, where 
he constructed a temple ; and the king of Malabarj 
Coromandel, and Pandi, and others of various na- 
tions and sects, subjected themselves voluntarily 
to the law of S. Thomas. The time came when 
the s^nt died by the hands of a Bramin, and with 
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iit bload made this cross." The annezed is a copy 
of tiie dnwiog of thi« miraculoiu cross, brou|^ 
from India to Btm Sebartiaa in 1562. ttsnag 
ham wio n g fa t on the nurble slab by S. Thomas 
tka apostle himself, it may afibrd a q)edmeii cS 
the Mint's taknt for dnwinj^. 
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' The diiscoTery of thk cross encouraged the 
Workmen to such a degree, that the church was> 
sooin finished ; and the wonderful slah formed the 
principal altar piece. But what new marvels weie 
in store fot the inhahitanta of this city! On 1^ 
18th Decemher, the day of the " expectacad da 
Senhora" whilst the priest was officiating in the 
celehration of mass, the cross covered itself with a 
copious perspiration, distilling upon the altar many 
and krge drops. The priest stopped short in the 
midst of the ceremony; but he had no sooner 
wiped off these drops with the altar linen, than 
their place was instantly supplied by a plentiftd 
distillation of blood in the presence of a very nu- 
merous congregation. This was followed by a 
changing of colour in the cross from its original 
one of alabaster to a paler tint ; it next became 
alternately jet black, and blue ; and it was then 
surrounded by a resplendent glory that lasted 
during the whole service, at the termination of 
which it resumed its natural colour ! ! 

After a life resplendent with glorious achieve- 
ments, too numerous to find a place in this limited 
work, 

^' Don John de Castro, less worn out with years 
than with the toils of continual warfare, fell seri- 
ousfly illj, and his malady soon shewing uidications 
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of great danger^ lie hastened to unburthen kiuiBelf 
ci ^kb cares of the Indian government, the mar 
nag^nent of which he entrusted to the Bishop of 
Goa^ Don Joad de Albuquerque, Don Diego de 
Almeyda Freire, Doctor Francisco Toscano chain 
collor of state; Sebastia6 Lopez Lobatto his 
auditor general, &c. Besides these he called 
together all the other king's officers, and made the 
fidlowing speech to them. ^ I am not ashamed^ 
Senhores, to tell you that to the viceroy of India 
are wanting the common necessaries and conve- 
liieiices indispensable to one labouring under so 
severe an illness : — ^those, in short, which the poor* 
est soldier finds in the hospital. I came to the 
east to serve and not to trade ; to yourselves you 
know that I desired to pawn the bones of my 
son, and that I did pawn the hairs of my beard, 
because, as security, I had no tapestries or service 
of plate to give. This very day this house has 
been destitute of wherewith to buy a fowl to 
make me some broth ; and for this reason, that in 
a& my expeditions the soldiers were sooner pro^ 
Tided from the purse of the governor than from 
liiat of their king. It is therefore not surprising 
that a father of so many sons should now be poor. 
I beg o^ you, that as long as this illness may last, 
you will assign to me from the royal treasury a 
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mere suffidency for my household expences and 
bare subsistence.' This said, he asked for a 
prayer-book, and on it swore by the Holy Evan- 
gdists that he did not owe the royal property one 
single crusade, neither had he ever received the 
smallest trifle from Christian, Jew, Moor, or Gen- 
tile, under any plea whatsoever during the whole 
of his career ; and that his poverty was so great 
that he did not possess even wherewithal to pur- 
chase another mattress. 

" As soon as the viceroy felt his end approach, 
he communed with Padre S. Francisco Xavier, 
seeking for so doubtiid a voyage, so sure a pilot ; 
who was to him during the remainder of his illness 
both nurse, intercessor, and director. Having re- 
ceived the usual sacraments, he rendered up his 
soiri to God on the 6th -June 1548, in the forty- 
eighth year of his age. All the riches which be 
accumulated in Asia were his glorious deeds. In 
his desk were found a discipline, with the appear- 
ance of having been much used, and the whiskers 
whkh he had pawned. His remains were depo- 
fflted for a time in the convent of S. FrMicisco at 
Goa. Some years afterwards they were brought 
over to Europe, and were received with reverent 
and pious applause. He was conveyed upon the 
shoulders of four of his grandsons to the convent 
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of S. Domingos of Lisbon, where for many days 
most sumptuous obsequies were made. From 
thence they were again translated to the convent 
of S. Domingos at Bern Fica where (as has been 
mentioned) his grandson the mquisitor general 
Don Francisco de Castro built him a suitable cha- 
pel and sepulchre, which in every respect equals 
a royal one, and is second to none in magnifi- 
cence.** 
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SPIRIT SHEWN IN THESE MUMMERIES. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



? • 



RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS OF LISBON. 



In aH Lisbon^ the church which is most visited by 
sf ifangers is that of S. Roque, less from any pecu- 
fi&r' attraction in its general structure^ than from 
flie Deaiitiful v^prkmanship of one of the altar 
pieces^ which is in mosaic^ representing the saint 
to' whom the^ edifice is dedicated. Unless this 
piece of exceeding ingenuity and taste be closely 
examine jji it would be difficult to imagine it to be 
^'iUg but a superb pamtbg in oils. 
•/The artist was an obscure sjelf-taught individual 
of iiiie .most modest' and unassiuuing nature, who 
in ';any Other' county would have been dragged 
ialo notice m spite of his reluctance ; but who in 
Portugal vvas fully indidged in his t^ste for obscu- 
rity. .'He possessed a secret of preparing and 
dying certain kinds of wood fpr the purpose of 
mosaic work, yrhich no one could prevail upon 
mm to reveal. He shewed me at hi? house near 
Bda Morte several smaDer pictures of exquisite 

k2 
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workmanship. He stated his intention of impart- 
ing his manner of working to his son ere he died ; 
but like many who procrastinate^ he was caUed 
away too suddenly to admit of gratibBfing his wish, 
and the world is Ukely to continue m ignoranoe of 
a very desirable acquisitiott" to the arts. 

In the cathedral church of S. Antonio; called S. 
Antonio da See, you are shewn the same identical 
crow which, many hundred years ago, conducted, a 
vessel into the. port of Lisbon, after the-lpos. of its 
rudder in a storm. rThis wonderftil crow wpa 

» . .* . ... - w 

frpm that time added to the city arm$r;. . or rather 
the arm3 were W that occasion formed of ^ 
vessel in full sail, with a crow on the end of the 
bowsprit^ and another on the. stern. These tarda 
were deputed by S. Antonio,. to the.aid of the 
distr^sed manners, who had invoked . his . name. 
The devils H is well known^ Jbad a particular faiicy 
for tempting this saint; apd ysed to set about it 
in all kinds of ways. . Upon one occasion, havings 
fgllowed §• Antoi^o up into the belfry, the saint 
to rid hiipself pf such company^ began to descend 
the stone flight of steps ; but the devil still cpiv-. 

* ' • ■ - • — 

.tinning to pursue him^ he turned suddenly rounds 
and describing . with his thumb the sign of tte 

♦ ■ • " . ■ * - - 

cross upon the ^noiarble .waller his Satanic mfgc^ 
evaporated in a trice. As if to commeipp^tte ,iS?% 
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r: TttACIO0S LfiGBHDSOP THAT SAINT; * ' i3B 

weiatplliie sunt^f thumB .made a deep' impreanoh 
mitlie;maiiile^ .and the : trutii of the story cannot 
heldoubted/ for the yery texture of the thumb skin 
k 8lil.d]soeiimble. 

'i Bktf ef :the feats^ of so celebrated a samt as S« 
Aittdna.of Padjua^ this was far from being the 
mmtt considerable, as will appear &om the follow-^ 
BBg^ k^nd winch I take at hazard out of many 
luiq^bMhu^^S. Antonio was bom in Lisbon ; but 
Iwnng^. been educaited at Padua^ he was always 
kttbwKi by the latter name* Whilst at Padu^, it 
happeuUt thiit his father was arrested at Liisbon> 
^jiUr.'apcmed'of the murder of a certain individual^ 
idi^iKa|naiiitanGe of his; Presumptive evidence 
was sa;much against him^ that the court of justice 
sfiter a diort deliberation (he bdng.a poor mauji 
imdtbeittfoie; unable to break throi^h the cob* 
wdte of ihe law^ as great flies do in every conn^ 
try,) condemned him to suffer death as guilty Of 
the:imme laid to his charge. But 3* Antonio, 
knowing) as aU saints know, ev^ thing that 
passes in every comer of the globe, and ill brook-* 
hag^his iaUkmis , exaltation ad patibulum, made a 
floddoi spring (he had be^ tai;^ht gymnastics a( 
Pttdua) : which brought him in one minute and 
aeven seconds into the {Mr^em^ of the astonished 
justices. Hercj. after lectiyipg them a little on 
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their unjust precipitation, he summoned into their 
presence the soul of the murdered man and or- 
dered him to name his murderer ; when, what 
words shall express their dismay and surprise at 
his pointing to one of the sages upon the judged 
bench. A smell of sulphur began to pervade the 
hall of justice; the air was darkened with a thick 
mysterious cloud ; the rolling of thunder was 
heard augmenting by degrees until, acquiring an 
awful loudness, it burst with tremendous violence 
over the petrified assembly ; and, finally, when the 
air cleared away, not a vestige was to be seen 
either of S. Antonio, his father, or the guilty 
judge. It was said and believed that the devil 
had sunk with his prey through the wide yawning 
ground ; and that by means of another gymnastic 
spring the saint resumed his studies at Padua, 
from whence his absence had been so short that 
his preceptor had scarcely remarked it. 

Envy and detraction are but feeble opponents 
to real merit, and this was S. Anthony's case; for 
his reputation blazed forth in Portugal to such a 
degree — after he was dead — that, to this day, a 
clay image of him is seen in every spirit tavern 
and in every grocer's shop in Portugal : in the 
former, owing to his well known attachment to 
good liquor ; and in the latter, because the mode 
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if fTMBfiig igt and almondb is attrilmtecl to Ini 
iii¥6Btbe genius. The festival of S. Antcmio is 
]M|Bfe:»iflM<]>isttf much tlie sttne manner aa. tliat' of 
S»»Jkdiii^-iijribe burning of numy bonfires on the 
fw and tiba letting off of great quantities of fire^ 
IPSiIm*; but tibe former saint has tins d^erraee in 
ImAam, that the boys in every street erect fitdcr 
aliara to Urn aM pester to death every oreatiBer 
tirih»|fMsby^ for money to be employed^ th^ say^ 
in defraying the expences of the wax tapcnns burnt 
li Jm skrine* 

>> Akbongb S« Maeario is recognized as the Por<< 
ti^guese Hymen^ wd known by the^^ name of S« 
Macaiio easamenteiro (marriage maker),, it v»^ 
fiiequantiy occurs that young women ia particular 
pfefinr & Antonio in these matters* He is these^^ 
fofe t consulted, and if things wear a prosperoua 
aqpcet^ his image is honored with a quantity of 
tapers ; but if the contrary be the case, he \»^ 
oomes liable to the grossest possibk indignities^ 
and Ihave^even known. him plunged iota pltaes 
iriiero Jbis atuatiGn must have been any thing but 
pteesant It is not wttbi^ lovesick maidens alone 
that & Antonio has often to repent of his toe^ 
eortwnsive . reputation ; fbr mariners, who have 
pia^ to him in vain f<r primilioiis k»reeaesi at 
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length jk)te|istiendel^ efi%]p lashed to "o^ 

^^ } The oonTeatof N. S\ da;^ Gra9a neiar thercdstla 
of ;S; Geoijg^e is that whicA is 'mdrt -firequeiiteft 
during the Lent festivals^ fc»r two i xieasonaT^ £rrt> 
' because the c^anonies aret^re more jsplemd&cQif 
pferformed^ and the. altars more richly .adonieX 
thaaany where else; and secondly^ rbeeauseT idiot 
Portpguese bdieve thia cdnvent to possess ^bd^m^ 
9aared of alt treasures; ' Vi^iobii: 

In explaining the particulars of this-belkCii 
soaf^]f:know..how to avoid shocking tibeigi&od 
&feling andi piety of the .trise Christian ; but; i the 
i^nlkmihg std^^ mcessary to expose- .cmo: of .tfid 
most :audaci6us impostures of the RonmAi churd^ 
and to elucidate the extent of Fortuguteesupeiy r 
station and credulity. The convent of the Ora^a^ 
iof which I have just "spoken^ and that of S^ Roqtie^ 
have been for a series of years at issue on the fol-l 
lowmg sulgect. i. ; :.:..«o^ 

r.ItJhappenedji lone atbhny nighty thatab^gvuc 
knocked at the gate dT the convent of Si Boqiier 
and. craved the hospitality of its inmates^ bothjiefir 
food and lodging. The first was afiK>rded hSm^ 
but the latter wais refused ; :so that bekig'^hligAdb 
to, seek a lodging. el^ewhercj Jhe directed hi) atcp[ 
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to the coivrent'of N. S. da Grafa^ wherpihefirian' 
recmved him without the least hesitation and gave 
him a cell for the night. The following morning, 
as the beggar did not make his appearance, some 
of tiie;firiars went to the cell to inquire after him ; 
whea, instead of a beggar^ they found a figure as 
large: as life of our Saviour carrying the. cross to 
Mount Calvary and bending under its weight: — 
tiie figure, in short, which is in universal venerar 
tiott ' among the Portuguese, as '^ O Senhor dos 
Pa^os da Grafa" (Our Lord of the pasisage to 
Gittce). Now it being firmly believed that this 
figure is our Lord himself in flesh and blood, and 
that he thus gave himself to the friars ofGrafa: 
to reward their hospitality, those of S. Roque 
claim a right to it also, on the ground of the beg* 
gar having first knocked at their door, and having 
received food at their hands. 
• .This then is the cause of the litigation; and as 
k does not seem soon likdy to end, it has been 
settled that, in the meanwhile, the Senhixr dos 
jpaj^ shall pay one annual visit to the monastery 
«f S. Roque dunng Lent, and return on that day 
week to the convent of Graj^a. Many are the 
marvellous stories which all who go ta see the 
figure are told by the holy man who shews it 
He relates, amongst other things, that an unbe- 
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lieving Jewess, after hearing much said on the 
subject, had determined to convince her inform- 
ants to demonstration by her teeth of their cre- 
dulous folly. Assuming, therefore, the garb of a 
Christian woman, she knelt before the figure, and 
approaching her lips as if to kiss its foot, she in- 
flicted on it a tremendous bite. But the blood 
immediately spirted forth into her eyes and blind- 
ed her ; and this prodigy had such an effect upon 
her mind, that she forthwith embraced the Chris- 
tian religion. The print of the teeth, and the 
blood which they drew, are still visible on the foot 
of the figure, the wound refusing to heal in order 
to furnish a proof to others inclined to disbelief. 

The annual visits to S. Roque abovementioned 
are made on the last Friday but one during Lent; 
and the return home is on Good Friday. On 
both these occasions, the principal persons in the 
state walk on either side of the statue as pall 
bearers. When the king is in the capital, he 18 
the chief bearer. During his absence I have seen 
all the members of the regency, the secretary (tf 
state, the master general of the ordnance &c., in 
the places of honor. But what in this procession 
is most worthy the attention of protestant stran- 
gers, is the groupe of persons who dressed in 
horse clothes crawl on their hands and knees 
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widef the image through mud and ndxe^ aU* tifai 
betwiift these two conventeL '< ■ i;^ 
08 iff ihe h^hest effort of pemtsnee and vd<; 
hmtary humiUatioii; and it b generally, pa^fivmed 
by ihose peccant spmts/ in the fidfalgo W0rlii> who 
are anxious towi^pe away padt sins, Ihat &ey flaiiy 
aoqmre the privilege of renewing them «fre^. i 
h»re seen a marchioness and it oountm perfcnnr 
ii^ this tour de {uromenade on. IheirJbaie boMiB^ 
and flogging or pretending to flog %mi»h»mtfa 
the disciplines tied round their • wlurt^ ^1 ewry 
pause wluch the statue madb durie^ks; progress. 

A detachment cf infantry. and a miHtary.hand 
dbse. the procession ; the windows of iht idteets 
thrtmgh which it passes ste crowdei^ te^' theste 
occasions with company : and ii is no sviall annual 
expence to a tenant of one of theae houses^ I For 
w gijeat is the eagerness ai both sexes to wit- 
nem jdio processicm 6( the Senbor dos :Pas9Q8, that 
1h^ mirite . themselves to Jheir friends? faoiise^ 
some weeks befwe hand; and it is etideoit that 
•fter the «ght is oir*r, some r^freafananto must be 
tet before the con^xany. 

Th6se ccmsist of what the Portuguese calL copo 
d*aga% likrhich, literally translated;, signifies only a 
glass of water^i but wluGhlinvreality is composed 
of trays pyraimdicaVy piled iip. with the richest 
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lukdMrjof4PmA^ Amon^t these are 

guished the trooxas d'oyois> mad6 chiefly of tiie 
yo&B of «gg8 and white si^ar. I am igdoiant of 
file othevt |ifgTedients>l)ut tfab X knowy tha£ npthii^ 
odh/ ficfriiioredeIicioiis<' than these copos d'agua 
isskei^ alt6gether. Tq wash down the sweei^t 
MeatSy ibe imost phdce liqueurs are served round: 
tiiey aic^ chiefly isudhi as France and Italy affiurd^ 
<»<that.<m enteftakmeiit a£ thiskind for a couple 
dfrdcaenwfif persona icannot Well cost less than 
froni fifiteento twentylpounds. 
/ ^Pfaeproces^on <f tiiaSenhbr do& Passds is only 
jremltrkable f or : the iqulge of our Saviour above- 
ntoriioiied, and for ihepenpace performed under 
it : VJ^t^lie processbns of the Corpo de DeoK 
(the Corpus Christi) and of S. Antonio are ia^ 
fimtelynioresko^.> : 

- ; The former, whidb happens usually about mid^ 
mniiiier, causes a great sensation for two months 
at least previous to the appointed day. Windows 
we hired before hand at an extravagant pricey and 
persons of respectability residing in the Rdjpio or 
in Gold or Silver street cannot shew a greater 
mark of attention and &vor to their friends, 
than by inviting them to a place in their bakonies. 
All the latter, as well as the windows of all the 
Streets through which the procession is to pass^ 
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are hung with crimk)Q tapestry and gold fring^^ 
fffiog to the houses the most splendid appear^ 
ance. Hie streets are also deeply strewed wifli 
niAd> as it is qsoal lor his inajestjr and the royal 
prinees to'walk with the procesmm as pdl bearerii 
to dor Lord's body* 

t 'The phx^eariott generally ianies at about eleven 
i^cldek' in the morning from the chui^ch near the 
Inqpnsition in the Roj^o. First of all are aeea 
some very rich banners of different convents, fdU 
lowed by: all the^ monks belonging to each of ihem; 
ihen .oomeci : the " figure of S. George;- on a real 
horse 'from I Ihe royal staUes^ led by the Idng^s 
servants in frill royal livery, and very much' re* 
sibling the knave of dubs. The saintfs dress is; 
very like that in which Francis L of France • !a 
usually represented ; and his velvet hat, adorned 
wiili^white ostrich Teathers, is studded all ova:^ 
with diamond)? of a prodigious value. These are 
fher property of the duke de Cadaval f, who lendiGk 
them for the occasion, and who I believe does not. 
find that ttey multiply in number for having passed 
through die&igBrs of the monks* : j j 

o'Behind the saint comes hb page, abobiiohlip 
dbessedp and.mountad: on i one of the tojral «tud ;. 

"■.'•■ ♦ ; 1 

"...^ ,.'■■./ ... .4.1 .'.» ' II* 

} li • ^ Of ^ ipaiich 9l^^^99^m!KX^»jh^^ \ bo J 
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smdlie is ibllowed again by the armour bearer of 
the beBiquoiis saint, dressed in cconplete armbor 
of a more than commoh size ; ^so that to perfoim 
tins Tihamcter the priests are obliged to emj^Ioy 
die siair&st gallego ihey can. fii^. Then fellow 
all the knights of the different orders^ dressed in 
dieir "robes, aiid i/ralking in double file widi wMte 
stdtres in their hands. These are suiaceeded l>jp 
some 'ied fiortes gorgeon^y ' caparisoned, .' llied 
efaities &vband of nuiiik, isuch as was in use in S* 
GecNig^e iiine> .Ihe- principal instrument Bdng^ a 
Kettle drum* ; The dresses of tihe musicians, «nft 
^ ' aoisEB which ■ iMej n&ikle, are alike ridic(doi»r hi 
the extreme. ' 'After tibLese^ahd a few mbrd ecde^ 
fflartictQ ptesonages^ is carried the pvetesided body 
ef our Sariour, laid ouit on a Her, cbvered over 
^J^hdi a very rich pail, and screened by a caiu^y; 
dse^pdles bf which are boimeby^'the most disiih-* 
guishediiiien of 'tihre state-: '^hb majesty walkihg&y 
&e side bn the right, £md the heir a^^arent on; titer 

^ The rear/ as in other processions; is brought up 
by a considerable detachment of troops and one; 
or' inorer bands of munc. The- whole of the' Ro^io 
square ^and the pri^pal streets are^ lin^d witb 
troops, who, as well as the people, kneel as the 
body padses in front cf them. After ttiaking the 
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amal tour, the procession returns to the church 
from whence it set ofi^ with the exception of Saint 
George, who^ being a brigadier in ihe service goes 
(previous to returning to lus quarters) accom- 
panied by his page and armour bearer, to the 
castle for the purpose of receiving his year's pay. 
His arrival there is announced by the firing of a 
gun and letting off of a rocket After completing 
Ha errand, he also returns to take his station in 
the church. 

Formerly, when ladies wore thdbr hair turned 
up like prodigious towers of powder and poma* 
turn, in imitation of ihe CaSre beauties with thdr 
pyramids of suet and brick dust, the coiffeurs 
were in such request previous to the Corpus 
Christi procession, that many ladies, nay most 
ladies, were compelled to begin to submit to this 

• 

Itmg operation at an early hour on the eve, and to 

■ 

paiss the night on a chair for fear of discomposing 
theur unnatural adjustment. This procession 
being invariably in the heat of summer, much in- 
convenience results to every one present, as both 
actors and spectators are compelled to remain un- 
covered. The monks above all suffer a great deal 
from the burning racys of the sun on their shaven 
crowns ; and these they are seen occasionally to 
shade vrith the rolls of vocal music which some of 



144 s. FRANCISCO AND HIS STIGMATA. 

them carry ; while the knights sometimes throw 
the tiul of their robes over their heads. 

On the eve of S. Antonio's day, numberless tar 
barrels and fire works are burnt in every quarter 
of the city ; augmenting the already inaniferable 
heat of the atmosphere, as this festival likewise 
happens in summer. The procession of this fa- 
vorite saint and especial patron of Portugal is 
enriched by the attendance of almost every saint 
in the city. Here are seen Nossas Senhoras of all 
sorts, sizes, colours, and dresses : every parish try- 
ing to out do its neighbour in the quantity of tin- , 
eel and tawdry finery in which they are decked 
out. 

Here attend all the brotherhoods of all the 
parishes, and the monks of every convent in the 
city. The images, which amount to upwards of a 
hundred, offer a great variety as may be supposed. ^ 
Some of the stands are composed of groups ; for 
instance, a crucifix with the Marys at the foot 
of it ; and another with S. Francisco de Paula 
kneeling before it, and a red thread or twine 
issuing from all the wounds of our Saviour, and 
fixed at the other end, in corresponding parts of 
the saint's person, who holds his arms extended. - 

This, which is represented in the plate, is de- 
scriptive of what is said to have happened t 
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BehL While he was <mce in the midst of the most 
fwvent devotion and pi;ay!ng to bear a part <rf 
Christ's pains^ the heavens aredeMribed as havn% 
saddaily c^>ened* The Saviour appeared still 
nafled to the cross; and by exoess of sympathy 
Um holy S. Francis felt his hands^ feet, and flidfe> 
pierced through with cruel wounds from, blood, 
whidi spirted from tiiose of his master. 

The imag^ of S. Antonio wMch appear in his 
prooesnon are very numerous and varied, butmotSt 
of them rq>resent him carrying the infant Jesus 
seated on a book which he holds on the palm of 
his hand; the signification of whidi is this. S.An- 
't<mio is described as being ia very handsome young 
saint, of manners .so agreeable and gay, that the 
infant Jesus on many occasions shewed marks of 
particular favor towards him ; and in the case 
here represented deigned to interfere in his studied, 
ma manner of which S. Ant<mio ever after was 
exceedingly proud. 

The legend relates that the lattet was one day 
porkig over 8(Hne very ' abstruse subject in ' a 
volume of theology, and after much trouble and 
study was about coming to a conclusive decision 
on the doubtful question, when suddenly the in- 
fant Jesus appeared in a cloud and seated himself 
down on the page, patting S. Antony's face with 
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ys litde hands. This driving thci w<d*ld . o£ a 
Hectet, which S^ Anton/B profound wisdom wat 
about to unravdi, is supposed to be intended as $ 
hint to all Christians, to a(}6ord an implidt aoid 
humble belief in the mysteries of our ^ i^ligioni 
ivithout losing and wastii^ time in metaphijrsieal 
rbseaiiches. :-.;'. . • U 

The procession of S. Bento hajipelns , duulg 
Lent^ and it not being a yery remarkable ime, I 
should have said nothing about 4t, but that, in 
the course of its passage through the streets, -a 
farce is performed, which distinguishes- it frbm aU 
others. This fairce is as follows. A group of 
meti itx penitents' hoods very cdmilar to dominos 
precede a stiuid, on which ate seen three meik re^ 
presenting Abraham, Isaac, and the Angd: a 
wooden ram oh one side completes the group. 
At every pause made for the resting of the stand 
bearers (who are occasionally relieved) Isaac lies 
down on the altar; Abraham lifts Up his^ aite td 
dtrike; and the Angel at the same momtot jeirks 
it back by means of a piece 6f tape, of whidi hl( 
holds one end while the other is tied to Abrahanifs 
wrist. This is done in such a manner, thdt 
very devout spectator^ can scarcely refrain fi'dm 
the most boisterous mirth. The Angel generally 
tries to give so violent a jerk as almost to upset 
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pOM Abraham ; and but tiut tbey choose for the 
latter character a poor goodnatured fellow, one 
migfat expect to see these angelic practical jokes 
answered by a good box on the ear. 
. The penitents who precede and those who fol- 
low the above group, flog themselves occasionally 
mth the diciplines, but in doing so they generally 
muttrive to hinrt themselves much less than the 
bystanders, whom they hit now and then as if by 
Accident with the knotted end of their rope. This 
ibey do with more impunity owing to the conceal- 
ment of their faces, in their purple two-holed 
dominos. 

' > Such then are the principal annual processions 
to be seen in Lisbon. In 1815 a procession of an 
•unusual nature was ordered by istie cardinal-patri- 
jurch ; and being intended as an expiatory one for 
Mveral crimes which had been committed by some 
merilegious monsters in the northern provinces, it 
.was called a Procissad do desacato. The patri- 
archy it appears, had learnt that robbers had 
broken into some isolated chapels in the province 
of Tras os montes ; and that, being disappointed at 
finding that the holy vessels were of pewter (the 
ailver ones had been carried away during the war) 
tibey had been exasperated to commit every kind 
of indignity which the most obscene imagination 

L 2 
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could devise even to the holy chalice itself, m 
which was a consecrated wafer. Fearful lest the 
nation should be visited by some signal judgnl^at 
for these atrocities, the patriarch deemed it expe- 
dient to make the above procession, : which every 
body was expected to attend barefoot 

The cortege was certainly a very numerous one; 
but only oiie image appeared in it, and that w^ls 
a Nossa Senhbra whose church had been insuked, 
and to whom the nation thus made an ^^ amende 
honorable^'' The patriarch's desire of appeasii^ 
heaven, went, still farther : he revived- the custom 
of the Terfo, which consists of a gathering of the 
inhabitants of each street, at evening twHight or 
rather when the Ave Maria bell tolls, which 'is 4i 
little after sun-sel. Here they sing the Terfo,ar 
hjrmn to the virgin, in front of an image niched 
in the wall of some house vnth a lighted lanthcnrn 
suspended in front of it. Those of the inhabitants 
whose houses are adjacent to these images, con- 
tent themselves vnth coming to their windows and 
chiming in with the rest. In some streets the 
singing is really beautiful (in that of the £speran<^ 
for instance) where there assemble a nuinber of 
very fine and truly musical bass voices, owing to 
the neighbourhood of a chafaris or fountain, at 
which the gallegos leave their barrels at those 
moments to join in the general chaunt. 
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There is another ceremony called the Ter^o 
which is a species of minor procession^ having for 
it8pb|ect the collecting of money Ibj the church. 
A ^artain number of the brotherhood (Irman- 
dade^).meet in the vestry at ahotit eight o'clock 
at^ itig^t and aally from thence through the streets 
of tbdbr pari^ dressed in a religious costume^ and 
singing the hymn of Nossa S^ihora das Dores :— 
oiiijLady of pains 'or sufferings. One man bears 
a standard^ suspended like a square sail^ on which: 
is. painted ilie figure of Nossa Senhora with^ no 
less 'than seven swords sticking in her bosom-^ 
oxiblems of the wounds her heart received at the 
tiieatment of her son. On each side of the*standard 
bearer/ is another man bearing a lanthom at the 
end of a pole ; while several others^ provided with 
baskets and each carrying a lighted archote (torch)> 
nm frOTi window to window to receive what may 
be thrown from them. 
. The silence which, at this hour of the night, 

. ♦ Irmandade-^or brotherhood — from IrmxiA — brother. A 
certain number of respectable tradesmen in each parish com- 
pose this body : diey transact vestry buinness in rotation, and 
accbmpany the Ter$o, as well as the host when it b carried 
out to the dying. 

The Irmandade da Misericordia have as their particular 
duty the burial of the poor: they are exceedingly and niost 
mtjustly despised* 
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lisuaUy reigns throughout the city (particolsdrly 
in wintet)> when disturbed by the singing of the 
Teripo <^ N» S* das Dores^ produces an ^ect IngfBtr^ 
briously disagreeaUe. But to persons retummg 
home by themselves and on foot^ these processiims^ 
afibrd a species of security; and the numereus 
torches which are at these limes in movement vat 
all directions, have not unfirequentlydrfeated the 
meditated blow of the assassin at the moment of 
his emerging from his hiding place* 

A ceremony not less important than those of 
which I have spoken, and one which is well 
worthy the attention of travellers, is the fonen^ 
procession of Bacalhao (salt fish) on the last day of 
Lent. Here a number of grotesque persos^gw 
appear, as if to carry along a corpse for interm^it ; 
and this semblance of a dead body personifies the 
Quaresma (Lent), and its emblem salt fish, the 
chief aliment of most classes during the fcurty 
days of self-denial. One of the cortege, ridicu-* 
lously dressed, reads at the comers of the streets, 
the last will' and testament of Senhor Bacalhao ; 
and to give this buffoonery an appearance of gra* 
vity, a few soldiers of the police cavalry escort the 
procession. 

But I must not omit to notice some other nnock 
religious processions which are still more strange* 
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Bottngii&te labourets of every description hegm 
OIK iLadynl^ to enjoy^. throughout the summer^ 
tts< riglit of indulging in the s«sta or meridian 
wk^ imm one 4>'dock until tbree p. m. This 
hniigia comfort to^Which they attach great iraloe, 
tiley have ^ a feast on that day at the diapel of 
Nbsia Senhora dos Prazeres^ our lady of enjoy- 
nieiifts ; which is situated near Fonte Santa on the 
north-we^ side of the city. At Michaelmas the 
right of sesta ends^ and they celebrate its termi- 
nation by a mock funeral procession, arranged 
pretty much upon the same order of march which 
is observed when the sacrament goes to visit the 

In front, are three men ; the centre one carry- 
ing a mortar board suspended to a pole like a 
banner, while the others, carry emchadas (large 
hoes) upright^ in imitation of lanthoms. An old 
tin water-pot serves for the bellman's use: and 
the incense-bearers carry mud baskets suspended 
by three or four strings. In these they put a few 
lighted coals ; and throwing something upon them 
to create a smoke, they swing the baskets to and 
fro as if they were censers. The trowels, pick 
axes, mallets, &c. all are made to represent some- 
thing connected with church ceremonies ; and the 
dress of this brotherhood consists of a .common 
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sack ivith a hole at the bottom for the l^ad to 
jpass througii, and: one on each side fop the arms. 
i Thus, the most. cathoBc people In the' ytadA 
aintlte themselves m huiiesqumg holy tlungs wfakk 
we her^tics^; with all the pra&nfeness whidb Bkj 
attribute to.uS/ so shrink from ri^arding: with 
lenty^ that the very exposure of these inummeraea 
is . endrnfed with reluctance^ and disniissed "mtk 
rapidity;,: 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

. *'* * PORTUGUESE EQUIPAGES. 



hf the History of Portugal^ voL I. p. 12, pub- 
lished m Lisbon in 1787, may be read the con- 
fisssion that ** Nothing which we see in other 
countries could equal the state of debasement in 
which, in Portugal, the sciences and useful arts 
were plunged previous to the last reform of 1772.'' 
That improvements were meditated at the pe- 
rirf *« »»ati<».ed i. p«riUe. but fl.ey Z 
where appear to have been operated ; and in no- 
thing urthis more apparent than in the object in 
the plate now before us. It is a correct sketdh of 
a Lisbon vehicle— chaise, hackney coach, or what 
you vnll-^for no other equipages are to be seen ; 
with the exception of a very few glass coaches be- 
longing to some English residents, and the duminly 
built and old fashioned court carriages, heavy as 
porters' drays and gaudy as gilded ginger-bread, 
which, during the king's absence at Bio, used^ 
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together with some servants and soiled liveries^ to 
be let out for christenings to any one who chose 
to pay the expenses entailed by such borrowed 
tinsel. : -^ ' 

The seg6 or hackney coach is drawn by mules 
or horses, sometimes by pne of each. The conr 
struction of the vehicle is so wretchedly imi^^ed, 
that it U not imp.rvio„« to ram or d«.t, ha^ 
nothing but the leather curtain in front to protect 
you from either. This curtain is left open in fine 
weather; although you then get covered with flies 
who, being disturbed at your approach, rise in 
thick clouds firom the street dunghills, and out of 
revenge crowd in upon you, bringmg with them 
small remnants of that on which they have bee^ 
feeding. In some streets, where the undeanliness 
is^eafer than elsewhere, the bodies of the horseis^ 
and the wheels of the velucle are literally covered 
by the dis^^urbed. swarms of these disgusting in- 
sects ; and the buzzing noise which fills the air is 
almost sufficient to drown conversation. 
. It is impossible, even in the houses, to get rid 
of this intolerable nuisance. At table, if you let 
fall your knife, such are the clustering crowds of 
them, that you will kill at least from twenty to 
ti^rty without counting the wounded, who limping 
away ijn all directions creep most likely into, yoxu; 
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^ Iplate and thus complete your nausea. Hundreds 
are the expedients that have been tried to effect 

, a riddance of them. Some place^ as is done in 

\ England^ plates of pdson near the windows ; 

: 'CMliers tie bird^limed strings across the top of the 
t^Hmi for them to stick to at roosting hours. 
Bimches of cut paper are hung up in the rooms 

/^n-whioh they attach tibemsdves at nighty and 
bebig" then set. fire to suddenly^ myriads are de- 
4ltipoy^ at a blow. 
' But all these are ineffectual remedies> and no 

,<>dbar -alternative remains for a stranger than to 

•fesign himself to the evil, and quietly swallow as 

ttany of them per diem as the natives, who being 

^aceustomed to it, do not feel the inconvenience. 

In the street, it is of urgent necessity to keep 

ie»e*s mouth shut; and if speech becomes neces- 

iMffy, let it at least be articulated without undos* 

ing the teeth. .The i mosquitos sure also — ^but I 

have already made too long a digression about 

^ flies, and must therefore return to my subject. « 

When a sege is wanted, it is adviseable to ac^ 

quaint its proprietor with your wishes the day be- 

/f<Nre ; otherwise you are likely to wait until eleven 

,OT twelve o clock before you see it arrive at jrour 

^dpor ; rso slow are they, when, unprepared, to put 

^their faqrses to. For half a day, the price is from 
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fiixteen testoons to two milreis ; but if you k«^ 
it (or if the postilion can drawl his time out) be;- 
yond one o'clock p. m. you are compelled to pay 
for the whole day which is from three mil^ to four 
milreis besides three or four shillings to the driTeiv 
It is seldom or ever that any of these latter fellowp 
are commonly civil, being in all Lisbon, the mosEt 
indolent people you meet with. I heard one of 
them, who, on being ^umiissed by a Portuguese 
colonel, was not satisfied with his gorjetta, an4 
observed that the colonel was obliged to stoop^ on 
entering the door on ^ount of the length of his 
diiaco and feather, exclaim, in the hearing of tib^ 
ladies ^^ Ta6 graudes as tem, q na^ Ihe cabem 
pela porta." Anglice, 'VHis antlera are too large 
to get in at the ^oor." 

The only difference observable between the 
common seges and those of the fidalgos consists 
in this, that the arreios (harness) and leather cur- 
tains of the latter are perhaps a little blacker 
than those of the former, although either will 
cover with smut the hands of any one who at- 
tempts to buckle them. I say smut, because the 

• 

name of blacking would be misapplied to that 
with which they clean or rather dirt those parts 
of their equipages. No Mr. Warren, with his 
real japan, is known in this grande cidade, a little 
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arinegar mixed with lamp Uack or chimaey Jbl^c)^ 
being* regarded as a sufficient substitute, fpr hijs 
^ liquid lustre f although the above spurious im^ 
itttkm of it is dignified mth the nanie of GraixfL 
ftiglesa (Eng^iish blacking)* :. .« : \, 

i::>^ili0 mules belonging to tibe segea of t}ie. $daV- 
ifOr are^ also generally speakmg in better prd^er 
tluoi' those 4^ the common hackneys; b^i they 
fuAy approach in excellence of breed to those 
lirlllich ar^ termed of the Ba^a d' Alter, apd ar]^ 
almost exdusively reserved for the use of the royaT 
fittnily. As far as mules can be called handsome, 
tiiese certainly are pre-eminent over any in exis^ 
<enee; and they are equalled by no other bre^^ 
eiAer in sleekness of skin, height of stature,r— ot 
dexterity and proneness to kick even at those 
ndKise : sole time is devoted to the care of them. 
Sudi is liie untoward tiature of these shabby sub- 
at^utes for the nobler horse. 

In the months of February and Mai:qh, it is 
umial m Portugal to give green forage to mules 
9xA Wses: this consists of barley nearly fuU 

<0iKmgh particularly in cases where a small ration 
*ef grmn per diem is also allowed them. It is at 
tifis 'season of the year, and by means c^ this 
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treatment, that they acquire a beautiful sleekness 
and emboiipoint, both of which begm io disappear 
towards the end of autumn^ when thie sticking i^ 
the skin to the ribs would be more visible but i^ 
the rough hide with which nature provides diem 
on the ai^roaoh of winter. With the exception 
of the green forage in<mthsj the cattle in Portngd 
feed on straw, there bemg no hay in the bounttfy 
owing to the burnt up state of all pasture at so 
early a period as the end of April or beginning: of 
May. 

A cuistom here exists which is exceedingly rer 
volting to the feelings 'of an Englishman, and ifa 
which, as no good reason is alleged by the natives^ 
we must reproach the lasdness of the lacquaios aktid 
culpable connivance of their masters. 'Imeatoi 
that cruel custom of never allowing their miiTidJRto 
to liedown when inclined to sleep or rest ;— aooitt- 
fort so well provided for in our stables^ and^ o^ 
would imagine, so indispensable for the wdil-being 
of the cattle. No beds are therefore myade &r 
them of straw or of anjrthing else ; and whelJMr 
this is practised from a view to economy, or merely 
to save the trouble of curry-combing a soiled hide, 
I will not pretend to determine. But this I kn6w 
that the cruel custom does exist, and that in ord^ 
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to'iHrcfvent their lying down to sleep> their halters 
mte d^MTtened to about the length of ten or twelye 
m^sm every night. . . : > 

} ; Indian corii i» as frequently given. to the. cattle 
4tfi.batl^y; .and aismall kind of bean also. During 
^tfae nuMiithd o£ dry. fwage, it frequently: happens 
ti^t the roof .of the animal's mouth bQa)mes ; so 
jeidarg^ as to project beyond the level of .the 
^ttietiL . In these cases it is scarified; with a pen? 
Jpodfe or even a nail in. various directions^ ,so; as 
td:p]S)duce a copious discharge of blood ; and the 
mouth is then washed two or three times a day^ 
i#ith a nig tied round a stick, dipped, in a mixture 
of .yioegar, pounded onions, and salt. U^til this 
jn^edy is applied, the animal is unable ;toi chew 
his ^dod.' I have, invariably observed that leeches 
attach themselves much more readily to the mouth 
of animals thus affected than to others, whe^i 
dtinking. The fountains in Portugal abound with 
thift usefiil reptile; and it would seem that this 
drcums^ce is a provision ntade by nature to g^ve 
tdief to the mouths of animals so diseased. 

/The retainers in the families of the Portuguese 
fidalgos are very numerous, sometimes amounting 
to S&y or sixty. Many hang about the stables, 
^Jiose abode there is altogether, unknown to the 
funily ; but their object in thus passing, for ser* 

M 
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vants or stable boys is to enjoy the protection 
which appertains by right to all the dependants 
of a fidalgo. One of the chief privileged, indeed, 
of a Portuguese nobleman is the inviolability of 
bis meanest out^houses, in cases where any of tJies^ 
ruffians should take refuge therein to dude tibe 
grasp of justice after the commission of niurdei^ 

The numberless laquaios and ruffians seen basfe^ 
ing in the sun at the stable doors, and in the 
court, out-houses &c. of a fidalgo, may bd re- 
garded as instruments of his revenge an the 
merest occasions. Unfortunately there are but 
too many sad instances on record of. the laroth 
of this ; sxiA every one who has resided for any 
length of time in Lisbon, particularly piievious 
to the war, must have witnessed or heard of 
hundreds of atrocities of this nature. It used 
(nat.half a century ago) to be quite a &vorite 
amusement at night for the young noblemen to 
sally forth at the head of a band of their cut* 
throat lacqueys, callifd by them valentoSs, and to 
way-lay, maim, rob, or assassinate in the miost 
cowardly manner any one who might have in- 
Oirred their displeasure. 

A Belgian gentleman, on coming from the opera 
in 1800^ was pursued by a gang of these heroai; 
but screening himself suddenly in a part of the 
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ibrdit near Isidro'a eating house^ they passed the 
p^K^'Cif "Us cenbeahnent. Failing in their attempt 
fo^eateh 'hlB!> they were bitterly upbraided and 
lAuMd^ by mie of the party; and he heard the 
dlimB^mt^wer^ ^ It is not our fault if he escaped ; 
ytmr Excellency must have seen that we were' 
dteie "ujpetaL his heels: but he has disappeared 
NMtoa St^ora knows where.** 
'^^AlAmt the time here alluded to^ and in most 
ftttnHes itf fidalgos even in our times, the young 
Ittar «3' seen a)} day. lounging about with those 
Wlirthless' wretches^ in the stables, tossing up 
iiffppeTB with them in th0 court-yard, playing at 
biSoa (a game at ^arda) with them on the flights 
^Btep^i asid leamii^ to smoke segars in a know-» 
blgs^jie^ with a whip in the other hand, and the 
haifc^' w^h tiie true brav^ air, cocked up on aae 
faHat.'- This, uistead of literaiy pursuits, or in fact 
of any cdeulated to improve the mind, is the be^^ 
giBnn^,:and' hi many casea the flnishing^ of a fidal^ 
go^fil educatiim. One thing- however (I must not 
forget ta say) is never cHuitted; and that is equesh 
trttti instruction. The young nobility usually at- 
tend a riding house, if that name may be given to 
a place in which they are taught to sit as upright 
as a pek^r, not on a saddWbut in a box> which 
eemes up as high nearly as th<3 abdomen in fron<^ 
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and to a corresponding height behind, fonning a, 
i^eceptacle fbr seat' and thighs, out of whidi it is. 
&npossibIe to be thrown. Yet even whfen securely 
packed iii these wooden cases, the prowest cavar, 
fiers of Portugal never dare to attempt the migldbjr 
hazard of a leap. 

' I have endeavoured, as well as the size ^^d» 
drawing will permit; to delineate thish saddle-bp^ 
which, as in universal use throughout Portugal, 
belongs equally to the fidtilgo and the |K)sti]^aiL 
The jack' boots, too, worn by the ppstiUion in-,^^ 
plate are in general request ; and, as fiUed by^ tl^ 
embryo fidalgos, come (when standing,) .hfilf wigj 
up their thighs. These, with a high, cocked; hafe^ 
or m(>on raker, and a long straight whip,;compkftci 
in their estimation the costume of- a knowitiggalr 
lant. Such being the . leading points „ in ^ the edu-^ 
cation of a young fidalgo, it will not surprise. any 
one to be told that, with the exception of ayj?w pf 
the iprder who are distinguished for the highest de^ 
gred of mental acquirements and employed jii -di- 
plomacy at foreign courts, the great mass of them 
are plunged in brutal ignorance. Of their taste 
for, and knowledge of the delineating art> I shall 
jiist ^ve a sample. 

A foreign officer of rank, and of considerable 
merit as a landscape painter, had amused ;hiiiiself 
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by inftkii^ a beautiful collection of views of the 
most picturesque parts of Cintra^ Hundreds of 
pertons of the highest rank solicited permission to 
sefe these productions^ and were> with the polite^ 
ttictts characteristic of this amiable and distingiushed 
offider^ readily admitted. This however becomii]^ 
^very d^y ' more troublesome^ and breaking in 
u;^<Ai /Ins valuable time, he received them at last 
''en peinti^'* without discontinuing his occupation. 
On one occasion, a fidalgo of the very first water 
cfaf^ve up to his door, and being ushered into his 
room all covered with stars, expressed his desire 
to be indulged as others had been. The officer 
{KWQted out to him a great portfolio, and begged 
that His Excellency would arrange the drawings 
•ecording to his owiv taste along the diairs, re- 
gretting that the state of the piece at which he 
was ^engaged at the moment would not admit of 
fais^qvBtting it to assist him, without endao^ring 
Oe spofling of his work. The great man betook 
Wmself to placing a,e landscapes in a row, against 
the light, and almost all of them upside down : 
theiL retreating a few paces and bringing his glass 
to his eye, he exclaimed with great pathos, '' Que 
bellos m^as.^ — " What beautiful maps ;" evidently 
taking the clouds for a troubled ocean, and the 
hori«m foi: the sea coast. 
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Axacmg the great pmil^gcls wMch 4&6 iii^ble^ 
Mjoy, IB that of, Apodf^ntadoria, active «fid ']pasw«« 
The fermer impHe» that, if they tefce a; likiag^to 
the house of any indiyiduid who * doe» not p69se6« 
ti^ right of pasmvei Aposastadoria^ th^ m&y^ tofa 
him out of it safts <^dtem6me^ tmd ifiataU ia i^ 
place any of their mistres&esi iservants/ <lf athM 
peicsons whom they ple^se^ TluE» piiyfle^^-l^ii 
certmn extent; belongs ek6 to the inifitaty> who 
can dislodge a citizeai l^ ItU^ng that tibeprpX;^ 
imity of his house to'the baira&ks' i*6i|der6 .^^eftr 
occupation of it necessary fol* the pdblid 6errice$ 
The passive Aposentadoria enables the pessessof tQ 
hold his house without danger of dislodgem^lit 
t>ut the unhappy wight; who has neitheir the em 
privilege nor theother^ is sul^ect 4t everyjiipmasil 
to be turned out of doors. 

If a Portuguese detects his w^e in the actiial 
commission of adidtery, hie is permittied by law tq 
inflict immediate defith upon both the ^fifeaderft 
provided the male party be neither aiieed^iHAStici 
a fidaIgo> nor a dezembargador, towards dtl^r of 
whom ! the infliction would he pumshttbla ^M 
murder. / ".: ! 

How different is this administration of justi^i 
from that of which we read as practised by the 
king Don Pedro ; who, instead of being, surnained 
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^ The cnieU'' ought to have been termed the 
just ; for owing to the summary manner in which 

m 

he punished crime, and his total disregard for the 
birth or quality of the offenders, cases requiring 
capitis punishment became at last exceedingly 
rai;e : — a convincing proof that lenity is in many 
respects mistaken mercy. 

Hie following facts are mentioned by a Portu*- 
guese historian, and appear so much in point to 
thepresent case, that I cannot refiram from giving 
tbem, in the author^s own words. '' A certain 
ecsleaiastic trani^orted with choler, killed a mason 
who had been the object of it The king pre- 
tended ignorance of the crime, and waited quietly 
to observe what would be done in this case by the 
t^l^gy; but that body considered that the mur- 
derer had been punished snfBciently by his sus- 
pension from the exerdse of his functions during 
a year. The relations of the deceased were ex^ 
t^eedingly incensed at so slight a punidunent ; and 
the king gave secret orders to the mason's son to 
kOl the murd^er of his &.ther. He did so; and 
in ' consequence of it was condemned to death; 
but when the sentence was brought to the king 
for signature, he asked what trade the young man 
was of, and being answered that he was a mason, 
* Then/ said the king, ' I condemn him to abstain 
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from working at his trade for the space of one 

ft M 't . • 

- He afterwards punished with death all capital 
crimes committed by ecclesiastics ; and on their 
petitioning him to submit their daises toHheir 
superior: judge (the Grand Lama of the triple 
crown), he very quietly answered, that be would 
content himself with sending them before iMeir 
and his Superior Judge, meaixing God. ' ; 

His majesty had a procui'ess burnt for giving 
up a young girl to admiral Lauj^arote Pe^anha 
And condemned the admiral to be beheaded. And 
because a porter, who had been sent with a hotifir^ 
cation to a fidalgo, complained to the king 'that 
the latter had struck him and had plucked his 
beard ; his majesty, turning round to the corri- 
dor of the court who was present; exclaimed 
^' Help me Louzeni^o Gohsalves, for a man has 
struck me on the face and plucked my beard ;" 
upon which the fidalgo was taken up and be- 
headed. Such was in short the inflexibility and 
impartiality in the manner of this king's admipis^ 
tration of justice, that, at his death, he was sorely 
lamented by his people, who declared that they 
never had before seen, and never again expected 
to witness, such ten years as those of the reign of 
Don Pedro. 
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' To return to modem fidalgos/ and their house* 
holds-^^At the mention of such sounding numbers 
-m fifty or sixty domestics^ an uninformed person 
might conjecture that the expence incurred in the 
maintenance of so numerous a suite must be tre- 
mendous ; but this is far from being the case. 
'Th<^ Inajor domo (mor domo) and moj^o da copa 
together with one or two das (female attendants) 
eat of what comes from the fidalgo's table ; whidi^ 
by the bye, has rarely any thing else on it, but 
Vacca com aff os, or gaUnha com arros *, followed 
by some olives and sweetmeats : in the n^on 
season, this fruit being always the^r^^ dish on 
the -table, cut up in slices. All the rest of the 
retinue have a ration served out to each by the 
moi^o da copa (butler) consisting of bread, rice or 
feij6es, (dried kidney beans) and a small measure 
of olive oil. Few have any pecuniary stipend, 
with the exception of the footmen, who having 
some sort of Uvery-jacket and pigtail, scramble up 
behind the carriage, and make faces at every one 
who looks surprised at the shabbiness of their 
equipment. 
The Portuguese noble families have the same 



* Vdcca — beef — arros— rice — galinha^^^ fowL GaUnha 
com arroS'-rB, pillau, ox fowl boiled in rice. 
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ridiculous pride in deducing their pedigree frdm 
the most remote antiquity^ which in our own 
country laughably distinguishes the soi-disant de- 
scendants from Llewellyn. The house of da Costa 
is. however^ indisputably the most ancient^ being 
descended in direct line from Donna Ei)a daCosta> 
our universal grandmother : Eve, according to 
Portugiiese heridds, having taken the above name 
from the circu6istance of her creation from Adam's 
Costa or side. 

The mode of addresidhg the different ranks of 
persons in Portugal is tin observmice of <^tieal 
nicety; for nothing is more easy to foreigners 
than, to make mistakes, which would draw down 
the irreconcileable hatred of the offended dignir 
taries. To a shnple mechanic, you may safely 
address a Vossa Merce ; but it were still more 
agreeable to him if speaking in the third person 
you said o Senhor (the s^aihor). To a homem 
de gravata lavada (see note, p. 14,) the treatment 
of Senhoria is indispensable. Vossa senhoria vai 
passear ? Is your Lordship going to walk ? But, 
strictly speaking, although this title is addressed 
to every fellow who can pay his washerwoman, 
it belongs from the rank of baron down to that of 
colonels of regiments, who nevertheless can only 
exact it from the individuals of their own regi'^ 
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ments^ and eVen that by courtesy. The title of 
Excellency^ although lavished at Oporto and in 
the northern provinces on every shop keeper's 
&niily^ is a little more sparingly gtyen in the 
metropolis^ where it is addressed wholly and solely 
to those who have a right to it ; L e. to cotmts^ 

viscounts^ and from those titles upwards. 

» 

The attributes of the kings of Portugal are, 
although known to most people, well worth re- 
cording here, since I am speaking of titles. What 
can be more imposing than ^^ Don such a one. By 
the grace of God king of Portugal and the Al- 
garves, on this and on that side of the sea. In 
Africa, Lord of Guinea, and of the conquest, navi- 
gation, and conunerce of Ethiopia^ Arabia, Persia 
and Braal."* 



CHAPTER IX. 



THE PORTUGUESE COURT. 



COTntT OF DON JOaA VI. AT RIO — DATS OF THE BBIJAMa6 
OK ZIS8ING OF HAHDS— ACCOUNT OF THE CEREMONIAL — XHB 
SOTAL FAMILY OF PORTUGAL — UNIVERSAL RECEPTION OF PE- 
TITIONS BT THE KINO GROSS ABUSE OF THIS PATERNAL 

CONDESCENSION — DEVOTION OF THE KING HYPOCRISY OF HIS 

SUITORS EXaUISITE MUSIC OF THE ROYAL CHAPEL THE 

PATRIARCH OF LISBON — ^ACCOUNT OF HIS STATE AND DIGNITY 

^HIS PALACE AND IMMENSE REVENUES— DESCRIPTION OF HIS 

SaUIPAGE -*- MIRACLE LATELY WORKED BY THE VIRGIN TO 
SAVE THE LIFE OF THE PATRIARCH. 



1 
« . > 



l^ '. n 



.-.v** 



/ 



CHAPTER IX. 



THE PORTUGUESE COURT, 



At the' cdlirt of Don John VI. on the days called 
Beigaxnad (kiss hand), his majesty sits on his 
throne at the upper end of an oblong saloon; 
having on his left hand her majesty the queen, 
abo seated on a throne. On her left are seen 
standing up in a row, according to seniority, the 
princes and princesses of the blood ; at a little 
distance from the latter, and ranged along the 
wall at right angles with them, are placed the 
ladi^ of honor, having on their left the camaris- 
tas &C. At each extremity of the side opposite to 
tiiat of the throne, is a door opening into the 
saloon, where the nobles are allowed to assemble 
previous to admission ; and beyond which is an- 
other called Sala dos Tudescos. This room is ap- 
propriated for officers of the army, '* homems de 
gravata lavada," and in short for all the rabble : 
for ibis monarch, worthy to be called the father 



176 DATS OP THE BEIJAMAO OR KISSING OF HANDS. 

of his people, admits into his presence the meanest 
of his subjects and listens to their supplications. 

The inner doors, that is, those communicating 
from the nobles' room to that of the throne, are 
each guarded by two chamberlains (camaristas) 
from whom every one experiences that civility of 
treatment, which distinguishes men of polished 
manners and good breeding. But at the door 
which opens into the " sala dos tudescos" stands 
a brute of a halberdier, who, if he sees amongst 
the foremost of the candidates for admission, any 
officer of the army, even crippled in the service, 
invariably pushes him back to make way for some 
corpulent friar, adding, " Stand back senhor ofB- 
cial ; enter if you please, most reverend father." 

The signal being given for the opening of the 
royal saloon, the court band of music, in their 
very rich antique costume, begin to play ; and the 
whole scene assumes an imposing appearance 
The nobles file into the throne room, one after 
the other at a slow pace, and when at a few steps 
from the throne make a profound inclination, 
then advance, kneel, and kiss the hand of the 
sovereign, who extends it to all his subjects with a 
look truly paternal. This being done, they per- 
form the same homage precisely towards her 
majesty and each of the royal family. They then 
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file, out in the same.order thrcrugh the oth^ door 
at the sdtne^d of the room whence they entered; 
iJn' proportion as the nobles* room becomies 
^mpiied^ the tudescos are admitted mto it to take 
tib^: turn ; . and this eeremcmy lasts somethnies 
fitun eleven o'dock am. io six p.m./ to the great 
fatigue of the .princes and princesses who ;are 
itoiding all the time. The eldest of the formeii 
tlie.]^rtetent emperor of Brasili, is as fm a young 
iM&as can be seen ; with a handsome faoe^man^ 
Blature^ and a commanding look, bc»rdeiing ; peih 
haps a>little upon severity; hut which ^ w^ <h^ 
i|. prince^ The princesses a:re very handsoDgme, i^Ml 
of ; a beautiful cc^plexion^ ; notwithstanding their 
tcHtg residence in the Brails. 

Besides these days of Beijama6^ Im majesty, j^ 
i^ayfif very accessible . to any one.in his realms ; 
ami dearly does he pay for his pal^rpal cmdcH 
scene^n. I have cj^lculated that : the. ftperqg^ 
number of fiivolous, wojthleasj and:, ujulepeiryiifg 
petitioners^ who pestei: ,his m^)esty eye^ry day, of 
his fife, is no less than one hundred and fifty; . <^ 
whom two thjbrds, potwkhstanding their profe^s^n 
of renouncing the pomp and y amties of the wo?*^ 
.are*, friars cravipg siti^^tionsr of lucre. Onq of 
thef^ hplyjnen tokl.me qaiididly that h^ had> , iM; 
^,j|)f)paeAt bs.if^ts speaking, BO;,lfss Ijpwiftur 

N 
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di£Ebr(Mrt petitions inside his haUt to parestnt^ as 
cnnnimstaiices might oSst a fist^vorable *opiMNrttir 
nity; all of them having for object to obtain^jie 
rents of some chapel in reward for pretexKled sfiv 
Tices toiiie gtate. It is true that^ diuing the watfr, 
he had quitted his convent for the more imre^ 
strained life of aioldi^^ and had always dh^wa 
himself fiiremost in r^enging the gtte^ <if Us 
icoantiry*— wherever a scene of rapiiie c&i)ed itstM. 
ftut at <he dose of the war^ he^ saintlike^ tocdc to 
ifae moite profitable avocation of confessing devest 
ladies end providing dyit^g men v^ passports ^ttd 
1)^ of exchange for St. Peter^ receiving in retiim 
llie prop^iy which they must leave behind, but 
which had better been bequeathed to th^ )^bS^ 
4ren and widows. 

Even French and Italian opersL danc«*$ ap- 
peaMd m the ranks ^ applicants, demand&iig 
|iensions for the signal service oi having i^^akrai 
their Vaeki& in i^ht ^royalty; and by a strange 
perverseness of things, these barefaced mounte- 
banks were often known to succeed, when unas- 
suming meiTt remained, ^ for want of promki^Mie 
•and just TeHrf,*^ unrewarded. . - ■' 

I have seen individuaBs scSiciiing ^t \Foro 
iraaak, privfleges, and ihunumties of itolffity;) 
'groundmg their pretenmons on the eireuinstanee 
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ctf bui msQfsty baying, vfhm pHia^ regei>t, 
^imtf f0U9 bo^^re, pQndeswiKdf^ ^ fUgftl^ f^ 
timr £^h^r'8 qimt» (mmtrjr houiie) ^ p«rta)E^ 
^ ti)fi:^dbment3 i-rrvaA tb^y §i)ppeed^ ; fqr ffUf[^ 
10 the /i^fi^wi pf the cftHBtpy aii4 tfe^ wtt ap, 

^Mcb mm tb^ ^4FMNre ta)cef) f]^ b^ ^ ^^q^sf 
uiia^^l^ giKHcliiega of feeart, that t|i^ v^ fY«^ 
nues and corridors leading to the roy^} ffbaM) 
y»t*«t»Jl<iwies jtJNpqng^ jyjth pieti||j9p«rif pf gvpry 
dfiiimptim. In thif place alsp^f sce^e f^fp^ jqi^y 
^Yjefjr wewttg, pr^^estenjl itself of a ^;#u^ tn^y 
ri(4iciil93i«. I ftllu^e 4» tbe expedipn|;p JfipPFte4 pQ 
hf (certaia w^ll 4r/BSPfid beggary (for the jjrorjd p^ 

tili^ner is not 3u^ieNL% 4eip.npjdKf ) Yfhp \fm- 
ing that his ;Q^jesty is Mse^d|i»gly 4^yo|^ty jBA4p.f^ 
youred 4io ixvsi^uate thiii|iP«lvM wt^ jbijs gp^^ gim^ 
hf *die most bari^.Q^ roiupmfiiiy. fimmms 
pnistrate during the jvbole .eer^i^wy pf ma^» ffi^ 
their lips £xed upon the fl«g ^tfi^m pf th^ ^bfV^i 
or iexitiaidifig jthmr ar^op '^ eu cyruc^^" anfi l^fiff? 
uigiheirAyfi^ fixed upoo $<m§ s^At 4llHBff libn 
whole service; iliey thus hpp^d Ao ;i^ttl^ ^ 
king'fl atto^tiofir lind i:end^ hiw^ ptof^it^ it$ Ij^ 
pteepo8ter!QM)9 prayers* _ j.,i 

The music of the royal chiipel fti J^^^lltsfttfiy 
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beautiful ; the choir being composed of the 
castrati to be found, in Italy, who during mas^' 
play and sing the most deliglitful and choicest 
pieces of music in use on the stage. The salaries 
of these men are so prodigiously exorbitant, thi 
I shall not mention them lest I should be disl 
lieved. Besides the profits accruing to them froi 
their employment as choristers, they amass great 
property by hiring themselves out to- sing at evei 
ing parties. 

I never attended a soiree at Rio without seeingf * 
at it one or two of these castrati. Their appear- 
ance is truly disgusting ; their complexion is mealy 
and perfectly colourless ; their hair lank, their 
eyes sunken, and their chin beardless. In conver- 
sation their tones are squeaking, their whole gaxi 
announces eifeminacy, and their figures are n 
markable for narrowness of shoulders, width of hip; 
and an extraordinary development of length inthe 
femur and tibia ; so much so that when sitting 
down their knees are nearly in a level with their 
chin. It is a curious fact that this great and un- 
natural development of the lower extremities 
observable in the capon. The dress of these m« 
when in the choir of the chapel is purple silk, 
must not forget to add that most of them use 
artificial complexion. "' ' 
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FATRIARCH OF LISBON. ^ 1^1 

i The patriarch of lisbon.is the kmg's first chap 
lain : he is a cardinal de jure, and tlikes prece- 
dence of all the bishc^s and archUshops iii Portu- 
gaL His ) palace stands near Junque|ra> alxmt 
half Waj between Akantara bridge and Belem^ 
and jrenembles very nmch an old country .diateau 
in. Frwce> having very steep roo& and a square 
tower at each angle* ^ Between the t^wp towers 
which form the front of the. centre, there is a spa* 
jpbiis balcony l^ied round to about the hdght of 
twelve feet with lazulejos (a species of white var- 
nished brick) ornamented with repres^oi^tions of 
mytholog^al subjects. Few men can be found 
who will accept of the situation of cardinal pa- 
triarchy owing to the restraint which it imposes ; 
for whoever holds it is compelled to abstain from 
:frequenting parties, or any other, places of recrea- 
tion. His duties are very ard^ouSi and beyond 
belief laborious : for they consist in hearing mass 
every menikig at his own chapel ;:and^when he 
rides in his carriage through the Lisbon streets, it 
is always )9nith. the two forefingers K^ his right 
.hand erect, with which he bestows, his grudal be- 
nediction on the kneeling rabble. ' Add to all this, 
.t^at heund^goes the {H^ii^ful necessity ofrpoick^ 
ting a revenue of about ^35^000 per annum. 
The can^jage of the patriarch is precisely simi- 
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Itst td tii^ belomg^iig to the boori, bat Kq^ iJirith 
p((t{idl piirp3i ; ttf \fhich ^Idm* at« aisd his litres 
HtMi Biit it 1^ in th& hdrtes iirhidi fl^im ha ofi^)- 
iitig&l that ti«i^ e'ikU tb Marked a. ^tinctiw^ 
^a %y t^m he may be fecopised at teaHi 4 
tiiM'^. . Tlie hf^raed dr bs.vMs whldh ite «e«^l»f 
{>f«dtib« Win, il; §eeiii§> stlf|l:«! td tl'Miiipdil; i'dpltf 
Whi^Ve^ it Itiay ptea^e b g^ ; but td ^v« thfe 
digfiity atld M:at« (^ a eki^flli sOtiiethi% fiUJK 
Kfhpbiiii^ is n^e^iftryi A Set <of hdf«^ (^^ 
Ut):od wei'e th&refdrg brdlight ftdih Hdlkfld ftft 
tiid tis^ of this grahd latha df LibbdfL Thi^ 
tdldiir fii a darkish ci'eaih, aild their ^tti»6 i(i§d 
Bhap^ ikre |>r($ei8fely Utbse df the dra^ hei6(» m 
L^doii. 

the j^atifiarbh ^hd died in 181^ had b«ert k 
Idiig tinie ufiable td niovte abdut the metrdpd^ : 
tiie t!dhs^fieiiee ^ia^ that ' 1^ sticce6k>r ftmnd lite 
ihhabtt^tS tkt^f iuia§ed td ^e beii^CtiMy mte- 

ttiofiy ; ^d Bii he di-dties tip to the {Mdttee of tlie 

ihetdMtidn 3^% clayi ifheHB ihe tneeiaflg df llie gO- 
V^lfofli^ ^ the kiiigddm ^ks held> the OflTder uf 
thb g^fild tifi^r^ Slbtitoed, j^t-dceeded \villi hf&^ 
iiAkk 16 1^ the cchsipUiiieht due td sUeh H^, 

ilkhiil iBe hbiy cai^M lifted hid twb fing^A b 
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bestow his blessing on the soldiers. The officer 
then mistook this for a refusal of military honors^ 
and dismissed his troops accordingly. This so 
incensed the Lama^ that he caused the officer to 
be summoned before him^ and gave him a severe 
reprimand for what was nothing but a mistake. ' 
A few days afterwards, on his return from the 
*a,e rJLg. »d pasdng in W of fte marine 
arsenal, the guard, to shew its devotion, turned 
out with surprising rapidity ; and the drummer 
beat, it seems, three more deafening ruffles, than 
the Urcos had ever been used to hear in Holland. 
For they darted off with such ungovernable vio- 
lence that the carriage was upset, the coachman 
thrown off his box, and killed, and but for N. S. 
da Penha de Frauj^a, who worked a miracle upon 
the occasion, the patriarch would have been killed 
himself, instead of only receiving numberless se- 
verp contusions. He ever after officially dispensed 
with military compliments, salutes, and ruffles; 
and had a little painting of the miracle stuck up 
in his chapel. Perhaps the poor coachman's widow 
might complain, that her husband had been ex- 
cluded by Nossa Senhora from his share in the 
nuraculous preservation. 
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]N)fetOOlJESE MANNERS, FfeMALE DRfiSS, Ac. 



The dress of the lowi^r wiers d fefiuites in Pto^ 
tu^^ Vfhdtk itt-doors^ fe not materially diiS^ent 
fHm that df the same class of women in England; 
^ih this i^xb^tion^ that thfe Pcnlugnese Wear nn 
@a^Si bui merely a piec» of black ribband or Telvet 
to asbiit thfe comb in confimng theilr imm^im 
quaiitiiy ^ hair^ which is ialmost always of a jet 
blaiik odour. This they usually untie about oboe 
a laionthi not so much for the purpose! of combing 
it^ as to destroy a part of the chii^ tf Termha^ 
Isst peirha|» their heads should otherwise be eaten 
nff tbeif ihottldl^i. Itastead of (lomatuln^ they 
ism t^ye xfH, in which they absolutdy soak their 
h^ ; inany^ howeTi^^ treat tbraiselveB dcdasion^ 
alljrivlth a Uttfe duified hog'B lardi called by tiirai 
biMihiEL de CSiaro. 

Nothmg would be more c^culiEited to put n 
Porbugwscf^ \i^mm kito a ^aission, than to tdl bet* 
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that her hair contained the unwelcome visitors 
above alluded to; although at the moment you 
might perceive them galloping about in all direc- 
tions on her. Ibreh^ad* i. Indeed^ when knittings 
the Portuguese women may be seen scratching 
their heads eternally with the long needles used 
in the work. Nevertheless^ as if t6 attract atten- 
tion to that particular part of their persons^ they 
almost always ornament their hair with a pink^ 
whibh> 3s thfek &varit6 Jlower. 
• K Itoring the heai^ of sumin^rr inost of them, wear 
no covering, on the bosom^ which is con$e(liiendy 
eofmei to view; but as. this is the habit of ithe 
>C0untry, it . attracts no observation. Perhaps the 
0r^in of this custom may in some measure, be. at- 
tributed^ not 'merely to the heat of. the climate, 
but to a certain consciousness of the superiority 
pf form in this particular^ which certainly distin- 
^ishes the Portuguese females^ They are. by 
nature (I speak of the Lisbon women) exceedingly 
indolent:— a defect which is not a little eiicou- 

• 

caged by their custom /of . seldom or ever stirring 
-out of their houses, except on occasions of gi:eat 
momexit, or^n Sundays and saints' days, for the 
purpose of going to mass. AflFairs immediately 
.connected witihi their household seldom compel 
th^m to go into the street ; as . abjost every Jtfaiiig 
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^^Uch they stand iii need is hawked about -at 
the 4<>ors; such' as iish/ vegetables^ fruity &e. 

Women of other countries^ unaccwtomed to such 
hal^ of seclusion as those whidi Portuguese ideas 
<rf decency compel their females to observe,'would 
bift in brook this confinement. But with th^n it 
i9*4^mMter of taste aiS wefi as habit ; thdr chief 
{Measure consisting in looking out of thdu: win-^ 
ddWs almost all day long^ to obseirve every tluiigp 
which takes place in the streets or at their nei{^ 
hours'^ and to converse with the latter^ veirbattjr^ 
if stiflSciently near^ or by means of their hands and 
fibers; if beyond the reach of the vcHce. ^ Cori-fc 
versations of many hours' length ane' sometimes 
kept up in this way; certain petitions of the !fin- 
gtsrs standing for well understood syllables of 

^; 'Thus, with the aid of expressive gestureiiy two 
inaccesdible persons are enabled to commuhicaiie 
witfaaU the facility bf a writt^i coi^i^i^ndenee ; 
and with thb superior advantage, that th^» eftjo^ 
the pleasure of seeing each othet and interchange 
log • thoughts, without suspence or dlBlay> > Love 
beiilg^.tiib pursuit which, alinost to the exdiusimi 
cf teKery other, engrosses the' mind of thi^iPortil^ 
gliese peojple, it may readily be conceived tfaat^is 
.digitcHtelegraphic intercourse is ina4e tjie vebiiBli^ 
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of female scdni^ jidEjdisrs it it diffll^^iiJt je^t^rjpiiij^ 
^ convef ia my Qii^T msmmr^ 

Ham dfSM aasumos qmi0 A 4ifferail ^p^F^fd 
bom th^ iibdoor .costuHus, NjO p$^Qpk k ^ 
imrld we m pAi4;uml»ily nei^ ai)^l tl^ iS^ A»^^ 
avei their stockings are idways .^ ^e vfhi^mm 
^ anow ; and Aeir dio^^ mi^e of 93k ^mi nMl 
isi^lrequeatly ofnam^xted with BW^widary ati4 
qaaagleg^ are: of Tory good nrovksmship^ Thegf 
Bwar over tkeir dress a dotk eapo^:^^ and j9¥Qr 
tlieb heads> a musiki handkerchief^ both- a^)^*!^ 
IB an art&l'ond joe^uettish iiiai|ner. 

Thus eqn^^d^ f nd impravmg theeffiact /of il^mr 
faecoming costume hy &e graee&d ufpvemtDt 8n^ 
which they deUberately pick out their way jw«r 
a duriy pavement, th^y never £u^ if nature has 
been in the least prointious to tiiem, to ereateiaii 
interest which women of otfi?r counties wimUl 
1^ «Hi^ longer in winmng. Hpwever fitille ga^- 
Q^ral beauty df features a Portuguese young wor 
man may be able to ^ast, she is sure 4o m^e 
^rnifuests at first 4»ght, ^owing to a supigie a^jsnty 
tion which i^ hivariaUy pbssei^^es ir-^a paur 4)f ithe 
mosttotely eya; in th^ w^d/ either b}ac^ as t^ 
slooi <ir ^ a dear 4hesnut, or of « deep iiaid^lgie^ 



CONDUCT 09 10TH SIXK8 AT MA9S. Ml 

wAetei lull of ^Kpressum ^nd intf Uig^miee. Sudi 
are the soul speaking features which the Mocniiii 
JwtH d^ghted to ed^bvatey aod was wooi to Aom- 
pai^ta tiie eye^ of liie gazelle. The Long dark 
eyelash and <^ findy ar^d eyebrow ape like viae 
die distioguslmig morki of a FortuguefNe fiifiew . 

A« ehiiichy the ftraale part of the cengK^ga^oii 
nit and kncpl an that portion af the gipinid wSvcIl 
kas H ifooden &>ar elftated ja ^w: inehM abMiP 
l3ie hioidflag rtoaes. . H«re they Mtor intlMiit 
^enaitioR widi whomever of (their omi sex hap|ML 
t# W«ea? Hienp^ with all the eSati^ oi a lm||^ 
ad^akrtance; and tUs is usiudly 4K>nlimifidl if 
they meet again in the street^ by mutual jhhiJqs 
«ttd iocfinatiens of the head, wy;hoiit eatatlNig the 
fieoesgity of a doser acq^ainisuiQe. The Q^mmmt 
^midwkngthe mass Ssflspedyiof f aatiiji^jpatoiare^ 

« 

ttnd^the Ejects ^t it, ane uwaUy the ^duster dif 
yii«^1^As w^ ranged along the oentm of (fha 
dmrdn gaze impsidently on the wiomeu instead of 
^iktendkig to 4^ service. Indeed ^mtf %ir iD#- 
^vlftEilAiof eiHier w&^f genei^y sp^akii^, are fisgac 
^JbHervtod to pay strict attention to asifXi^iMj^ 
dF ^ eei^mony, Chan that of the jel^vatiop .«f die 
%Mt^ ^nien* e^aN^ <^ ^^ ^ miflumk^ satr 
^t^'^, 4niffibp Acir heads. and b(}d^^Mdslmkt 
•^^ Ibreasts^' ^he Mlarmt aoGclainnBg, ^ a liKfr 
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voio6, « 'tis my faulti 'tis my £wlt^ ftid my vcagr; 
great fault.*' 

But those youths, .whom good fortune ^rr gjceal/ 
animgement and fore&dght have placed iiear thdii> 
Hustresses; take advantage of that eooiVepient'ppjEh 
turcr'and gentle murmur towhiqyar m^thdb: fiBy 
is^ lears the passionate protestations of thms Icfye ; 
foihw tile ^de course (tf the week,' perhaps m 
fim^oral^ an cppoiftiuiity mig^ again, b^ 

itMmd. • ' Fioidan most ' jmitly. observes lf>i ibe ^4^7 
tognese ^^ lis semblent nes pour Famour : 0':^ I9 
grande uffaire de leur vie : les plus: grands. \mr 
erifices he coutrat rich des qii-il s'a^t d# • oett^ 

'pkSinon.^:- •■■—■■,. :".■." ' ..' . 

i^ What I have said of the; habits of lieehita^^ 
amongst the lower orders of the fair sex, is in # 
much greater degree applicable, to those in bigbej 
life. Love is therefore in its origin seldom ipf.'a^ 
other kind than that which the si^t of the^iindlr 
vidual has inspired, and < rarely the e£fept c^^fa 
growing habit, froni free communication; .l^bif 
cases of the latter nature > happen only aiDyga^^g^ 
reliltionsy such as cousins, uncles and nieoe^«^i«t^ 
and 'nephews, &c. for none of these degree^ of ^ t^- 
lationshi{) are held in Portu^ aa 9bji^(j0kis ip>j^ 
intermarriage, provided the money.exactedf^^ft 
papal dispensation can be afforded^ by th^pai^ti^. 
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'. / . 

As love at first sight is most general^ it is asto« 
nishing to what excesses it will carry individuals^ 
who have never exchanged any thing but glances* 
It ^ right, however, to observe, that the Portu- 
goeto have been in this respect, as if designedly, 
repaid by nature for the inconveniences which the 
&sixeme watchfulness of parents entedls upon lovers, 
no people being so xemarkably gifted with the ex- 
pressive language of the eyes. No sooner does a 
fatibe^ discover in any way that his daughter's afr 
feciidns are .rivetted on some object^ than, if he 
disa^poves of the alliance, he puts her forthwith^ 
into- a ilecolhimento *. But if the lover's inten- 
tions be strictly hmiorable, the rank of the parties 
equal, and that any objection on the part of the 
par^^ts ^appears only a matter of caprice, then 
theire i*^a law which, if had recourse to in time, 
(that is/ before the father confines the lady in a 
Re^oU^mento) is highly favorable to the lovers. 
The swain has only to make an application to a< 
certain tribunal, describing how the matter stands; 
and declaring that his object is marriage. The 
offices of justice then go with due solemnity to 
t' ... 

* JEleqplhimento :• — a place of reUgipua seclusion. Indivi- 
duals forced into a Recolhimento, or entering voluntarily, do 
notj as a matter of course, take the veil. Tliefe is, however, 
a body of regular nuns belonging to every house of the kind. 

o 
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the lady's house^ and demanding her of h^r father 
(who dares not resist the law) convey her to the 
house of some parent or respectable friend^ there 
to remain unmolejsted until the necessary arrange^ 
ments^ shall h^ made for her union with her fa- 
vored lover. This is what the Portuguese, t^rm 
'^ estar em depozito/' to be in deposit* hx. lim 
situation^ the young lady may receivei the visits 
both of her father and lover^ provided it be ia the 
presence of other persons. But visits from the 
parents are rare occurrences^ as they most &e« 
quently, when these extremities have been resorted 
to^ utterly discard their children : although pater- 
nal a£Pection^ here^ as in every other country^ prch 
duces in nine cases out of ten a final reconciliation. 
In cases however where the father has t^en 
time by the forelock^ it is difficult to wrmount 
the obstacles by which he is enabled to carry 
his point. And if an elopement has been perpe- 
trated or even attempted^ the law then is so much 
in favor of parental authority, that its rigour to- 
wards the lovers is extreme. About the year 
1811 or 12, two persons of a civil department of 
the British army fell in love with two sisters, the 
daughters of a man, in whom much authority was 
vested, near Villa franca. As the stores, with 
which these persons were entrusted^ were in part 
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mag^usmed ifi a spacious gtound floor of the build- 
ing iriiadbited by the ladies^ tl^ contrived with 
loi^^i^' ingenuity to make an aperture in the.ceiU 
mg fw l^eir nunre easy communic^on. Unfortu* 
MAtdy^ how^ver^ the suspicions of the father were 
esieited ; and he broke upon their sweet converse 
<Hie ^ening. One of the gentlemen was skilfiil 
enough to get- clear ctf with the object of his af« 
feetidns ; and sailing immediately fox England he 
thus eluded the fate which awaited his companion. 
The kitter had not proceeded £str on hia flight be* 
ibre he was overtaken ; his lady was wrested &om 
him^ a^ tln*own into a convent ; and he hiinsdf 
was confined in the hmoeiro^ or common jaily 
kojsi whence he was by particular favor transfah 
led some time afterwards to the castle of S. George. 
Numberless were the intercessions made to induce 
tbe^ father ta relent^ but all were fruitless. It is 
said that our ambassador interceded in the youngf 
mim's favor to obtain his release; but that the fa- 
ther^ fearing it would be effected^ decku*ed that he 
would appeal to the general Cortes of the nation- 
to prevent it : — so determined was he to glut his 
revenge to the utmost limits of the law. At the 
end of six or seven years, this obdurate and vin- 
dictive wretch died, and the charm being dispelled^ 
the gentleman obtained his release. 

o2 
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. The street equipment of females of the lower 
orders^ called by them *' Capa e lenf o," b so very 
becomings that in the winter season it is not uur 
frequently adopted by young ladies ; and as the 
weather is seldom sufficiently cold to render fires 
necessary^ the only expedient which they adopt 
for keeping themselves warm is that of wearing 
the capote in doors. All classes of women are 
thierefore provided with this article of dress^ whe- 
ther they wear it in pubUc or not. 

Whenever a young lady is indisposed^ you see her 
with her capote on ; and they who are habitually in 
bad health seldom go without it. In &ct this 
cloak is a covering for all things : with it wrapped 
round them they might be en chemise without itB 
being discernable ; and in spite of the Argus like 
precautions of vigilant parents, many a Uttle faux 
pas is committed, the consequences of which are 
veiled from observation by the happy invention of: 
the capote, the lady protesting, (and with reason) 
that she is indisposed, until the critical moment is 
passed. 

I have in former pages endeavoured to illustrate 
my subject by some anecdote or other in support 
of my assertions. I shall therefore do the same, 
in the present case. A lady, an acquaintance of 
mine, residing on a first floor, observed that a 



ANECDOTE OF. THE CAPOTE. 197 

• 

yoiing lady who, with her parents, uihabited the 
second floor of the same house, had been for seve- 
ral months coinphdnhig, sometimes of one ailment, 
sometimes of another ; and was, it is needless to 
say, tfrapped up constantly in her capote. After 
a oertam lapse of time, she came down stabs to 
iny^friend ; and throwing her arms round her neck, 
sobbed out a confession of her real situation, im^ 
ploling her aid, as she imagined that the period, 
kmg dreaded was at length arrived. 

My friend embarrassed how to act, but yielding 

^t last to con^passion for the unhappy girl, sent 

xtp a request to her parents that their daughter 

. jnight be allowed to rem^ with her for a day or 

two in order to assist her in some preparations of 

linen &c. for charitable uses, which she feared she 

jshould not otherwise be able to finish in time. 

This was immiediately granted. A sage woman 

.WW s^jit for, and a carrotty headed little fellow 

joon made his appearance : when the mother ex^* 

iclaimed, /' Oh how like his father! that tall red 

headed Irish friar my confessor/' ■■ 

. 1* he poor bantling was deposited at the Roda 

.(foui^dlitig hospital) and the young lady soon after 

I left off her capote, and resumed her dress as a 

;*^Senhora de Corpo :" an expression, by the way, 

which corresponds wilJi our term of lady, and 
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which is equivalent in rank to that, in the other 
sex, of " horaem de gravata lavada." 

The Roda, above alluded to, is the vulgar 
name for an establishment called " Hospital dos 
Emgeitados" or Foundling Hospital. But the 
Roda is strictly speaking a species of turn-about, 
similar to those fixed in the grate of a nunnery, 
for receiving articles to and fro. To the found- 
ling hospitid, are brought all the fruits of ilKcit 
Mnours, and silently deposited in th*; Roda. The 
receptacle thus humanely provided has, in some 
measure, the effect of checking infanticide; al- 
though 1 have myself, ut three several times in 
Portugal, seen dead infants lying on dunghills, 
where they had apparently been concealed and 
had been scratched out by dogs. 

One of these instances occurring in a dead 
angle opposite to my own house, I had an oppor- 
tunity of witnessing every thing connected with 
it. A parcel of cMldren were playing on the 
heap of rubbish, and accidentally uncovered the 
body of a new bom child, which had the appear- 
ance of having been very recently secreted there. 
Some of the neighbours remembered having, at a 
late hour on the preceding evening, seen a man 
and woman in capotes apparently busied with 
something which lay on the ground. The child 
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was allowed to remain on the same spot until the 
arrival of some officers of justice; and who hav- 
ing come to the number of three, turned over the 
child with their feet to ascertfun if there were any 
marks of violence. 

They then committed thdr observations to 
paper, had a hole dug on the spot by a man who 
accompanied them, and had the body thrown 
into it ; no other kind of burial being permitted 
to a being, on whom it was not likely that any 
monk had ever described the emblem of salvation. 
For it is a firm article of belief among the Roman 
Catholics, that a child who dies before baptism 
perishes like a dog, without a soul ; and even the 
most enlightened among these people imagine that 
the child who thus dies goes into Limbo, a place 
of their own creation. 

As I became acquainted with another circum- 
stance, of a nature si mi lar to that wliich I have 
a,bove related, regarding the convenience of ca- 
potes, I shall mention it before I am led into wiy 
further digressions. A Portuguese gentleman, 
returning one night to Lisbon from Sacavem, 
heard, as he was passing near a vineyard, the 
moans of a female in apparent suiFering. He im- 
mediately proceeded to the spot, where he found 
a young and apparently lovely female in labour. 
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who implored his^ assistance, which he unhesitaf- 
ingly, afS^rded to the best of his power. She 
afterwards conjured him by every thing that was 
sacred to carry the new born to the Roda in the 
city. To this he also consented. The darkness 
of the night> and the tare "which she had taken to 
conceal her features iii the best way posadble> pre*^ 
vented his being able to recognize her positively.^ • 
' But his curiosity however was so much excited, 
that he followed her at a convenient distance un- 
perceived, and saw her enter a gentlemm's'quinta 
not far off. He concluded therefore that she was 
the: daughter of the house ; and he was not mis- 
taken. The interest whicli she had excited, in 
him was so intense, — ^for his nation are not fastidi-^ 
ous in these matters, — that for a long time He 
made that road his favorite ride, in order to enjoy 
the happiness of seeing her at her window. She 
had riot the most distant idea that he was the 
person who had rendered her so essential a ser- 
vice ; arid she therefore concluded that no being 
was acquainted with the shame to which, as it 
afterwards appeared, the villainy of her confessor 
had exposed her. 

The gentkman's addresses were therefore fa- 
vourably received, and she was soon afterwards 
united to him. About a twelvemonth after their 
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marriage^ she was about to present him with the 
first pledge of their love ; and every anxious pre- 
paration was made for the event. But her caprices ^ 
were so many and so great that they outr-ran 
the tenderest solicitude ; and after having in vain 
endeavoured to satisfy every strange fancy and 
whim with all the devotion which the most indul- 
gent of husbands could evince, he was at last pro- 
voked beyond patience to exclaim that '' she had 
been much less scrupulous when he assisted her 
m the vineyard." This indiscreet and unlucky 
sarcasm at so critical a moment had a fatal effect : 
— ^it threw her into violent convulsions under 
which she expired, leaving him long to lament the 
imprudence and rash irritation of a moment. 
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SOME PORTUGUESE CUSTOMS. 



At tlie accouchement of Portuguese women, it is 
usual for the persons who are present to be telling 
their beads all the time ; whilst some of them 
make promises of various offerings to the different 
smnts, if they will grant a happy delivery to the 
lady. I was in the house of a friend of mine, a 
Portuguese field officer, who had married his 
young niece, by virtue of fifty moidores given to 
the usurer of the triple croym. His lady was at 
the moment of my arrival *' en couche;" and 
my friend received me in the drawing room, which 
communicated with her bed room or alcove by a 
glass door. He was in great distress of mind^ 
having in vain made every kind of promise to 
Nossa Senhora to procure a happy moment for his 
beloved wife. 

The situation of this lady was becoming every 
instatit more critical, and the doctor entered the 
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parlour shaking Ids head with looks foreboding 
danger, when an old nurse of the family came for- 
ward and said to the colonel, '^ Wherefore should 
we despond ? Have we Hot next door to us the 
convent of S. Francisco de Paula ? Is it not well 
averred that the truss of th9.t saint is of the most 
precious efficacy in cases Eke this ? Send for it, 
and I promise you that all will go welt.**^ 

A Portuguese young gentleman who was with 
me did not wait to hear the end of this discourse ; 
but set off at the first hint to the convent next 
doQr, and in a few moinents returned with a firiar 
bringing with him with due solemnity St. Frands's 
greasy truss> which being laid upon the bed so 
that the lady could see and touch it> she was soon 
after safely delivered. Such was the virtue in the 
truss, or the pj>wers of the imagination opera-ting^ 
as in prince Hohenlohe's easy miracles ; or such 
were the operations of nature, which would have 
been the same if no truss had been procured. 
This success seemed to excite no sensation of sur- 
prise in my friend, or in any one else who was pre- 
sent, it being looked upon as a matter of course. 

The Portuguese females are exceedingly pro- 
lific ; and the number "of children in a family is 
usually as great as in our clergymen^s domestic 
circles. I knew a lady of quality (the viscountess 
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of R** S* *) who had, for her share, brought into 
the world no less than thirty-four children in per- 
fect health. In families not noble, the division of 
property on the death of the parents is equal. 
But, with the fidalgos, the case is much the same 
as in our own country, where property is entailed. 
The eldest son, called the morgado, mherits the 
whole ; and all the others are dependent on hiin. 
The nature of the Portuguese renders this less 
hard and more supportable than among us ; for 
no people are so distinguished for fraternal affec- 
tion as they are. Indeed, they cherish to perfec- 
tion every feeling connected with consanguinity. 

A war of such long duration as the last, and 
the consequent contact with strangers whose man- 
ners and customs are so different, has naturdiy 
been productive of considerable change in the Por- 
tuguese customs, and perhaps not much to their 
advantage. But in the old families who adhere 
pertinaciously to ancient usage, and who are deno- 
minated even by tliemselves " pes de boi," bullock's 
feet, from their slow movements even towards im- 
provement, when sons or daughters of any age 
come into a room, however full of company it may 
be, they walk up in the first place to their father 
and mother, and kneeling down receive their bles- 
HUg ; after which they hasten to salute the com- 
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pany, tyho, far from looking upon them as fool-^ 
ishly old-fashioned, highly approve of this demon^ 
fitration of filial piety. ^ 

. -The Portuguese observe many little customs^,' 
trifling in- themselves, but calculated to promote 
a tendency to devotion, and a continual feeling of 
gratitude io the Supreme Being. . For.instfflicay' 
in the morning early, just as day begms ito yeepi 
the bells toll three distinct strokes, which In the 
convents are a siunmons to matins ; and labourer^ 
on their way to their occupations invariably un^ 
cover themselves at this signal (called by ^them 
'' as Trindades"), make the sign of the cross upon 
their breasts, and then pour forth a brief but Er- 
nest prayer. At midday, the same signal is given ; 
and people of all classes in the streets uncoveB 
themselves, make the sign of the cross, and piayv, 
The same custom is observed also at sunset, whpn 
thanksgivings are offered up for preservatioQ. 
during the day: this latter knell is termed the 
Ave Marias. However interesting the conversar 
tion in which they may have been engaged, it is 
immediately suspended at this invitation to prayer. 
The Portuguese have another custom, the nour* 
observance of which, in other countries, carries 
almost with it an appearance of neglect and unr. 
kindness to a person who has long resided with 



the Portuguese :— at least I have sometimes been 
fddlkh enough to. feel it so* I mean the never^ 
idling salute elicited by a sneeze. If you chance 
to snietee in the street, whilst passing several per^- 
sons deeply engaged in conversation^ you will tlb* 
Jeitd themall move thdur hats to you, accompany- 
ing tlib civility with *^ Doniinus tecum.*' In a 
tooxa fiiU of ccnnpany, if one person sneez^sy^ all 
ike rest make him a profound inclination, and ex-^ 
tMm as iibove; or else ''Viva men Senhor, or minha 
senhora f or not unfrequently to a lady, " Floifef e 
mnha Senhora neste peito.** '^ Prosper fair lady in 
tl»» breast ;'' or '* Reverdece minha Senhora." 
-' Tliis last is very pretty in Portuguese, but its 
toan^ation into English is impossible without 
kMsAng -its beauty; and rendered literally it is 
perhaps any thing but a compliment, as it would 
tinply tibat the lady is old.— ^" Grow green agun 
my senhora.*" 

' I ha^etied to be one day in the college of no- 
iiles, at the time when the studies in mathematics 
were going on. There were, I suppose, about 
^dghty students present, and the professor hap- 
pening to sneeze, all these gentlemen rose up 
aiid howed to him with respectful ^' vivas.** ' If, 
iiowever, the sneeze immediately follows a pinch 
^ savffy a difference is made, as no coniphment is 

p 
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then required; tmd to prevent it^ the' snnff fab^r 
exdaims, after his first sneeze^ '^ Nao fa^n qb^A, 
herape.**— '' Take no notice of it, it is snuff f after 
which he might sneeze his nose off without being 
sahited. . 

It is also <;ustomajry in Portuguese company^ 
a lady rises for any purpose, that all the gentkniep 
rise, also^ and dp not lesuipe their seats unl^l she 
does ; this is also ohaeiVed towards superiors, eyen 
in the heat societies- In the levee rooms c^ a voir 
nister, whenever a gentleman comes intq iti alji 
those who happen to* he. there already rise and SBr 
lute hijn, which he returns, hegging them to r^ 
sume their sea|;s ; hut when the rank of the pe^^h 
who enters is that of a general officer, it were in 
vain to expect , others to sit down, untU he sancjh 
tions their doing so by taking a seat ^umsel^ 
Here also if, in the heat of argument, one o^ the 
latter personages should in the course of his^ gesr 
ticulations make the movement pf rising, the whole 
company, as if pulled by a string, start up lik^ 
wise. 

These are refinements of politeness unknpwn 
in our climate ; but to balance their absence we 
have as proportionate a share of cleanlines^i and 
decency, qualities which in some respectd are, air 
together unknown in Lisbon. What would an 
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English gentleman say if his company indulged 
&emselves in expectorating all over his carpet ; 
yet this is nevertheless the case in Portuguese 
fiociety^ as every soul who has frequented it in 
lishon must have observed with disgust. The 
floersy as may be imagined^ bear testimony of this 
filthy habit 

The habit of gesticulating is al^ conunon to 
the Piprtuguese^ and the most trivial subjects o£ 
conversation are always accompanied with actions 
x)l the head, body, and extremities, so that stran- 
ge^ 4m their landing in Lisbon conclude inuned^ 
atdy that, they are amongst a very passionate ^nd 
quarrelsome people. The Portuguese are remark- 
Me likewise. lor talking exceedingly loud, and aU 
ef ^em at the same time, with an eagerness her 
yond any thing known m other countries. . ^ 

Napoleon in his Russian campaign had .four or 
five re^m^ts of Portuguese, who had been forced 
Ipoln their country by the Fr^ieh army. These, 
with the <;haractex:istic courage of Portuguese 
troops, were always amongst the most effective 
and bravest of his army ; but such was their habit 
^ VQc^erating loudly, th^t the place of their hi- 
YOi)ac was always to be traced by the sound of 
their v^^ces at many miles* distance* Of this I 
have \!>eea assured by some of the officers of those 

f2 
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corps, who declared that> from .ihe distance f^ a 
league in circumference round the Portuguese 
camp, they could always find their way to it, were 
the weather in the least .fine> by marching up<ni 
the sound of the voices, even when many thou* 
sands of soldiers of other nations were bivouacked 
in the neighbourhood. 

' The Portuguese are exceedingly charitable in a 
small way. In the course of the day they give to 
a number of beggars; the gift seldom exceeding 
a five reis bit, which is rather less than a half^ 
penny* If, however, they are not inclined, to giv« 
anything, their manner is exceedingly humane 
towards the petitioner, and calculated to reconcile 
him to his disappointment, as: they move: their 
hats saying, ^^Deos.ofavorece irma^zinho." *'God 
favour you my brother,** upon winch the beggar 
replies, " Seja pelo amor de Deos/' ^' Be it for 
the. love of God/' , and continues his way« 

These beggars are sometimes insolejit as well 
as in other countries, and ungrateful alsa I re- 
member giving a trifle to one of those who are 
always seen at a particular corner of the streel;, 
exhibiting some wound, sore, or.defonnity, and 
making a most lamentable appeal to the compasi- 
sion of passengers^ On receiving my donation he 
put on a very thankful look, saying, '' Nossa Sen* 
hora o pagara," '^ Our Lady will repay you f but 
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I had hardly gone two steps, when winking to his 
neighbour he added *' not L*' 

In Portugal people invariably salute each other 
if they meet beyond the limits of the city, however 
unacquainted they may happen to be ; and fo- 
i'dgiiers ate easily recognized in the country by 
their non-observance of this civil custom, the omis* 
sion of wl&h is regarded as a proof of ill breed- 
ing.' Ladies sitting at the windows of their quintas 
m the country are invariably, saluted by every one 
who happens to pass. The peasants always ac- 
ecmipany this civility by the benediction ^'Guarde 
Deos a vossa merce." *' God preserve you, or 
have you in his holy keeping.** 

This last phrase is also the termination of all 
official letters, the last word varying according to 
the rank of the person who is addressed ; and the 
addition of *' muitos annos'* (many years) is very 
fir^uently made. The superscriptions of letters 
are also vety much in .this style; for Instance, a 
sdn writing to hi& father, who may be a magistrate 
in a country town, would direct his letter thus : 

AO 

... lUustrissimo Senhor Manoel Maiia Fulano de tstl 
muito meo Senbor e Pai 
dignissimo Juiz de Fora da villa de Borba 
a quern D*- Gde muitos annos 
deste seu obed^ filho ^ Bohba 

subd*®' e venerador 
Jose Maria das Bolas. 
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There is a set style for the bfeghining of a letter 
which is seldom or ever departed botaa^ excepting 
it be in an official one. It runs thus 

• ... 

Hi""* Stti* Manoel de Souza 
meo am®- e sen'- 

Estimarei q' esta iu^ara a V.S*' desfirutanda huft 
perfi^ta saude em cotnpanhia da lU"^ SF^ D. Fofia 
muito m** S**- a cujas platitas obede^o. t&c^ 

He literal transllkti(m of which is as follows 

Most ni* Senr. M|. de B. 
my friend and Sen^. 

I hope that this may find your Seidioria in liie 
enjoyment of perfect health in the company ci the 
most 111*. S". Donna Fiifia, very much my S~., td 
whose j^^^ • I protest obedience. &c* 

In speaking of a deceased father^ a Portuguete 
will always move his hat and add in a parenthesis 
■^ Que Deos hsga*' vp'hom God keep. In speakii^ 
of the king, ^ -similar mark of respect is shewn 
thus '* **** Sua Magestade (a quern Dees 
guarde)** *'**** His majesty (whom God pre- 
servey and the head is at the same time uncovered^ 
If a Portuguese is under punishment, or m any 
way so circumstanced as to be compelled to make 
an earnest supplication, he always says, '* Seja 

* (Plantas, pedestals.) 
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pelas alinds de seu pai e de sua mai^ seja pelas 
i&sHto ^lagas de Christo, Senhor nosso'* '^ Be it for 
the Seoul's siake of yoiur &ther €Uid matiieT, be it toi 
tike fire wounds of Christ our Lord.** 

ViThi^n the Portuguese meet in the street a per- 
8<m ctf t&ldir adquiBdntanee whom they have not 
96m for» som^ time^ they invariably throw thdr 
tiimm roiuid Imn imd lift him off the ground^ de« 
clariilg fiow rej«oed &ey ar6 to see him, andpro- 
lesting that he has grown fat^ although he be as 
kan as a lizard* 

« i^OTtuguese females of all ranks have a dedded 
partiality for lapdogiSy monkeys, and parrots ; of 
the latter of which great numbers are brought 
from the coasts of Africa and America by their 
traders, and their education is usually begun by 
the sailors during the passage. Some teach them 
improper language ; but the most common words, 
and those which are heard repeated by every par- 
rot, are '* Papagaio real, para Portugal, quem 
passa? he el rei q' vai a caja*' followed by a 
screech: the signification, if it has any, being 
'* Royal parrot, for Portugal, who passes ? 'tis the 
king who's going a hunting." In this nonsense 
there assuredly appears nothing either droll or 
witty. 

The Portuguese are not very delicate in their 
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mode of describing any indisposition with: which 
thiey may have been troubled. I recollect h^rin^, 
9^ ifat gentleman, in a room full of the. best com- 
pany^ excuse himself to the mistress of the hquse fot: 
jfiot haying been able to comte sooner to. pay .his 
jrespects,. as he h94 beien -fprr.many wed(s muc^ 
troubled with hemphrroidd. ^ I thought I shprid. 
have dropped off my^ chau- with inclination to 
laugh; but perceiving t|iat no such effect was visin 

4* 

ble on the rest of thet company, I composed mysetf 
to hear the lady's answer which was to enquire. 
^' whether they were internal or external" — and 
ibis with ^ naivetj^ which w^ quite amu$ingt. 
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PORTUGUESE AMUSEMENTS, 



In the evemng sodeties of the fidalgos^ the chi^ 
diKHisement is gamblings which they carry to the 
higfaest pitch. Their games are principally Rondo 
and Loto^ both of which are so well known that I 
dbail merely say g( them that they are played to 
excess amcmgst the fidalgos and those rich citi^ 
a^ns^ whose purse is their passport into circles 
wh^e they are otherwise despised as com- 
]tioa^& In the soire^ of the genteel classes, 
music and dancing are the usual amusements. 
'The former is chiefly vocal^ accompanied by the 
guitar^ or else the piano, the harp not being 
much in use« 

The airs sung are Italian or Portuguese ; but 
they would do best to confine themselves to th^ 
modinhas, whidii are really beautiful and national. 
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rather than attempt to sing in a language which, 
with their pronunciation, becomes the most dis- 
gusting of all sounds* Nothing can be more of- 
fensive to the ear than the Portuguese pronuncia- 
tion of any other tongue than their own. Even 
the Spanish, which in point of fact has- so great a 
resemblance with theirs, when spoken by them 
loses all its m^esty. There are Spa(nish words 
which no Portuguese could ever articulate rightly : 
the word' ^^muchacha," a girl, for instance, they 
eannot pronounce otherwise than mushaslia:— 
a^ddWiitight treason towards a languag^^ whidi 
Charles V. used to say was fit to be€(poken to^ the 

gods. ' ' . . ■ ' :/ . . >*«.♦ 

The music which the Portuguese play, dii that 
wire strung guitar, consirts principally of vvaltise#, 
iandums, and the accompaniments of their modin- 
has. The waltzes are chiefly of their own compo- 
sition, and are generally very pretty, and strongly 
tinged with the national languishing expression. 
The Iandums are more particularly Portuguese 
than any other music. Their guitar seems made 
for this sort of music. To be well played it b 
necessary that there should be two instruments, 
one of which plays merely the motivo or themi^ 
which is a beautiful and jsimple species of arpeggio. 
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lybilst the Other improyisoes the most delightful 
airs upon it. In these, full scope is given to the 
most musical and richest imagmation possible, 
and th^ are occasionally accompanied by the 
Toice ; in which case it is usual for the words also 
to be improvisoed. ^ - 

TIus kind of music is always of an amoroust 
melancholy niature ; to such' a degree indeed, that 
Irhave seen it draw tears' on many occasions from 
those hearers, whose hearts were at all tender, or 
who found in the words of the musician something 
analogous with thdr own situation. It is custom 
mary that, in an improvisoed modinha, strictly 
spea^g, the words as well as the miisic should 
b^gin with a motivo, to which all the rest shall 
have reference. To give a better idea of my 
meaning, I have given < a modinha of the famous 
Vidigal on. the opposite page. 

.There was a time when this man dould have 
made a considerable fortune, so great was his 
tal^it, |ind so much was he sought after by the 
best company; but unfortunately, although an 
excellent natural bard, his talents were - con- 
fined to music exclusively, and, as if to balance 
hisi extraordinary share of this gift, he was U>^ 
tally destitute of that most necessary of all 
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quafities^ common sense. To whatever company 
he mifirht be asked. professionaDy. if the most 
profild dlenoe did L prevail in to room, it 
any one even breathed too loudly^ his harmony 
would become discord; and rising in a violent 
passion, he would quit the company, after calling 
them all brutes. 

On one occasion, a lady who wa& troubled with 
a severe cough, and who to enjoy the pleasure of 
fistenibg to his improvisoes, had been suppressing 
it even to her great pain, at length burst foirtib, 
when Sen'. Vidigal, although he must have been 
aware of the cause, rose in a passion, a;ad beating 
the guitar to atoms on the back of his chair, left 
the room, muttering maledictiona on her interrupt 
tion. Such singular behaviour naturally led to 
his exclusion from good company; and he was 
at length obliged to live by getting up concerts 
occasionally, which were usually very well at- 
tended. 

The Portuguese piano music is diiefly that of 
Bontempo, the Mozart of Portugal. Although 
many opinions are entertained as to his coinposi* 
tions, his powers of execution are indiqmtably 
very great. Marcos Antonio Portugallo has 
ocmiposed some very fine pieces, amongst whii^ii 
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lub- ainfoiuaa of II ritomo di Xence^ «nd II 
morte de Mitliridate stand very highj skA, whaa 
well played by a good orchestra, have a very fitfe 
effect. 

In many societies, particularly in the provin^^Sji 
tiie: English country dances are still in use; al- 
though as in our own country, they are gradually 
discarded to make room for the more elegiMlt bjiA 
less £Ed%uing quadrille. Minuets apre s[ti]I much 
m use, particularly with antiquated h^Ues ^nd 
bedtix, who are always anxious to shew how mUch 
mote gracefid were the solemn paces of their tilde, 
ihmi the livelier motions of our days. The gavotte 
generally foUows the minuet. In the frontier 
towns most of the young people learn of their Sp»r 
nish neighbours the bolero, but they hf^ve a9 
downright an iucompatibiHty for performing it 
propeirl;^, as they have for speaking Spanish. The 
IVurtiiguese in fkct, to appear to advantage, must 
confine themselves to their own language, music, 
dances^ asod pecuUar manners. 

ISxQi game of forifeita la very common in societies 
ofyoimg persons (the parents being present) and 
dib 18 usually preceded by solutions of enigmaa 
Sso^ Chie of these I thought so naif that I cannot 
help recording it. It was this, ^' Branco he, ga- 
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linha o poem**— «mglice *' White it is, Ite heii 
lays it>^ and this puzzled exceedingly a yoong^^gen* 
tieinan (of no great vivacity to be sure) to whom 
it was proposed and who solved it at last by ** a 
pan: of white 'j^aiitaloohs.'* 

The time of year when amusements are most 
fipequent is that of the Intrudo or Carmval, which 
lasts for about a fortnight before the commence^ 
ment of Lent. In the higher classes of jsbeiety 
there is, oh these occasions^ much gaiety, ^ancing^ 
and playing at roundgames ; but with the exc^ptba 
of a few masks who chance to appear in the course 
of the soiree, nothing particular distinguishes it as 
a season of camivaL These masks are more cal* 
culated to create gloom than to excite gaiety^ ; for 
they stalk awkwardly into the toosax without even 
en attempt, however v^r etched, to :suppiart the 
character which they have assumed ; and/ if any 
children be present they are sure to get pulled to 
pieces; for children it must be observed, instead 
of being sent early and wholesomely to bed as in 
England, are on the contrary initiated into . com- 
pany, at the most tender age, are tau^t to punt 
at bank, to play at rondo, to enter into every con^ 
versation, and to do in every respect as full-grown 
people. The consequence ii that both girls and 
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tk>ys have the most wizen and worn out, pale> 
meagre> vigil-like aspects imaginable. 

In the middling classes, the frolics of the canii^ 
Val consist in throwing hair powder and water in 
^ach others' &ces, and over their clothes; and 
j^Ititig the passengers in the streets, with oranges, 
lenioni^,^ eggs, and many other missiles, besides 
throwing buckets of water on them. Ladies arte 
ftot unfrequently seen hiding behind a balcony or 
window shutter with a huge syringe in their 
hands, watching the approach of a gentleman, 
who may be coming along the street, in order to 
sqmrt its contents into his eyes. Many, instead 
ofttsmg the latter projectile, provide themselves 
with small bottles made of India rubber, having an 
ivory pipe at the end, which, when the bottle is 
i^tteezed, projects the water contained in it, to a 
g^6'at distance. 

Amongst the rabble there is no low beastly 
contrivance left untried in order to vex and plague 
each other ; and this is what they consider as ad- 
mirable sport. A blackguard boy will be seen 
with a long hollow cane in his hand, filled with 
hair powder, walking behind some poor peasant 
woman with a basket of fruit on her head, then 
tapping her on the shoulder with one end of the 
cane to make her look round, and applying his 

Q 
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inputh to the other> he blows its cpntents intaher' 
face and eyes, giving her a mo/st sepulchral looik 
which excites the marriment of every one but 
herself^ Other fellows have a st\i£^ glcnr^ 
smjBaFed over with grease and dmnney blacky irf» 
the end of a long sticky with which they tickle the 
ears of passengers who^ if they happen tQ look 
round, receive from it a slap, in the face. 

A circumstance which happens to almost every 
person who dares to walk the streets on the three 
last days of the intrudo, is having a long cut paper 
tail hooked on to his dress behind, which 13 no 
sooner done than a cry of ^^ rabo leve**— " he has 
a toil" is set up on all sides and will foUow. him 
every where, until he becomes aware of the cause 
of it. 

Another conunon trick is to cut out of a piece 
of old hat the figure of an ass with very long ears^ 
which being rubbed over with whiting and slap- 
ped upon a man's back, leaves a good and dis- 
tinct asinine impression, and never fails to excite a 
hearty laugh at the expense of the bearer. 

At S. Ubes, properly called Setubal, the quan- 
tity of oranges scattered about the streets on these 
occasions by being thrown at people, would suffice 
at least, I am convinced, to load five or six vessels 
of two hundred tons burthen. None but eye- 
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witnesses of tbe &ct can form an idisat)! ite waster 
of Ais delicious friiit in the brutal mtuiii^ 9b6ye^ 
nentioned. In eil Ike^ towns of th6^ Alemtcgd tte 
Ame costom ki observed ; and th^ whole of Portur 
^iixamy safely say/ presents durmg tibose tfared 
doyfc a scene revolting and dkgusting to any dVi«- 
liiedbemg. 

* On Ash Wfednesdaj^ a sudden transition tdtea 
l^aoe from excessive Iieence> to fanaticism as ex* 
eetnve ahd sombre. Pec^le with Uack dresses 
nil penitent downcast looks, are seen prowlfa^ 
iIknkC from one church to another amidst the frag- 
isents of the eve's debauch^ with heaps of which 
the streefe are covered, thus exhibiting a scene of 
««lgled folly and bigotry. But before I digrm 
from the subject of Portuguese amusements, I 
Host spedc of one which formerly stood very pro. 
wment, and which, although in a measure disused 
during the war, has been of late revived since thei 
return of his majesty from Rio de Janeiro :— I 
mean the Toiros or btdl fights. These generally^ 
took place at the celebration of the feast of some 
awnt in the vicinity of Lisbon. Nossa Senhora 
db Bcurrdro, on the side of the Tagus immediately. 
Of^iosite the dty, is always honored with a spec- 
tode of t^ nature on the day of her anniversary. 
' Two or three days beforehand, a number of 

Q 2 
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persons cross the Tagus to get the best accoininb^* 
dations which the village can afford^ and to surve j 
the building of the circus and other preparatory 
arrangements. The bull fights at this place used, 
formerly to be Very well attended, as the royat 
princes almost always honored them with their 
presence; and some have even been known ta 
enter the lists against the bulls* Much dexterity 
and a isir proportion of courage were necessary^ 
qualifications for a bull-fighter of the olden time ; 
but now a days the chief merit seems to consisfe 
u. ton».nti„g the poor «rimal. and giving him «r 
little chance to possible of being able to retaliatCi. 
Their manner of plaguing him consists in throw- 
ing darts at him ; and these being stuck m his 
flesh and provided with a store of squibs and 
crackers, ignited by means of a fusee which is set 
fire to previous to throwing the dart, the poor 
beast is so tortured that he is incapable of follow- 
ing up his enemies methodically, so that they are 
more easily enabled to avoid him, 

A bull fight took place at the feast of N. S, de 
Barreiro in 1792, the denouement of which made 
it a subject of conversation for some time. A 
negro having, for the first tune in his life, witnessed 
one a few days before, undertook to tire out the 
inost ferocious bull previous to killing him: the 
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tiian moreoyer engaging during the whole cmnbat 
that his sole weapon should be a poignard^ to be 
used only at the conclusion of the fight. The 
proposal was universally derided; and the chal- 
lenger was only allowed to try his skilly from the 
j^Ieiusure which the spectators promised themselves 
at the s^ht of a negro mauled to death in single 
combat with an enfuriated bull. 

On the day appointed, the black man entered 
the ar6na> and bowed to the spectators, who re- 
turned his salute with hisses and execrations. The 
bull was then turned in, and the negro attracted 
his attention by clapping his hands and beUowing 
in imitation pf him. Nothing farther was neces- 
sary to put the animal into a fury, and occasion 
him to make several charges at the negro, which 
were dextrously avoided, and therefore only served 
to augment his rage. After thus amusing the 
spectators for a short time, the black prepared 
for more serious business, and receiving the bull's 
charge full on his chest, twisting his arms at the 
same time round the horns, he turned head over 
heels, and in the twinkling of an eye was seated 
on the back of the animal, who gallopped and 
pUinged in the most desperate manner. The pub- 
lic feeling, which at first had been so much against 
the n^o, now changed suddenly in his favor ; 
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toad ones of '' viva o negjccf^ tejit the air 4>it all 
flddes. 

' The. bull at length becoming tbed as the negM 
had promised^ many voices were heard to ery 
^ basta/ at which he drew his ppignard^ a&d tA 
one blow felled his mitagonist to the gronnd imd 
leaped off his back. Then did the I\>rtiigiie0e 
nobility^ with the generosity and provision whieh 
distinguished tbem ui that time, shc^wer money 
dcmn into ihe arena to recompense tiie valour ef 
tiie negro^ few being observed to throw in less tiiuui 
a single gold piece^ and many whole handfulls# 

The negro remained looking at the bidl^ and 
appeared unconscious of what was passong around 
him. He had one hand resting on one of {lie 
horns of his fallen antagonist^ when tibe latt^> 
whom every one had tihought dead^ made a sudden 
and last springs which^ as it announced his own 
end^ caused also that of the gallant negro, whose 
very heart was pierced ilirough by the horn whidi 
he had just heeriL contemplating as harmless and 
deprived of its power of doing mischief. 

A Cornish tailin: who haj^pened to be present, 
fired with the glory gained by the negro>. and 
Starless of his melancholy end^ offered to Iroafc tbe 
natives on the next day with a spectack of a na- 
ture entirely novel He proposed vanquisd^g the 
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bull in a maimer until then unheard of, and was 
therefore indulged in his wish to exhibit. He 
entered the arena provided with a couple of plais-^ 
tMiS of ftome glutinous stuff, of about a foot m 
^Sanieter> and being informed that the bull was 
i^tnlttxi appear, he laid himself down on his back 
imiiiediately opposite the entrance, drawing has 
kneeB lipto his chin ; he placed the plaisters one 
an ^aeh foot, ivith the glutinous side outwards. 

In this atttiude he proposed awaiting the ap^ 
proach of the enemy, concluding that the latter 
would of course make directly at him, and that 
he wettld then 'be enabled to execute his project 
0f applying the two plaisters with his feet to the 
biA's eyes, who, deprived of their use, would iaO 
an easy victim to snippish ingenuity. It wotdd 
be impossiUe to describe the roaring, laughing^ 
and the cracking of jokes, which shook tiie whole 
building while this, son of the scissors was " en 
garde^ awaiting his anti^nist, who at last made 
Ks appearance, and seeing so unusual a cdght aa 
ihal winch was presented to him, seemed unde- 
dded for some moments what line of conduct to 
ptursne; At last walldng deliberately up to the 
taflor, he absolutely iseemed to have guessed his 
Irade, and some assert that he laughed as hearty 
Asany of the spectators; but at length annoyed at 
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the audacity of the hero (who by the bye knew 
not now which way to turn^ as the bull did not 
stand in front of him) he tumbled him oyer with 
his snouts and kept turning him over and over^ 
till,, being near the spikes of the arena^ he pitched 
him in amongst the spectators. A failure such 
as this would have entmled great inconveni^ice 
upon the individual^ had it not been produc-, 
tive of so mudi amusement ; and snip got well 
off with a few; black bumps about his body and 
the loss of his plaisters. 

Burric£^los^ or donkey rides, are favorite diver- 
sions with all classes of Portuguese at Lisbon, al- 
though I never could find out that they were pro-j 
ductive of any real amusement. A party being 
made up, it is agreed that the ride shall either be 
on this or on that side of the river. In either 
case some provide a part of the eatables, whilst 
others undertake to defray the expences of salladj^ 
bread, and wine, the latter articles being always 
more conveniently procured at the places proposed 
to be visited, than transported to them in so warm 
a climate. Orders are then sent to the burro- 
man to prepare a number of these beasts, and ta 
have them . ready at such a house at a certain 
l^our, those intended for ladies, to be provided 
with a cadeirinha (chair) strapped on over the 
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albarde or pack-saddle. The latter are usually 
covered with either scarlet or green cloth, and, if 
sat upon sideways, arie a very comfortable seat, 
but astride they are far from being so, owing to 
their great breadth across, and the consequent 
distention of the rider's legs. Every burro pro- 
prietor has some little ragged boys, whom he em- 
ploys to accompany and never lose sight of his 

The gentlemen of these parties generally en- 
deavour to create a laugh at each other's expence 
in order to amuse the ladies; this they do by 
tickling the donkeys under the taO, and makmg 
them plunge and throw their riders. When par- 
ties of burrinhos are made up for this side of the 
river, they seldom go beyond Lumiar or Loures. 
The former is the usual haimt, as the beautiful 
gardens (quinta) of the marquis of Angeja are 
situated there, and permission is freely granted by 
that nobleman to the public to amuse themselves 
on his grounds. This it must be confessed to his 
credit, is carried to an extent somewhat different 
from the selfish argus-like vigilance which even 
scares away the looks, as much as the footstkeps, 
of indiscreet intruders on private grounds in our 
land of liberty. 
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.When any one in Portugal is so ill that his life is 
considered in danger^ notice is sent to the curate 
of the parish^ who repairs immediately to the sick 
person with the holy sacrament which the Portu- 
guese call Nosso Pai (our Father) owing to their 
conviction of the real presence of God in the conr 
secrated wafer. Notice being likewise given to 
the sexton or sacristan^ he rings one of the church 
bells in a particular manner^ which being heard 
all over the parish, those of the brotherhood who 
can possibly quit their occupations, repair forth- 
with to the vestry room to meet the curate. 

Here the latter puts on his robes of white da- 
mask, embroidered with gold, or else ornamented 
with gold lace and fringe, and takes in his hand 
the holy chalice containing a consecrated wafer ; 
Over which is thrown a silk napkin having on it a 
cross of gold and bound round with gold fringe. 
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The men of the brotherhood put on their red 
cloaks ; and each provides himself with that which 
it falls to his lot to carry. 

A belhnan marches m front, ringmg occasionaUy 
to announce the approach of the sacrament. At 
the head of the procession is a silver-cross bearer, 
supported on either side by lanthorn bearers ; be- 
hind these comes the cushion and book bearer ; 
then some of the brotherhood, carrying long wax 
tapers, and sometimes lanthomSi- when the vnxA 
is high ; next is the priest's assistant in a bkdc 
gown and wlute lace, and a sleeveless spenoer^ 
carrying the censer, which he continue swmging 
backwards and forwards to prevent the coals from 
going out ; and last of all comes the priest 'hii&^ 
sielf, sheltered under a canopy of white damadc 
and gold fringe, which is borne at the end of poks 
by six or eight of the Irmandade in red cloaks.^ 

As it is a mark of devotion to accompany Nossa 
Pai in these visitations, numbers of persons follow 
the procession, vociferating Aves Marias to a veiy 
agreeable tune. At the appearance of the sacra- 
ment, all carriages and horses stop ; their riders 
dismount and kneel as the procession passes them; 
and excepting the noise made by the hymsh 
chaunting followers, a dead silence reigns through* 
out the street. The inhabitants of ground floors 
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come out of their doprs^ and kneel in the street ; 
whilst the iiunat^. of the upper stories prostrate 
themselves in the windows and balconies. When 
the sacrament goes out at night» all the inhabit- 
ants who happen to haye a light in the house illur 
minate their wmdows as a mark of devotion. 

When the procession arrives at the sick person's 
dooTf the canopy and lanthoms are rested agqii^ 
the wjaQ^ and every one goes into the roon^^ not 
csQcepting even the rabble who^ more out of curio- 
sity, tibdn devotion, have fidllowed the host. For 
mok is their incontestible right ; and thus are the 
auflferings of the dying exposed to the gaae of an 
unoompassionating mob. It is true that the Por- 
laiguese see this in a very different point of view 
&om that which we take, when we attach ideas of 
decency to dying peaceably and quietly, They 
deduce, very advantageous consequences from a 
numerous collection of persons round the sick 
hed ; as they conclude that, however scanty the 
{Hrayers of each may be, every little aids ; and no 
one is therefore excluded. 

The holy wafer being administered and in cases 
beyond recovery the santos olios (holy oils) being 
applied, the patient has then a right to finish his 
career without farther molestation. During the 
whole of the time that the host is out on theso 
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errands^ ihe bells of the church from which it is-* 
8ued continue ringing until its return. 

Portuguese funerals are differently conducted 
according to the wealth of the family of the de^ 
ceased^ or to the sum which they may be disposed 
to disburse for the interment. As soon as the 
breath is out of the body, if it be that of a military 
man. he is inTariably dressed in full uniform, with 
«,ord, «*, «>d ^ery trapptog complete, if . 
civilian, he is dressed in the habit and cowl of 
^ome order of monks, with a disciplme round the 
waist, and (sometimes) a rosary in his clasped 
hands, or else a little cross. If a lady, she is ii€>t 
uhfrequently dressed in a nun's habit, or else in a 
white habit like a shroud^ every where adorned 
with artificial flowers, tinsel, ribbands, gauze, and 
spangles. 

The body thus equipped is laid out in state in 
a room hung round with black cloth, covered with 
representations of sculls, thigh bones, and tears. 
At the head and feet are placed church candle- 
sticks with wax candles in them ; and near the 
body is a little silver or pewter bowl containing 
holy water, which visitors sprinkle with the sign 
of the cross on the body by means of a little brush 
which is lying in the bowl for the purpose. After 
shewing this mark of respect, the visitors proceed 
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to the room where *the &mily^ seated in tearful 
.borrow, receive their visit of condolence; : All thSa 
time the raSble of the ndghbourhood are going 
up and down the stairs to see the body^ it heang 
{COB/bpmttry not to prevent their doing so. 
. At the hour of the night appointed for the fu- 
neral^ the community of monks^ bespoken for the 
^oocaoon, are heard as they come along the street 
chaunting moumAiUy. Each monk bears a lighted 
^taper. ; and nothing can be more dismal and melan- 
choly than the sensations which their appearance 
testes. They continue to mutter their cantuxad 
Xfuneral dirge) as they ascend the staircase ; and 
.the sound of their feet and voice announces to the 
idiicted relatives of the deceased that his remains 
are about to quit them for ever. An overwhelnv- 
ing gush of sorrow ensues, in which the assistants 
are often more inclined to join than to offer conso- 
lations tiiat would be even unpertinent at such a 
moment. The body is then placed in a gay co- 
loured co£G[n, ornamented with angels' heads and 
other devices, together with innumerable white or 
yellow headed nails. 

The Portuguese coffin is not of the same shi^ 
as ours, nor adapted to the humaii form by being 
made^smaller at the head and feet than at the 
shoulders : it is of equal breadth in all its length, 
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and is provided with a lock and key, besides being 
lined on the inside with some gay coloured silk. 
It is left open on its way from ■ the house to the 
church, so that people from their windows have & 
full view of it by the help of the torches : the 
monks recite some Latin prayers all the way. ^ 

Before the arrival of the body m the church, 
there has been previously prepared in the middle 
of the aisle a sort of stand covered over with a 
costly pall, on which the coffin is placed with huge 
candlesticks arranged symmetrically around it. 
The monks place themselves in two lines- one oa 
each side of the coffin ; and the officiating priest 
in his most costly garments (if paid proportioD- 
ably) is stationed at the feet or head of the body, 
according as the different parts of the service may 
require, with one or two censer bearers. In one 
part of the service he takes holy water, which- ifi 
handed to him in a little silver machine with holes 
in it, and sprinkles it crucially as he walks rocnd 
the body, bending the knee whenever he passes 
front of any altar. He also takes the incense 
goes through the ceremony of purifying the 
with it on all sides ; after which he prays, and 
monks chaunt the responses. 

Nothing can be more impressive than the 
Profundis, chaunted by a numerous commumty 
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monks : thdlr fiilliand ifeq> tcnied voices imingHng 
unth tih^ prolonged and swelling notes of the brgan^ 
andihe vhicde solemn cadence pealing along tfa^ 
vaulted roof and long drawn aisle* The cmxssA^ 
trated blasie of fight falling on the peco&ir figures 
of the n^dksi and the mournful pcnnp of ihe ias^* 
semblage^ theplace, tl^ occasion^ the ceremony^ 
all <oni^ire to overpower the mind witib awe 
•tndcen and saddened feelings. The service being 
ended^ die priests 4md monks disperse and disr 
appear ; none then remam but the friends of the 
deceased^ who have been invited to the interment^ 
and who during the service have each held a lighted 
War torch. These mourners generally remmn to 
witness the " earthing up'* of the grave; after 
having given their torches to the sacristan who 
extinguishes them. 

/ AJaxge flag-stone under which hundreds have 
been buried is lifted upland some preceding te^ 
-r»nt is dislodged to make room for a fresh one; 
l%e old bones are removed to the bone-housa 
The cofBn is laid along side of the grave; the 
i96xton fills it with quick lime ; and then shutting 
it^'hegifes the key tb the nearest relation present, 
or to such of the friends of the family as may have 
been named to receive iti - 
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Such is the mode c^ interment of {persons* lof 
gentUity not noblQ 2 — ^ihe only difference, m ihe 
inne^ab of very rich or noble persons, conffists m 
•tiie body ^ being conveyed in a carriage ta ibi^^ 
churdi, and being escorted by mamy toadkes^ he^ 
mdea having n greater train of mopkii torchasiinl 
the De Profimdis; The burial of the pow is, ag 
may be imagined, attended with none of the above 
pomp : they are thrown without coffin into M 
grave, when a basket lull of limis Is i^&t (>ver 
them ; and then to accelerate their decan^poditioii 
<or consumption^ the sexton—such is the revfitting 
custom — ^inaulei^ them with a pick axe, , 

In Lisbon> owing to the heat of the weatheor^it 
is fou9d necessary to inter the dead on .the evien*- 
ii% of thie day en which they die. This custom 
has been attended with some fearM consequences^ 
as. persons who. have only been apparently -dead^ 
have often been buried alive. I recollect the dfr 
cumstance>of an infant being buried in the ceme^ 
try of N. S. da Lapa^ who on being struck on the 
4i^d with a pick^axe emitted a dreadi^l cry; it 
was however too late, this blow having tennioated 
its sufferings. A few churches have, ^ter> the 
manner of N. S. da Lapa's, a covered cemetry ad- 
joining the church, thus obviating the necessity of 
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ebntinually adding to the putrid miasma, wiUt 
which the churches are generally filled. The 
greatest number of them however have no such 
convemence ; and the general feehng amongst the 
Portuguese is against it. They prefer the idea of 
being buried in the body of the church ; and to 
atttun this object for their own remains, are will- 
ing to endure a pestilential odour all their lives. 

The invitations to the funeral are of course sent 
round as expeditiously as possible, immediately 
on the person's death : they are usually of the fol- 
lowing tenor. 




"DouPartca V.~q'foiDeosservidoIevarda 
" vida presente O 111°". Sen'. Fulano de ta! meo ma- 
" rido 6 Sen', q' devendo ser sepultado hojc 18 do 
"CorrentepelasShorasdanoite; rogoa VS'queira 
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^4S BODIES OF THE fOOlBL EXPOSED TO COLLECT ALMS. 

^HotirM de sua preseni^a ^stefi Obsequies^ na Tie* 
^ gliezia do» M artyres au Loretto » - ' 

^* At^ail*^. Sen'. Joaquim Jose • 

.< > , * ■ . r . ■■,•:'-. 

< /' lfl)€g leavj^to ififonn ycAir Senhoria; tibei Qpd 
jfeis been pleased to take from the present life (my 
hwband^ father^ or brother) whose remains witf 

** be interred In the cbuit^ of parifih <rf— — 

" at o'clock at nights I therefore requ^t that 

yxHi will honor these obsequies with your prei^ 
sence. God preserve your Senhoria.'*'— Date, &a 
When an individual dies of sheer poverty, and 
leaves nothing convertible into sufficient money to 
satisfy the cupidity of his priest, he remains un- 
buried until the neighbours, being- fairly stunk out, 
make a collection amongst themselves to have him 
taken away. Many are seen laid out just in the 
state in which they died, with an earthen bowl 
upcm their bodies, to receive the alms of the peo- 
ple who may chance to pass the way. The same 
is observed towards those, who being drowned, 
happen to float on shore : they are dragged to 
the nearest church door, close to which there is 
generally a large stone slab of six feet by three, 
having at its head a cross also of stone inlaid in 
the wall. On this slab the bodies remdn, uAtil 
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tllB mon^ thrown mto the cup 4^ suffidint to 
pajrr the priest ' 

A^ the door bf eve^ church or chapdl, and hi 
iBfltty^ other places about each parish^ ate fixed 
almsMnbxpft ; audit is usually understood thatihe 
moiti^ cottebted in them sh^ not only be itpplied 
£e« the sajrii^ !of indss^ for the souls of the d6^ 
oeasedi but also for relirf in cases of real and ex* 
tfeme disttesisL It is, however^ I very, much frar, 
hkei all other monks which happen to fidl into! the 
datdies. of \he Roimsh prieste, appUed to. their 
o#ta {»nyate ends. 

I: recollect a poor fellow who was a Serjeant of 
infant]^ during «the campaigns^ but who bdng 
ovser anxious to get his discharge from the service, 
and thinking to do better as b Sviliaiu at length 
pbiained'it ; and then^ like many oth^^ was soon 
fktf'a loss 'for employment^ and plunged into the 
deepest distress; He had moreover a wife, sister, 
lind mother, to support. Under these trying cir- 
oumstances, one of his old officers made shift to 
find him mployment as his amanuensis ; but the 
army h&ng much in arrearis, and the Serjeant be- 
ing pe(rsuaded that his officer was but ill able to 
xMitinue such asi^istance, he absented himself under 
exme ^"pr^efxt for several days. 

Hie officer sent at last his servant to enquire 
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after him, wh^n he was found lying in the middle 
of a room totally destitute of furniture, and nearly 
exhausted from sheer want, and his wife, mother, 
and sister, in situations very similar, weeping over 
him. Assistance was immediately given ; but the 
servant, thinking very properly that the curate of 
the parish might and ought to contribute in some 
degree to relieve these persons, addressed him on 
the subject. The Levite answered that it was no 
business of his. Notwithstanding every effort to ' 
recover the Serjeant, he died of inanition. A se- 
cond application was sent to the curate for the 
purpose of getting him buried. This the priest 
refiised to do, until he received the money before- 
hand from the above mentioned officer, as pay- 
ment for his tronhle. 

Among the poorer orders of the people, nothing 
is so much dreaded as tlie circumstance of being 
buried by the misericordia. This happens when 
the family are only able to muster up sufficient 
money to pay the priest, who, instead of accom- 
panying the body, goes directly to the cemetry 
and awmts its arrival ; and then contents himself 
with mumbling a few words over it as it is throwia 
in, without a coffin, and often in the same dress 
in wliich it died. As the misericordia men pass 
through the streets with the bier ou their shoul- 
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ders, covered over with a piece of coarse Made 
clothj the lower orders of the people hoot and cry 
after it ^^ miao, miao gatos pingados,** the mean- 
ing of which it would be difficult to render in Eng* 
Iiflh ; it will however suffice to know that the imi- 
tation oi the voice of a cat implies contempt ol the 
mode of burial ; although in nine cases out of ten 
it is precisely that which awaits the criers them- 
selves. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE PORTUGUESE ARMY, &c. 



When a Portuguese soldier b to suffer death by 
tibe sentence of a court-martialj he is^ unmediately 
after the confirmation of that sentence^ conducted 
to the nearest oratorio pr.diapel, for the purpose 
of .there passing three days in the company of a 
finar, whose duty it is to shrive him of his sins, 
and '^ smooth his path from earth to heaven." He 
is however permitted during this period to glut 
himself, if such be his taste, with the choicest 
viands ; and with these the captain of his com- 
pany is in duty bound to supply him. 

A custom so much in contradiction with the 
object proposed by seclusion in a place intended 
for meditation, must have originated in the glut- 
tony of the priest ; and it is usually at his sug- 
gestion that the unhappy culprit makes requigi* 
tions in which his own appetite has no share. The 
truth of this is evident from the emaciated state in 
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which the prisoners are invariably found whel 
brought out for execution, and from the central 
there offered between their attenuated forms, 
the bloated rotundity of their fanatical and ignm 
rant consolers. 

At the expiration of tlie time thus allotted i 
the criminal for religious preparation, the trcx 
(if in a fortified town) are usually paraded in tbi 
ditch; and at the hour appointed by the governoi 
the brotherhood of the misericordia, aceomponiei 
by a certain number of friars, proceed to the pil 
son door to receive the culprit. The procesra 
then moves forward to the ditch in the ftJlow 
order. A detachment of the troops on duty; 1 
banner of mercy with its usual supporters ; 
crowd of friars, canons or quartanarios da i 
the bier used for the interment of the poor ; i 
then a large crucifix turned backwards and COiJ 
sequently facing the sufferer (padejente) who fbl- I 
lows it closely, gazing upon it and imploring itB 
mercy, holding also a small crucifix in his jtMBcd 
hands, and supported by his ghostly comforter or 
perhaps by two priests. The rear is closed by 
another detachment of troops, who are followed 
by all the rabble chaunting an inharm(»tieuA 
" miserere." 

Tlie accompanying plate, which was sketched ^ 
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on llie ^und^ rqnresentg the execation of a d6- 
06fiM from 1^ artilkfy/ in tbe ditch of Ehriis^) 
and the disposition of the different grbiqpB bei^g 
bopifd with the greats attrition 40 truih/ ^^ 
reader will thus see snfBciently whai' happens 
afiba: the arrival of the procession in the ditch; 
Tbd ordinary on this occasion was^ a decent look* 
ii^ young man (a rare ooeurrence) who perforiaaed 
\m part m a manner lighly creditable to his feek 
ings and cakulated to spare the sufferer many 
moments of suilpeni^e^. For he rery adroitly gay4 
the signal^ evidently before it was expected, and 
4&US abbreviated the poor fellow's agor^*^ 

; The troops/ which arcr seen drawn tip parallel 
with the works, are the militia of Alcaj^ d4 6iEil; 
"v^ho were doing garrisTon dluty at Elvas ; and th« 
firing^ party was likewise furnished by i^ ^md 
ocMPps« TTiey were a very fine body of mto, par- 
ticularly their first grenadier company, and of an 
appearance highly mifitary, titotwithstai^ng th^ 
circumstance of thar being incompletely clothed 
at that time, as may be seen by the squad ordered 
fiiMP the firing duty, every man of whom wai 
slceftched as correctly as possible durinfg the exhor* 
tations &c. of the priest. 

• When the execution was over, the priestly part 
of the procession marched ofi^ chauntmg the D6 
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Profundis ; whilst the body was allowed to lie in 
the posture in which it fell until the whole of tte 
trcraps had marched past it in open order and in 
slow time, to enable every man to have a good 
view of the consequences of desertion, the band 
playing a solemn and pathetic ^r. But as soon 
as the troops had filed through the postern, they 
took the route to their different casemates to the 
air of some popular and lively quick-step. The 
corpse was put into the bier, and then transported 
by the brotherhood of mercy to the place of in- 
terment. * 
Before I dismiss this subject of military pimisb* 
ments, I must observe that the practice of flog- 
ging with the cat o'nine-tails is not in use in the 
Portuguese army. That which stands in lieu rf 
it is the Pranxada or blow with the flat of the 
sword ; and this is considered less degrading tiiaa 
the application of any instrument of punishment, 
not military, to the back of a soldier. Forty of 
these blows is the maximum allowed to be inflicted 
at a time, according to the Regulamento of the 
Conde La Lippe, which has ever since lus time 
continued in vigour. Inconsiderable as this maj 
appear, compared with the high sounding hun- 
dreds of lashes in use in our army, it is infinitely 
more severe ; and when the sentence is carried to 
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its utmost extent^ few are observed to recover en-^ 
tif ely from its effects. 

During the infliction of corporeal punislmiieint^ 
a surgeon is in attendance^ as is the custom in pur 
army. This class of men, before the organization of 
the Portuguese army according to the British sys-. 
ttnOf were exceedingly despised, and did not rank 
aa officers. They were, it is true, in most <;ases 
tdken from the occupation of barbers, who (at that 
firae) united the practice of phlebotomy, the ap- 
plication of leeches, and tooth-drawing, with the 
goodly arts of shaving and hair-cutting. They 
w^r^ whilst in their shops, dignified with the title 
of^' Senhor Doiitor;** but when removed into re- 
gkneuts they were not so much respected, and 
tibere still exists in the Regulainento of the Conde 
l^lippe, a paragraph which enacts that '^ cap- 
latfiiS'Of companies shall not oblige the surgeon to 
0itk each man's -hair oftener than once a month, 
nor to shave him oftener than once a weekv** 

The present race of Esculapians are so tender 
cm the subject of these duties of their predecessors; 
tihat no fee will induce any one of them to per- 
idfrm the (^ce of " sacca molas," or tooth drawer, 
whieh is held by them in the most sovereign con- 
tempt* Bleeding having also belonged to the 
Iwber department/ is but unwillingly performed 



emn uii the pr^ott mcment, wh^a their eleicadeti 
to respectabiUty by a power&I md iri« haad 
{Oight hiiTO heiem e^epected id kare aholij^hed such 

*: .Thii6€^ whjEi in drU life exercise ihe offioe of ooff^ 
geoHAr Aad whoae indies ha,va been (^nfined t(t 
£jisrhoii alime> arQ mostly es^oesshrely igoosfittt^ 
4tomg9t. the physicians iQore knawledge is to he 
|khiii4» as they have mostly studied in 
nevertheless an Exi^sh professional maa isi 
xm\>\y preferred to them even l^ the nativesi. 1%^ 
phystciams ar^ term^ed Medicos^ and their- fee& arc; 
g^^raUy great> the Portuguese hdbg prw^Hbkl 
for their liberality, Ther« is ^ i%w wii^ jfor the 
piTotecti^n of the ^urg^on SRd p^^nfc ^^^.ti^ 
|(^ of the formeir three, te^topp^ pfer yitit.. Thkit 
the greatest paynpient which litigatiQn casi piOt 
^i»re ; but of course no one giv^s £50? iy;t]^,, the 
lowest fee to a surgeon bemg t;wo qrus^QS J99^^(m 
Womeiv of the town, ^a^not be cpmp^ed Ig? T^m 
to pay more than two testooAs. I 91^ not a)^^e 
of aj\y l^w respecting the fpm of physi<?iw§., ; 

Au instance of ignorance i^ a Pc?rtugijee?r qj^ 
rator, vhicji I witnessed, struck me^ ^o fcr#fe 
that I must relate it. The patient's ca§^ \?9g:> 
severe and extensive fracture of the skull, ^ pw^ 
^f iKhich wa3 fairly beaten in. . The y^mp^ent ^tu-^ 
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things it is nothing.'' 

w^^^Hf tfSd^eis^, tut Ibr th# tiiiil «f d^i^i^i^: 

tasHmsfA c^ d;mofigst' t^e^t^eris^ ki trhoKJfii 4^ higA 
Ak^big* df feKffi^r tflld' ^ €o^§t l^avepy ^em t6 
fi^ kisiffii^ i}uatHtk^. To tKe^ (^hdt^t^ii^tic^ the 
Pimilg«te6d^ mMi^ jdkiij ^M^ m^t tLHequilJfed 
^htA^, fbf&tvui^ isehdet th6 i^ever<^sf pikkli^iSsf, 

allu^i were inviariabl^ of rtei^ttfW of tath^ ctM^ 
#h4ptS, l!i%6 d^f^tt^ fr6tti tlie drffl-s^ad within 
ftfe'fittf ttibitth after coflipufeoiy rtttistftii^ftt, ^A 
^ t^*e -i-twlSB h^aart^ the^ attrictottteritf to rUrtr! od- 
«ti|/at!fo^ jite^ed iftorfe fcWiWf t*fah thfe bdgwtte 
ifF\^& afll flferjejitft. CTdfer steltfiei-s sd^ottt dr' 
fti*<^ lefl tBefe dorjto ; attd the sariie^ ttati6ri^ fed^ 
1% ^rlt^rtiteff * iSn^instaShk*! Bfeiiag' 6h' r«i«)nf of 
a^Fdf^ft%tfA* sttKtee* passfeg* ovtii' to thftefteStty. 
B<*'H- tRtf nttiiiAt^t tff Ttertiife #h<); ftontt e*h-6tikJ- 
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the above erimie; was comparatively very iiicoiiri[* 
derable, when it ii remembered that these were 
periods at which Ptotugal brought upwards of owe 
hundred thousand meii into the field, including 
her militia. - ' * 

T%e promptitude with which the militajy I4ws 
were carried into execution during the war, was 
strongly contrasted with the want of vigour' ex- 
hibited by the civil power on every ck;c»d<m^ 
wherein decided and wholesome measures woidd 
have been attended with the most beneficial ef* 
fects. Every assistance was afforded by the former 
to the latter authority to enable it to cleanse the 
country of those swarms of assassins, who infested 
not only her forests and high roads, but even the 
streets of the metropolis ; — ^but without effect. 

This glaring defect in the enforcement of the 
best possible code of laws, may in a measure be 
traced to the miserable and inadequate stipend 
allotted to those to whom their execution was 
entrusted. Being compelled to keep up a style 
of respectability, for which all legitimate means 
were absolutely withheld from them, they were 
naturally exposed to the temptations of bribery. 
Join to this, the diflficulty in Portugal of procuring 
evidence sufficient for conviction, even of tiie most 
public and most atrocious crimes : while the fear 
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fl levenge operates on one hand^ and on the other 
thei fuH persuasion that any testimony^ however 
^di^yisi meriticmously giren^ if it have the design 
rf.i«ring:a poor sinner from a painful, and de- 
gtadmg end. 

r. Thb feeling in the lower orders is carried to 
yiieh a j^Ech> that the natural exclamation of a 
Portuguese on seeing one man stab another in the 
street. (or prick him as they amply term it) is 
^ poor.feUoW; he has had the misfortune to kill a 
man." Every effort is made to screen the assassin 
frtm ju&tice; whilst the dead or wounded man, 
far from exciting pity or receiving assistance, wiU 
be shunned carefully as a dangerous object ; it be- 
ing one of the laws in these cases to consider as 
tibe murd^er, and to. confine as such^ the first 
person who has been known to touch a dead body. 
i ' A law made by the late queen-mother^ forbidding 
the execution of females^ did not a little contribute 
to IS well the annals, of crime. An instance of this^ 
and of the corruption of those to whom the subject 
ought naturally to look up for the protection of 
life and property, will be found in the following 
cafiie which took place at.ElvajSk in 1816, during 
my residence in that city. A gunner of the, artilr 
Jery, on his return home at night frcrni labour, 
was 0di2ed upon by hil wife and two dragoons of 
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^0 8d jifegimefltti her p«rfiiQimr«» (whom slie bild 
ton^eiidd m the bouae), lashed to the taUe^ audi 
h\pd to ileath in the :throat )ike a pi^» JsfteshfhicA 
hfi;was .thrown upon tiie dimghiUiif a l^onM^BM 
ther down the street. His two ehfldfep|^:>iv]i(| 
y/feih witeeasea of the wurdcirr kif tiieir father^ tsbra 
tiUfeat^ittd ifitk fidmillBr treatment if tibiry-daMi 
betray .the ceciet The sol^eos , retired tp Ahal& 
banradu ; . b>|t en t^e jbpening! bf the tQw)i ^atte 
nebtt mbrning^ tikey deserted into Spahi^ a ikapj^ 
» easy to effect; thilt the most heryid onmei «« 
pn boih aides of the frontier as freipximt gus thi 
(semiitoiiert oocTnrkiees o£ li£^ 
v'The wojpnan was ^eiaed and interrogfstedi bttl^ 
as may be supposed^ denied any knowledge of ^ 
fsjcL The dildren however, reye^led ibe stoi^ 
v^ith all its details ; and from their age their teef 
timony . w^ folly admissable. Ilieir diabolical 
mother was eondemned to perpetual imprison^ 
iinent ; but her beauty pleaded so much in hef 
behalf that, i^r being kept' by the ©— ni-HT 
9bT some mcpiths^ he finally gave W in mantege 
|(>tke gaol^. - I 

, it went to the spot where the nsurder wae con^ 
mitted } and mueb painst wsere taken by the |>y- 
standers to per&;uade me^ against the evidence olT 
t^y own senseii^ 4hat the blood whifdi uj^ the 
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fint iildwik had up egainsk the oppcM(ite 

iMl, kodtiidded into tke siimlitude of a ^' Seidiof 

« 

.i Jntfl&sr ioitani^ of flagiM^ m ihd 

protectorrriit tljio law» was exfaiUted at Lidbdn in 
|81«; ^^ A'l^ego trw dbeerred at etttly ^wtA to 
piwea fatarf fote ii|>all one of the quajrs (Cats dtt 
Fofoa) idtb the atid^ni mteniion of precipitating 
i^ into tiie wMffir ; bat pn pteceitong that he waa 
taw bjr some sol^eM, \riio had riieal early afl wdl 
ait hiitisd^ he abai^ofied his ehatge imd fad m^p 
Sbe sol^ert^ tmogfaiing the hs& to ^atain eoti-> 
iiabaad ^oodir eagerly cfpmti it/ and &i\md, i^-> 
sttead of ^vkat they e^pe^Hedy a v^ pretty girl of 
a$xmt seret^teen ye&it^ of age with a rope totiXiA 
laet ftedkv with Tvhidh dhe had ^rvidently been 
strangled. Her legs W^e sawed off at the hlpH/ 

Md half sawii tl^ough the hiteu, ibr the greater 
Mifiity ot "padrng } and i^he vfaH t^threly fiaked 
bid^ wfaf^ed t^ iii ^ ^1^ sheets 
x.:I #aw he^ remahis fiiyself^ afid dotM not Mp^ 
sgbtaiting^ the bea^y 6f her featttreiTi ifv^it ehto^ed 
aa they were by the <»uel manner of her deaths 
«adl well remeffiber that her jet blaek hair enrled 
Bat&fiUy all oifer her head# A sham search wasf 
mstitiit^d after her diabeUcid mnrdererd ; bttt 
lAiehr like eyery thkig else 6i the kind> eoiadM^ M 



264 CORRUPT ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAWS- 

nothing. But it was every where confidently as- 
serted that tlie authors of the crime were well 
known — their names even were whispered — and 
that a bag of fifty moidores had been quite suffi- 
cient to choke up the fountain of justice. 

Many soldiers have assured me that the duty 
upon which they went with most reluctance was 
that of assisting the civil power. It liappened 
almost invariably that they succeeded in securing 
the objects of their search ; who, being soon bought 
off by their associates, became the most inveterate 
enemies of their captors, and sought every means 
of satiating their revenge upon them. A villain of 
this description infested for a long time the road 
between Elvas and Badajos, committing every 
kind of atrocity, and retiring for repose to the 
ruins of a dismantled windmill. 

The last crime which he committed was the 
murder of a poor widow of a farmer, who lived in 
a sequestered cottage, and whose grey mare this" 
hero coveted in order to carry on his profession 
On a more extensive scale. Some relation of the 
woman complained to the corregi,dor, and pointed 
out the hiding place of the ruffian. The colonel 
of a regiment of cavalry in garrison at Elvas was 
requested to furnish a detachment for the purpose 
of securing him, which was executed in a maimef 
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highly creditable to the seijeant commanding the 
little party. 

i The ruffian was seized whilst sleeping in the 
ruin:^ his head resting oh a pigskin full of fnne, 
his carlnne by his side, as well as hb good knife, 
and a bag of doUars ; and the grey mare was tied 
up in a comer of the same enclosure. The party 
iKiuiid his hands behind him and drove him before 
iSaistii to the garrison^ nbtwithstmding his tempt-' 
mg offers to induce them to permit his escape; 
and with the scrupulous exactness wluch so 
strongly characterizes the Portuguese soldi^, they 
deposited every farthing o( the money thus found 
mto the hands of the authorities. The fellow was 
hoVever soon after liberated ; and the dragoon wlio 
related this fact to me^ having belonged to the 
party^ was m daily apprehension of reaping the 
reward of his zeal and integrity from the revenge 
of the ruffian. 

The ecclesiastics who surrounded the source of 
temporal power in Portugal^ directed the stream 
at their will and pleasure, to the sacrifice of justice 
.nd of eve^ ba^e. ^hich had «e» . Jea fo. 
the protection of life and property; In 1800 a 
dissolute young man^ residing in the Rua dos Car 
pellistas, murdered (under circumstances of the 
greatest brutality) the author of his beinjg'^ who 
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had ffUmedto &rtiufajhim with the meansrofgi^ 
tifying his taste for debauchery. A friend airakiMl 
aPtlm remanent of Vieira Telles/was ordeMd'to 
pitenid tha.eacoliwm with tib iM^ipaDy ; jbut ba 
}n^' yfaif to iM spoti a mesnenger piet idstjaiit^ 
donkiobig tiie piinpe's pardon of the aflfe^yd^xs I. it 
a]^pearedihat a pierson interested in preienrimf 
Ae life dS^ the parricide had found the n^MBirf 
htiying (nd difficidimat^r) theinteryeiitioAofdii^ 
court 'Confeiisdr^ who persuaded the sov3erdgib)tl)a^ 
be oiighl; to dbrgire> if he hoped hims^fdr pardoi 
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I J As; I .had originally destined tiib obspH^ t6 
nititary.' du^^ts^ a few words rdativi^ tb ^lim 
ordsrs cf kmglidiood in Bbrtugal may - &o£> W 
d£6gether irrelevant; particularly ad eir^rf pipi 
wh who has huxed in Portuguese company xnust 
have met with hundreds of individuals^ so studded^ 
over with crachats and crosses^ as ta present th^ 
Appearance of ambulatory jewellers exhibiting 
their ttoek in trade« To know the origin of thMd 
badges of distinction may not^ therefore^ b^ alto^ 
gether without interests ; / : 

c The oldest military axid religious order now m 
existence in Portugal is that of Am, yrhkehdt^ 
rives its name from a town in the province 0f 
Aiemtejo> and was instituted by king A}&ms(f. 
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i&iiriqueB In 1147, on h&s beating 1:^6 Moois at 
JSfQva in ti^i year. The deeoiation of the knights 
ia&:€rdBft fleunkdeJistert; and that of Ihecbni^ 
mandeifriB^the same in ihe centre of a jstaroj 
enAkit^fyyl^ wear besddtelhe star^ 

fecrbsi aponasi enlarged «Bale> pendant from A 
hvoiid gnoen wavy ribbon rotind tl^ nedc 
: bTida order was embodied with that of Cata^ 
tiMviainfi^ainin 121S; bnt has subsequently lle« 
emie uElepcndent of it. Officers who have served 
iwenty yieais without Uemish aro eligible fov 
liJDglithobd i but the higher degrees are bl^owed 
0B» gonmals and oth^ great men. Thisof^Uthd 
otiv Oilers has best preserved ite respectability^ 
^re being no instance of its degradation. Si 
Benedict is the patron ; and wh^ni^ken of it U 
eaUbd-the order of S. Bentp de Avii. None but 
Catholics can become members* 
<> nrbe next in rank and in s^iiority is the oider 
of iSapit Jbgo da Espada. . Senms I. of Pbitugal 
kiatituied it^ and endowed it wi& {^ySegies^ 
. vdddi^ liave-sinM almost totally disappeared. The 
inistitutkttiDf this order was owing to the king'is^ 
BiUanMtmg. (» S. Jago's ei^>ecial protection » s^ 
Ml vidbiy which be bad obtained over the Mooit^ 
inlSlQ. Thdr esisiga is a cross of similar shape 
to that of Aviz^ but of puiple cdbur, h^ngisg' hyt^ 
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tibbon abo'piurple^ The investiture ixf this ard^ 
became of late years so general and promisciioiifl^ 
tiiat at length no personi of respectability tliought 
faknself honored by having! it conferredon faim. 

I cannot' give a better idea of itsdegiadatian 
than by obserying that, on a particular toa&fd, 
being celebrated at the new convent churdh ni 
Lisbon, I saw a sentry pushing back the crowd; 
and upon enquiring why the rabble were.exdud^ 
ed, was inf(»rihed that his orders Vfete (m'^caoBt^ 
qdence of the numerous attendance of perwns^ 
irank who were expected to fill the whole chtircdi) 
to' impede the entry of raggamuffini^ m^Ei in ct^ 
pofes, and knights of 3* Jago. Most of the negi^ 
officers of the Brazilian army are decorated with 
the cross of S. Jago ; and it is not unusual to see. 
a bearer of it accost you in the streets of Lisbon 
soliciting charity with hat in hand» 

The third is the order of Christ, which was also 
instituted . by Dennis L in 1317, to engage the 
nobility to assist him wilii the whole of their 
means against his Moslem enemies. Numberless . 
are the commanderies and revenues annexed to 
this order; but it is nevertheless in great debase?* 
ment at present, and during the war a few mil 
reas given or lent to the crown sufficed to procure 
admission to its knighthood. 
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in edttJBequience of the impossibility of oohfer- 
itegDii Protestants the honors of knighthood in 
ordehi so eminently catholic as the above, and the 
vows of which, on profession, are so opposite to 
iHi doctrines of the protestant churcl^ the soye^ 
re%n of Portfugal deemed it expedient to institute 
li military order without the obligation of any 
oadicr opposed to the reformed faith. Accordingly 
be created tihat of the Tower and Sword. The 
eekna ' of this order is blue ; on one side of the 
ciOBS is tlie likeness of the sovereign; and on the 
nketse is a sword passed through a wreath of 
iMrel and kirmounted by a golden tower. The 
aK>tto is^ '* valor e lealdade.'' This order has for 
the present been granted to persons of rank only, 
witii the exception of a very few individuals the 
weight of whose purse has obtained it for them ; 
and it fa Kkely to preserve its respectability, if the 
precautions taken to secure that end, are acted 
up to. 

c i Since the peace, and about the year 1819, an- 
other order of knighthood was instituted in honor 
of Our I«dy (^Conception, whose name it bears ; 
but, although so recently created, it is already un- 
worthy of notice, owing to the indiscriminate man- 
ner in which it has been conferred. 

m 

There was formerly another chivalric institu- 
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tioii m Portugal^ csUidtbeorder of Am(t]Mr.'i¥ii%% 
created bjr* Dbxt Alfensd fibnriques. Bui aa m 
zcnleiines were amiiexed to it, it rery mkhi died' a 
nkiataidl death. The kief^ institated i£> froni Jmr 
ng £eeit m winged ami in the heaven^ HfiiiUt 
fightmg the.Mboirs at Santaxbiib Tb& eceatun 
1;pok place at iUeolaii^^ vAuxe. the king retnaoied 
a laondi after bis victory* The deocKration: wka.a 
golden/ dosi^ aomumnted witib ^purple win^i 
Tbe patron saint was S. MichaeVaa fhe king 4t» 
dared that he had recognised the wu^ and. am 
to belonging to diat angeL The prelate ofi the 
carder was. (ais Ixaog: as it lasted) the prior of Mom 
bajpa;: and the principal duty of the membero mm 
the guarding the kmg's peiBon m battle. ^ :, 
. Dacncaiians and badgea ofl distinction have Hm 
been granted to miBtary mem of all ranks in: tlor 
aimy ; and so gteast is: the &irst fbr these hoiiMt^ 
that there have bees instances^ of men alleging 
that they had fought in no less than fifty.^w. 
general actions daring the taest war^ \sl onicr to 
obtain thentl 

I sliafl terminate mf ^bserraftiidiis ^<m lS» 
Pdrtoguese milkaary^ by l^andladng from^t&e Ahm 
ticmal h^tory apag^a^or twd, whi<^b pr45sent a; correct 
idea of the state of orgamzati€Qi< of die army biit^ « 
few years^ ago. Henoe ion^ Mea^ may be foitmed 
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difficulties which must have been overcmae 
. • • • " 

^faring^ this army to a degree of perfection suek 

'u ib at present enjoys^ aaid wlaeb has made it su- 
pem6t to most^ and equal to any body^ of tlie cdib- 
imotital troops. 

sr.lff ^^'f But a» a long peace succeeded Ae bu£^ 
tie tfi vr», and the lesoufces^^ of the stato^ were 
exhausted, the military spirit degenerated «p^9Ue& 
U d^iee, that the young HobSity disdained serving 
!|i the arfl^yv Fot th£» reason, no officers eoidd 
It^ ibund in it, hut those whose ^norance ^^d in- 
Mbwdii^tion tended to cr^te almses knd the 
todfl snbyersion of c&acipline : in sheirt, the d£s;or- 
dtar went so^fiur, that re^^iments^ were officered fiom 
sKiongst the lacqueys of ilkistnous &m3ies. It 
Wai^^iio extraor£nayy sig^ te obs^re an officer of 
iibMdiry driying a chaise, or a £3otma«: with the 
imd^L <)f captaix^ of infantry, whSst the colooiel pro- 
prietor was snormg in his Kttle cradle, &e. * * 

^' To cdrrect these abuses it was found necessary 
to call in the aid and experience of a German gene- 
ral, the Count of La Lippe, to whom unlimited 
powers were given during the last war with Spain* 

*' A curious incident, worthy perhaps of notice, 
is recorded as having happened on his arrival — 
The Count La Lippe on going to dine one day 
with the Conde dos Arcos, a Portuguese general. 
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• 

observed a servant of the house^ in the uniform of 
an officer^ about to wait at table^ and'recognizing 
hun to be a captain of the Alcantara regiment of 
cavahy^ of which the Conde dos Arcos was colbnelj^ 
he rose immediately from his seat and compelled 
the servant to place himself at talkie between him 
and the master of the house/ who thus saiw his 
pride humbled. - 

^' After this the Count La Lippe, wishing no 
doubt to inspire in his officers a proper jmilitaryl 
feeling, encouri^ed duelling, declaring openly 
that he would despise and cashier any officer 
who, under pretence of religion or of the regu? 
lations, should refuse to give or receive satisfac- 
tion when offence had been offer^. This anec- 
dote is more extraordinary than the former one, 
and perhaps unique of its kind ; and the manner of 
thinking of this general, was worthy of the age of 
Louis XIII." 
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CHAPTER XV. 



' k)RTUeUESE ARCHITECTURE, FURNITUI^, 

(SABDENS, &c 



To persons accustomed to English architecture;, 
the private houses in Portugal have a singularly 
^lumsy appearance* The reason of this is easily 
accounted for. When a Portuguese builds a 
house^ it is usually on his own freehold ground ; 

fff^ as he intends that it shall be of use beyond his 
Qyra term of existence^ he gives to the whole of the 

edifice a solidity calculated to make it durable^ and 

«... 

looks upon beauty and lightness as very secondary 
considerations. Since the earthquake of 1755^^ 
people who undertake to build^ are restricted by 
taw to a particular principle of construction. The 
whole house is run up m wooden frame-work and 
ibis is clothed with masomry afterwards, so that 
an earthquake may make it rock considerably^ but 
the concussion must be great indeed and of some 
juration to bring it down. 

T 2 
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In the houses of persons who keep their carri* 
age, the ground-floor is chiefly taken up by the en- 
trance or porch (very badly paved like the streets), 
the stables, and lacqueys' rooms. The gardens, if 
any, are communicated with directly through the 
porch, or descended into from spacious balc<Hiies 
on a level with the first floor, by flights of stcme 
steps. The parapets of these balconies are usually 
ornamented with vases of marble or of porcelain, 
containing the most beautiftil species of creepers 
or other .flowers. 

.The gardens are too symmetrically laid out to 
be pretty, and there are usually many busts and 
statues in different parts of them. When a gar- 
den is large enough to entitle it to the name dP 
Quinta, it is usually provided with a Nora for the 
convenience of watering it during the summer 
months when little or no rain falls. These Noras 
are deep wells, with a very simple machinery, by 
means of which the water is brought up in earthen 
pots, fastened to thick bristly ropes, and emptying 
their contents into a wooden trough in proportion 
as they arrive at the top. The wheels are kept 
in motion by an ox or a burro, who is yoked to a 
lever, and keeps walking continually round the 
parapet of the well until the garden is sufficiently 
watered. 
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, . Gardens of this description . are mostly taken 

• 

dyre of by Genoese or Maltese^ who are exceedr 
ingly ;dextrous in conducting the water in all diT 
lections jthrough their y^etable^j &c. with, the^ 
emdbada or large hoe. It does not speak much 
in fitTorofXisbonian industry^ that these foreignen^ 
Bboald be: aUdwed to monopolize so interesting a 
Inraadhi of employment The Nora whilst ; at work 
makes a jarring creaking' noise^ precisely like that 
ofa^biillock cart; and this is not a irnatter of ac^ 
ddent, for the natives lare, fond of the noise^ , and 
dislike those Tehicles which do not produce it 
\ xin the Portuguese houses the balcopies, the 
walls of the staircases, and those of the apartments; 
to the height of three feet are waimscotted with 
sniall.sqiiare bricks of common earthenware, glazed 
yihSte, and painted all over in blue; either with 
airabesqueSj stag hunts, boar hunts, bird catchers 
^inih. nets, or fishing scenes. The^e. things are, 
however, beginning to be omitted in^ the construe^ 
tiovitOf modem houses, as well as the old painted 
ta|>e^tryj which still ^ ornaments the chambers of 
mmy ancient ipa^isions. . For these are substituted; 
paintings in fresco, which certainly are a great 
ilocq^jrQTeiAent, not only on the score of beauty, but 
IflEtiwise in cleanliness, as they are not calculated 
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(as is the case with tapestry) to harbour bugs ; ] 
which, by the bye, swarm to such a degree in ali 
most every house in Lisbon that, if the window 
shutters are slammed violently, a show^ of them 
IB Been to detach themselves from every creak and 
comer in the ceiling, window shutters, and soshca. 

Some of the palaces of the nobility are beauti* 
fiilly painted in fresco. That of the marquis of 
Louie at the Grafa stood pre-eminent in this re* 
spect ; and tlie execution of it must certainly have 
been directed by an artist of consummate taste 
Amongst the arabesques with which one of the 
saloons was ornamented, were introduced very 
highly finished portraits of all the most celebrated 
warriors and statesmen that Portugal ever pro* 
duced. I had the mortification of seeing this 
beautiful palace burnt to the ground in 181T, 
Owing to the negligence of some lacquey. It 
seemed as if this blow was the only one wanting 
to complete the affliction of its amiable proprie^ 
tress, the lady Eugenia de Louie, on whoee nnBd 
the sentence pronounced upon her husband (who 
had followed the French army) had long been 
preying. 

The furniture of the fidalgos' palaces ie U5U^ 
rich but very clumsy. In many houses belonging 
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te midimii ccofiiraonets^ are to be seeh quiantitiisof 
iiiit.ihiaitk a( rea) china and other articles from 
that coimlf^> particularly large mirrors^ .mi\k eib 
iidiik COiiMse fleeces: painted oti the lower .pattji of 

i^ cl7)|e ^fiirtutwef coming into mf»:e general use at 
4ptiteeii(ii9; ef i^ mn^ Ughier nature^ . Chairs^ for 
^i mistead of being ouslnoDed> dr backed of 
leitheVi fiMtenad on to the frame with 
te^ Jr^aad saSl^ are now Irottoihed . with split 
tembiiaiB wieher work, the frame being niade of 
tifa^wiMsd ^ the eaormoos bbxies in which sugair is 
irt^ii^fathcKtne from America. The baokrare nsnafi^ 
4lllAtfi6nted with some fittle deVne^ as a bird, a 
ij^«Misfiiiui$ iBi^ IBower or a landscaqpe. The badu^ 
iegi) &^^heifo istripcas of gih and Uaeky^alternateiy, 
from whence these cbidrs deciye theb names of 
&)l^biidfa]|^. >A few old famity portraits or some 
toffif paiiKte^ 8aiitts> emeifiseB,^ relies in.framet, 
iQtil'4iiiSel wodt,. kre the onfy decascationsi seen 
Ittiai^iiBEionYtiie waU»x)f an>apa^tmeilt4: 
-If ifiiffeifladM theire iecre nome, so .that> wh« the 
meMht mw^aHkf tMi tbe only meaD» of pro*- 
ccuing wbrmidi is byr ^ti%r0ver a brazeinK (from 
^aaa a l%htedF lioal^ w brass ,pato friftof %lited 
iiOiU oc^ adies' from the ba^rs^ orens^ > Thi&to^ 
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getbier with the eternal capote^ is. found 
to resist the most rigorous cold, of wMch the:^ 
lightfiil climate of Portugal is susceptiUb^. . > . . ) 
The roofs of all the houses m Portugal are laled^ 
and care is taken to paint in bright scarlet ihe 
under part of those which project, . andrtocgive^ 
fantastical shape to: the projecting JingulartHei 
This bright colour contrasted, with ihe whit^n^sit 
of the walls, has a very agreeable effect; iSiwe 
overlook, the injury which the latter. may :be.«t- 
pected to produce on the eyes ; although-) it does 
not appear to affect those of the Portuguese,; w1h> 
have the finest in the world. Some part of : the 
exterior of almost every house is bmamentedx with 
representations of saints painted; in blue^ <m wfait^ 
lazulejos, some of which aire even honored with a 
lanthom hanging before them. t i \ 

t The saiiit most commonly seen on th^ walk is 
;saint Marital, who is supposed to possess cpnsiderr 
able influence over iconflagrations. . He is. always 
represented in the dress of a bishop .with a imtre 
on his head, holding up his right hand and. pomt- 
ing upwards with his two first fingers;, while in 
the back ground are to be seen some, houses. on 
fire, a. contradictory kind of emblem of his effica^. 
The other favorite street saints are Santa Barbara, 
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with a tower on her head hy way of night cap^ 
and another in her hand ; and S. Sehastiah, tied 
to the trunk of a tree^ and made use of as a target 
to teach young infidels ** how to shoot" arrows. 
The fliirht into Eirypt is also a very common street 

to be seen at the comer of every street and lane. 
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CHAPTER XVr 



NEGROES OF LISBON. 



SKETCH OF A GROUP OF NEGROES BEGGING ALMS 

FOR THE FEAST OF THE BLACK VIRGIN OF ATALAYA 

BELIEF THAT THE VIRGIN WAS BLACK — AND S.ANTO- 
NIO ALSO— THAT SAINT A CAPTAIN IN THE REGIMENT 

OF LAGOS APPLICATION OF THE CLERGY FOR THE 

saint's promotion — LANDUN OR NEGRO DANCE — EX« 
TRAVAGANT PASSION OF THE PORTUGUESE FOR THIS 
DANCE — DESCRIPTION OF IT, AS PERFORMED AMONG THE 

HIGHER ORDERS FESTIVAL OF N. S. D* ATALAYA 

NEGRO SERMON — ANECDOTE OF NEGRO FRIARS AT RIO 
DE JANEIRO* 
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Tbeb" Liflbcm negroes keep all their church festivals 
wiAi the greatest possible rigour^ and with as much 
faitalesqae mununery as those whose imitators they 



'^^Hie plate before us represents a deputation of 
Ihe farotherhodd'bf Nossa Senhora d' Atalaya^ in 
liiei act of raising the wind for the feast of that 
ipint.' One of the troop carries an image of the 
.■rfeiit Jedus^ seated on a chair and ornamented 
'WISbl tinsel and ribbons. This he tenders to the 
Ir^r^pittsers^ who almost invariably kiss its feet^ hav- 
li^ first iaken off their hats^ and then drop a cop- 
^tftir '^donation into the bag. The image is often 
iDBfadedall over every house in the streets through 
41^% Ihe troop passes : most individuals^ parti- 
eidatl|^-the females^ being anxious to shew their 
pdtuT devotion for the sacred original^ in thus 
cauiessing his infimtine similitude. 



286 BELIEF THAT THE VIRGIN WAS BLACK, 

The reader will observe that the child is of the 
same colour as he who carries it about to cater lor 
its mother's feast: — this is easily acconnted for« 
The same fe^lih^f^ larhich-indiBK^ Europeans to 
attach ideas of superiority and advantage to those 
of their own colour^ operates with negroes in &Tor 
of theirs ; so that not otaly ditmof they persuade 
themselves that the Bdty would condescend to 
assume any earthly form but that of a negro, but 
t^y aisd fillfy lidleTir that tho devil mjUzmt 
Wldur, «na they rep,t«mt hinr^cScorfbglyii .r. : 
\ The lower orders of Portuguese faave^ fgiettf 
much a similar feeling regarding the Urth pfaw 
of our Lord. They would be ready to tear any 
individual to pieces who should^ teQ iheniyiiud; 
Jesus wore the earthly semblance of a Jew^ or; fbat 
Bethlehem was not somewhere or otherin PortiigaL 
80 gross and universal, but a short time since, 
Hvas the ignorance of all classes that I am not 
quite clear whether, in the days of the Inquisition, 
that tribunal would not have pursued with its ut^ 
inost rigour any one who had dared to attnlmte 
Jewish extraction to the Saviour of mankind* i 
The virgin, in the character of our Lady of 
Atalaya, is painted al$o black, but for this the 
negroes ima^ne an excuse in the book of Gaaiir 



(SeB *: ; and ihey ,atre not atmgujar ia this portrai- 
tw^ since many Ffcgach CatboUcs agree whl) 
tjien^ and belicnre that the Virgin was by biftb >9 
Eidiiopian.. £a£ I caimol account for thieir attn^ 
bHting that eolonr to the Bacchtis of the pi^ 
dtuich:*Tf-that bon vivant and patron. of jpl\y &1* 
ktarsyinint Antonip de Lisboa.; who beaides b^ng 
a* 1JW)imigh Inred.Portuguese/ is still morooT^ 
betne > upon the staff, of the isiiitoal aro^ 
hMiPeii^ ibcf ediUe the aifasiirdity may a^>eari as a 
Cflltptam in fhe 2nd or I^os regiment of iaiiwbryi 
The thirst for accumulaibn of riciies^ which so 
jftroiigly pharaeterises every department of the 
Roman 4»itbolic churchy induced the clergy . of l^a^ 
gOB to petiti^ government not long since to pixh 
W^ & A|itonio to the rank of field officer, in 
order that the revenue of his chapel might be 
augmented l>y this increase of pay. But the go- 
vernment had too many live nnners to support to 
hme any thing to spai^ for dead saints ; and not- 
wkhstanding the important services alleged to 
hme been rendered to the state by .the 2nd xeg^ 
ment und^ the patronage and heavenly influencQ 
of S. Antonio, the {petition was rejected* 



» . --- * .V 



* * N%r9i twrm sed formofia, $lia Jerfisalem &c. See in die 
Vulgate. Cant. Canticorum Cap, I. v. 5, . . 



288 LAMDUN OR MEORO DA(KB.. . 

To proceed with our plate> tbe big drum and 
fiddle attract the atteiltion of the house-ff inmateB^ 
who hasten to the verandais an4'>willd(>wr>tO:*nl- 
gale themselves with a sight of 4fae^^lasGu4Qi«» aipid 
even frantic Landun^ daubed by #^ii0gx4|»iindiy||f^ 
gress, whoise very gestures iiy:idfk)dB9^^?^ 
more* delicate people serve cmly. Ag meg^t^i Ahe^iit^ 
most sensations of disgust ;^but'1ii^, "Ppf^lfQgQMI^ 
axe themselves sofbhd c^tJusidaqo^iupi^ar^Q^ftfte 
decent modifications^ that thay jsever £mI tpi^^^^ 
template it with pleasure^ even when. ^a^rriej^to 
extremes by its original mventors. . . . ;«t 

As tins dance was origbaally a,n^O\(<H)e»H.I 
trust I may not be considered as guiltgr^.Qf:atTery 
culpable digression i£, before returning tt> thoM^H 
ject of the plate^ I take the opportunity' of saying 
a few words about it. ^ • .» 

The Landun was formerly danced in the b^t 
societies of Lisbon by persons of both sexes^ ; but 
now it is seldom performed in the higher circks^ 
except by two females^ one of whom represents; a 
male partner. It consists of grace&l cadjsnc^^ 
the steps being generally the same throughout^ 
and the chief beauty of the whole depending , less 
upon the movements of the feet^ than on tJie 
graceful elegance and expressive attitudes pf the 
arms and body. . • ^> 
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• 

The parties placing themselves at opposite ends 
of a room^ and the gentleman holding a white 
haadkerchi^^ they advance towards each other with 
Bieasared steps and wooing mien, and the lady ap- 
jpeiurs disposed to sympathise with her admirer. But 
«t; the moment when he imagines her fiavorahle to 
ltt9 scot/ she turns away from him with a smile of 
conisemft and astonishment .at his presumption ; 
lie likewise turns awdy> but with far other feel- 
%ig9 ; the handkerchief now finds its way to his 
eyes ; and with disappointment in every feature^ 
he measures back his steps, looking occasionally 
behind him as if to excite compassion. 

His reiterated solicitations make her at length 
relax in her severity and appear pleased at his ^t- 
'tentions ; which he no sooner perceives than he 
treats her with disdain. She in her turn becomes 
the suppliant, and receives from him the same 
/handkerchief, a token of grief, which she uses with 
the most fascinating gracefulness. This ^ panto- 
mimic representation of a love-scene ends in the 
lady's throwing the handkerchief over the neck of 
her partner, as an emblem of hei^ conquest and 
their mutual reconciliation and union. When 
this is well danced, it never fails to elicit the most 
thundering applauses. What' I have ju^t endear 
Toured to describe is the landun of the better 

« 

u 
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orders ; but when danced by the casiaiBe it is fiur 
from bemg either graceful Or-decent. ' 
' The common people in Portugal are so fond of 
the landun, that even at an advam^ age ibeyti^ 
perience a strong sensation of delight on h^xisf 
the measure played on the guitar. I shall ncYct 
forget havmg once seen a mtimmy-lSce old yfomm 
of eighty years of age rise from the floor whieh 
she was scrubbing, on hearii^ a %arber strike up 
the tune^ and begin to accompany the air intii 
contortions; ^ which age had left no other dia- 
racter than unmingled disgust. 

I have been assured that both negroes and 
Portuguese haye been known to dance themselves 
into a state of phrenzy and even into convulsions. 
I have myself often seen a negro> for want iX 

» 

some one to dance with> lay a stick upon the 
ground, and substituting it in his imagination for 
a real partner, dance himself out of breath. We 
cease however to be astonished that the sons of 
Africa should be so fond of this exercise, when we 
are assured by a creditable traveller that, from 
the moment the sun has set, the whole of that vast 
continent is one scene of dancing. 

In the national theatre of Rua dos Condes the 
landun is frequently introduced in after-pieces^; 
and on* these occasions the house is abraysibest 
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fitted/ 1^0 .grQ.at and powerful is the attraction. It 
b ttBualljr danced by a lacquey and a soubrette^ 
who^ although they <»nfine themselves tq very 
isw gesftveefit^radd thdr whole perform^ce. does 
mole^pefbap^ ki3i itf^rb than two or tlu-ee minutes, 
Inire^ mteriheleai^ so:muchr-thji«rt(^ conveying 
«^;iiifieanee in Ikii nierestJooka andtnovements, 
Ast^the^per&rmam^ is Belauded nath vociferous 
«irhiiart*id '^bravds.*' *; c. 

T^Bufc:td.Tetllrit to my subject: when the day's 
498btiibutions have been deemed suj9^ien<^ the 
^dingy coU6etors very . natu^raUy ^pply the weU 
loiowik: texi; of " being worthy of their hure," and 
fld}6imi to the nearest tavern to carouse at the 
jBxpen£« of the (sedulous. The man who carries 
the image leads the van^ and extending it before 
inm^ at arm's kngth^ as he enters the tayern door, 
iKevet fi^ to exclaim ^^ Quem vai ^ diante paga.'* 
Anglic^, ^^he who enters first pays, the piper/' 

The festival of .Nossa Senhora d' Atalaya is kept 
at lier chapel near the village of Aldea Gallega, 
on the southern banks of the Tagfus, immediately 
c|]^[><isite the c3ty.;of Lisbon ; and on that day 
hundreds: of blacks are seen crb$£»bg the Tagus in 
dErtrluos (ihiHre boats): The foeginziing of the day 
it spent ia .hearing ^massj^ :which ii followed by a 
aernum* Btt na sooner ara thefie ceremomds 
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overj-'than -a scene of : debauchery Mkm$, wbic^ 
would make eWn t)ie ancient; votaii^' of Bacclms 
Uusb* 

The' sermon here aUuded to is preached by^a 
negro priest, the only one I befieye who rerideain 
Xiisbot), the Brazils being the chief residenceifuid 
•domdiis of the Hack ecdesdasttcs. ^ Negroes.tlijiB 
Emitted' into holy orders recdrean. education 
still more superficial, if possible, thaa their, vdul^ 
fellow ' labbui^s ; and^^ the blunders which .> they 
'cx>mmit;-when they atteis^t to expound the Scri^ 
ttiries from their pulpits, are worl^y of those* com- 
mitted by the Barbadoes black methodist divines. 

It must not however be inferred -that .these 
saints '' of the retreating forehead . and depressed 
Vertex** are a jot less ingenious than the European 
friars in the profitable knack of applying scriptu- 
ral texts to their advantage: this the following 
anecdote will prove. In the refectory of a black 
community at Rio' de Janeiro, the same abuse ex- 
isted as^^ in those of European friaries : the. supe- 
rior and the elder brethren of the house applying 
to their own use the choicest viands and most de- 
licate morsels, and leaving, the hungry novices at 
the nether end of the table, to break or keep their 
fast upon the mere scraps and ,bones of the repast. 
' Oil one of these occasions a junior brother^ (with 
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whom I was afterwards personally acquainted) re- 
cmved as his portion a hollow bone without a ves- 
tige of any thing on it. Thb he immediately 
applied to his Hps^ and as if converting it into a 
wind instrument^ raised a hideous yell through it. 
The superior^ highly scandalized at such conduct^ 
insisted upon knowing the reason of it, '' Holy 
fittfaer,'* answered the novice, ^' I have read in the 
Revelations that at the sound of the trumpet the 
flesh will be reunited to the bone ; and I have been 
trying to verify the prophecy upon this bone to 
save myself from starvation." 
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CHAPTER XVIL 



NEGROES OF THE BRAZILS, &c. 



*i ta iiiterestangto take a review of the vicissitudes , 
in the lives of those negroes, to whose lot it has 
fallen to he slaves in the Brazilian settlements. 
On their arrival, they are disembarked with a 
rag of cotton round their widst, a scarlet cap 
on their heads, and their skin so thickly studded 
with itchy eruptions, as to resemble more nearly 
the hide of a rhinoceros than a human cntis. 
They are immediately driven in flocks from the 
slave vessel to the slave fair, which is held in a 
particular street set apart for that purpose exclu- 
sively. Here they are huddled up together with- 
out distinction of sex, in rooms or rather stables 
on the ground floor, until purchased either by the 
inhabitants, or else by men who come from Minas 
for the express purpose. 

I was in one of these stables, when a slave mer- 
chant from the latter pl^ce came in and enquired 



298 SLAVE SHOP AT RIO DE JANEIRO. 

what sort of stuff was on sale. The shopman^ 
anxious to transact business immediately, took a 
sack of arrow-root (farinha de pao) and pladng 
about a dozen little handfuls of it here and there 
on the ground^ made signal to the slaves to ccmie 
and eat^ just as we see done by a servant to call 
together the fowls in a poultry yard. The slaves 
made a rush at the little heaps^ and squatting 
down on their haunches^ just like monkeys^ began 
to eat with avidity. 

The Minas merchant then singled , out a young 
irirl of about twelve years of sfte, and havimr 

ascertmn if she was sounds asked the price of her^, 
which being told him, he .declared it waa;te9 
much. The owner on his part swore it was exceed 
ingly moderate, pointing out the #gibility of hi^ 
age and other inducements Just as we see brought 
forward in the sale of a young cow. The pfKV 
girl was all this time in suspense ; and those who 
think that modesty is not inherent, in these unf^ir- 
tunate beings as well as in our happier femdes, 
are nmch mistaken. I observed her more than dope 
adjusting her scanty dress with the utmost 001%^ 
fiision in her looks^ at the brutal and unfediBg 
manner in which her useful qualities were set 
forth by her interested owner. -: ^ * 
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.fiapiai^ty find intense interestedn^ ase not the 
aftributes'of professed slave inerchants exclusively : 
tbBf jfra mifertunately to be ^met with in a spb^e 
HKtiife^wher^ one would least expect to see them. 
"Ifte ekeciiyiQn of e negro for naurder^ w^ about 
tociglm' place at Bio de Janeuro^ and slave mastei;^ 
<icdb|Q|^/die Jtttendance of their negroes^ that by 
witnessing the p^f^odi&ment of thdr coimtryman, 
tliqp might.be dete^kred &om committing l^e same 

« 

cnihe. An £jiglish acquaintance of mine/. who 
Iffid bpi three, days b^re purchased^ of an ex* 
gOfesncnr 6f Mozapibique^ a n^io w^iom he had 
horbttg^tlwSth :lum from ihqit place, sent him like^ 
wiaf toth&jce^eof e^^ecution that be might pro-" 
fit >by .the warning. 

',^.liirheh the! execution w^'dver^ the master quesr^ 
tkmedhis sjiave on the subject, in hdpes of findmg 
dUlLa due impression had beai inc^e ; but to fai^ 
acj^Bidhmeht the neg^'s attention seemed :tahave 
hobd jQvetted * oh .the awkward manner in whicll 
the executioner had done his' duty, adding ;that 
ha;c}Wtfuld iiave done it much better hknself. 
^iliow r said jUm master, ^^ were you met ^a 
httiigtaan t-^^i Yes, S^hor, I was hangman at 

Mbealid)ique, but governor r- being c^dered 

bOkii^ aent word te^ die gaoi deming that I and 
all- ^e ptisoners should appev heiere him. We 
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no sooner arrived on board than he set sail^ and 
has sold us all since his disembarkation here.^ ; It 
lucidly happened that this trust-worihy ex-^OTe^*' 
nor had not yet set off for Europe, so that my 
Acquaintance recover^ his money/ by .il^efiteniiii^ 
ip reveal the truth to government^ if thiar bargain 
were liot immediately canceUed, he faanng agr«04 
£)r a good slave, and not a hangman.: 

The people at the slave inaiket, who bum these 
depots, iare. obliged to be exceedingly careful ia 
ordering the' diet of the slaves immediately after 
iheir landing. Fruit of any kind, unless iakea with 
exceediiig moderation, has been found dmo^t^ia^ 
variably fatal, after a long voyc^e and salt pib- 
visions. The slaves are therefore only allowed 
the use of it gradually, and are chiefly led with 
dry arrow-root, without other beverage than wa^ 
ter : care being also taken not to cure their euta; 
neous eruption too suddenly, as the disease is apt 
(to use their own term) to turn inwards and be* 
come exceedingly dangerous. 

The manner of marking the daves when pur- 
chased, so as to be able to identify them if neces- 
sary, is effected by long and deep incisions on the 
cheeks, forehead, shoulders, breast or back^ and 
sometimes in all the above places ; which opera« 
tion must necessarily be attei^^d with niuch pam. 
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. fdftlhwr^ seen few of these slits that had not the 
^Kppearance of having penetrated the skin through 
liiid^titfougfa. - The consequence is that^ in heal* 
ih^ Ihey never are completely closed but present 
ittb Kppearanoe of so many mouths, 
ii' The fete of the negroes who are sent to the 
VlbiM (Minas-geraes) I am little acquainted with ; 
but I bdieve that Ihose who are sold for servants 
Iff^llkcfi^ dity* kave a iar more fortunate lot. In' the 
-fcegbmittg of their captivity^ they frequently* de- 

. i^ pMticiilarly the grown up men^ who find it 
lAsome to learn a new language and aciquire 
M^ of domesticity and servitude* / In these 
Mses the owners apply to an individual called the 
Ciipdtad (i^tain) who is perfectly acquainted with 

: <die\tefK>graphy. of the neighbouring country, ai^ 
40Oii8equently with those places which are most 
ffitldy to be their haunts. 

, ^j^Whibt in these forests the runaways support 
•Xfe/ eaeily, owing to the prodigious quantity of 

.l>ai]ianas, cocoa-nuts &c. found in them; but.4he 
&iipttBd seldom fails, to bring them back sooner or 
later> when they are taken to the city gaol to re* 
0Bkire av number of lashes proportioned to their 
iktoe of absence. K their fault has any circum- 
iJtadMes of aggravation connected with it, they are 



»i 



302 RELIGIOUS HOUSES OF NRQROES. 

chaitied for a certiiin tim^ to othw definqilents ; 
and with an iron coHilBff, furnished with spikes ifound 
thdr necks^ they are compelled to labour at the 
public works. ': , . • 

Those negroes^ however> who are ^mif'teoQfy^ 
died to their loss of Hbe^> aikl' beeodie 4lt^ul 
and faithful servants^ xecdyer not un£r6^it^% 
their fireeddm either by purchasing it (if thi^y hav^ 
been taught a trade) with their leisure-hittar earar 
ings^/or by virtue of the' testamedt of their tnai^ 
ters. There are churches and reHgioita housed ui 
Rio de Janeiro^ the whole of whose dignitaries mt 
diosendfrom amongst ^e progeny <tf ^ese affirai^ 
chised negroes^ and the policy of the^ Porttiguese 
government has gone so far in milling it tiie b^ 
terest of a portion of the black conmiumty to 
keep the immense numbers of their countrymen in 
order, by shewing them that the road to prefer- 
ment is not exclusively opdn to white men alone, 
that, in the Brazilian troops, black and wlute o£Gl- 
cers are seen serving indiscriminately togethet. 
Many of the former are very high in rank ; and I 
have seen some field officers amongst them deco- 
rated with no less than three dilBPerent orders^ 
those of Christ, S. Bento de Avis,- and S. Jago da 
Espada. After this statement, I believe that it 
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will no longer be disputed which has the greatest 
adlraatages, the negro sent to our colonies^ or he 
who is sold to the Portuguese. 
« It ifi( true that the negroes thus exalted are de^ 
itfgfiedly never chosen from amongst those: who 
^tkld^ any spirit or any talent : the motive being 
iwk-eljr political, and having for its end to gild the 
pill which the others are forced to swallow. The 
jfcensequences resulting from this species of policy 
ato^mKshas we <^arefully guard against in our colo^ 
nieci. ' Sd jgpreat has been the intermixture of 
tSlK^ks and whites that scarcely an individual is to 
{)e teen (amongst those who are bom in the Por- 
tuguese settlements) who has not wodly hair and 
'Minething of the mulatto cast in his countenance. 
' l^se men of mongrel breed seem moreover to 
l^ve united in iheir persons, whatever there might 
lie of ugliness in either parent, to the utter exclu- 
foon of every good feature ; and the baboon like 
foments which have been formed of them by the 
new emperor of the Brazils, Don Pedro L present 
such an exhibition of excessive ugliness that, were 
their valour any way proportioned- to it, they 
HHght soon conquer the whole world. 

The = women of colour in the Rio de Janeiro are 
n^narkable for their jealous and vindictive tem- 
per ; and death alone is capable of glutting their 
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rev^ige for the mfidelit]r<^ those with wfaMa thlgf^ 
havB cohabited. Murders are therefore exceed* 
mgly frequent ; and although, in the 'abMBioa'tii 
an active periodical press, few of these oo^w^^epijbii^ 
are mad« pubUc, I have knowix evea tUMji^^ 
hare been committed in the space of a mgiHirs 
most of them from motives of jealousy, and 0tH»^ 
i«tig.ition»fm«ktto women. v..... 

For the office of assassin, the very lowest cirdbr 
of negroes are hired; and these wretches 4nid«iK; 
sell the Lisbon gallegos completely ; a glass^>ef 
cacha^a (a species of rum) beSng with many tf si^ 
fident incentive. Their manner of settk^ ko 
work is worthy of remark. They need no sii^' 
letto,ferro de g6.iola (bird cage awl); or ailyiothiv*' 
weapon. In lieu ci all these^ they lUKe cvifibb^ 
head ; and with it they butt like bulls at tl» choBtt 
of their victim. I saw a field officer whd had bectt. 
murdered in this manner, and thrown over the- 
wall into his own garden, where his family found' 
him in the morning : the upper part of the body 
was flattened, as if the implement of death had 
been a mallet. * . < 

I had an opportunity of observing the dexterity 
with which negroes effect the work of murder, 
whilst standing talking to a friend near the resi* 
dence of the pope's nuncio. A carriage was drawn 
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nij^ at the door of the house^ and the coachman 
and lacquey were lounging against the stone 
posto OU' either side of the door. A negro dave 
gdug afeng the street passed betwixt the house 
aMii/tiie ciu*riage. So good an -opportunity of 
mESttitpng a poor half naked negro was too good 
tf^i^ slip^ and the coachman gave him a very 
severe cut with his whip over ^be bare shoulders^- 
wlodh raised a welt as thick as my finger* The 
plK>ir creature writhed with pain, upon which the 
blow was xepeated; and the footman then seized 
^ whip, and amused himself in a similar maimer. 
j'.jl could not help expressing my astonishment^^ 
the negro's remaining there under such evident 
steering, instead of attempting to escape, and 
bat for the fear of Popish vengeance, if I had dared 
t$ke the part of a negro against domestics of the 
grand Lama's representative, I should certainly 
have interfered. Blacky had however his reasons 
for thus appearing passive ; he was watching his 
moment, and having found it, a flash of lightning 
is^ not more prompt than were his movements. 
With his head crouched low, he butted at tiaie 
coachman's stomach, who having the wall imme* 
^Uat^y behind him was settled in the twinkling ^of 
aiireye ; then turning suddenly at the lacquey the 
n^gro gave him with the sole of bis foot a kick in 

X 
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the stomach with such force and dexterity that he 
stretched him lifeless. Leaving hoth hia ^ctims^ 
he then took to his heels with the swilfcnesa cf a 
deer, to our no small satisfaction at seeing tddi 
gratuitous and-*- unprovoked brutality ifeceiVe iki 
due reward. . ♦^ 

Instances of oppression of tiiis kind ai^ sma^ 
times to be seen ; but not so frequently as those 
from negroes whose condition has been bettered, 
towards their more needy countrymen. Fw it is 
strange but true, that the cruelty which they dis^ 
play towards their fellows, when vested with ike 
smallest degree of power, stands unrivalled. The 
epithets which they bestow on each other when 
irritated- are worthy of remark, the most commdn 
being that which we should least of all expect to 
hear from their lips, that of " nasty black negro.* 
It is also impossible to describe the contempt they 
manifest towards their newly imported country- 
men, a feeling which appears to be grounded 
upop their own superiority. 

At every step we take in the Brazils, we meet 
with objects exhibiting the dreadful consequences 
of neglecting the proper treatment, which the dis- 
eases incident to the climate absolutely require on 
their first appearance. In some negroes, the feiet 
are seen either shockingly mutilated; or else en- 
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tirdy reduced to mere stumps by the ravages of 
ijbe Chigoes^ the extraction of which, if not timely 
pei£nmied» entails on the sufferer the loss of a 
Uttb. All ranks of persons are liable to this evil^ 
Qfmng to the diminutive size of the insect, and the 
ffuality of its introduction into the skin. The 
nc^gKoes are in general the most expert hands at 
eoEtirpating^ them, and the present king of Portu^ 
gal was compellod on his arrival in his Brazilian 
eapital to have recourse to one of his black sub- 
jects for the performance of this office on his own 
royal toes. 

Other oljects still more revolting if possible^ 
but arising from other causes, are as frequently 
ol^d to our offended sight : I mean, neglected 
Mses of hydrocele. Even professional men, who 
have not visited those regions, will perhaps find it 
^£Bk:ult to believe what nevertheless I can assure 
tihem of having been an eye-witness to : — a n^ro 
m *wh(Mn the developement had become so mon- 
stro^s, that it rested on the ground whilst he was 
staading upright, doing the only office which was 
ev^ exacted of him, that of sweeping out the 
stable. I ueed not add that his under garments 
were of necessity similar to those of the other sex. 

Portuguese of respectability are remarkable for 
titkep humanity and kindness to their slaves. They 

X 2 
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even carry their feelings so taXy as to allow ibdr 
servants to join in the conversation of the company 
upon whom they are waiting at table^ and to per** 
mit them numberless other indulgences. The 
black offipring of these slaves beocxme almo9^ in- 
variably the toys and playthings of? the fennle 
part of the family^ who dress them handsomeiy, 
and delight in having diem hear their persona in 
saloons full of company. I have seen a little hiack; 
girl caressed by every person in the room^ . and 
then seat hersdf for the rest of the evening on. her 
mistress's foot-stooL 

What Ihave said of the dignities to which the 
blacks are susceptible of arriving in the church 
and army^ regards exclusively the Brarals.. .In 
Portugal, where such political precautions are UBr 
necessary, the negroes are invariably the very 
dregs of society ; and their occupations are such 
as a Portuguese would spurn at. To omit more 
disgusting instances, if a horse, dog, or any other 
animal happens to die in the Lisbon streets, its 
carcase would remain in the same spot until na- 
ture had completed its work of decomposition, if 
the alternative were its removal by a Portuguese. 
This o£Sce therefore falls to the lot of a negro; 
iriioae reward is the animal's hide. The occupa- 

Wbci whitewashing the interior and exterior of 
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houses is also theirs ; an employment which is as 
^^nmofa held in contempt hy the natives as the re- 
moval of carrion. 

;t^ ^The houses in Lisbon^ with the exception of the 

fety small numher occupied by English people^ 

400* entirely destitute of certain conveniencies 

middi are alike mdispensable for decency, clean- 

liiiesSy and comfort. Hence they are compelled 

-tB convert some small room or cupboard into a 

temporary magazine, provided with a long brown 

•earthen jar about thirty inches high, which is used 

as .a receptacle for perhaps a whole week's con- 

"tributions. When this comu-copiae is brim full, 

its 'Contents are soused into the street upon the 

iikead of some unfortunate passenger (after ten 

i^fdook at night) to the cry of " agoa vai/* (Edin : 

^garde loo) which, instead of serving as a warning, 

iisy in its effects, no better than the report of a 

**g«n, which follows the shot instead of preceding it. 

•' . The few inhabitants who object to this horrible 

ttuxle of getting rid of such accumulations, as they are 

fikdy to remain for months under their windows in 

. the streets until the heavy rains sweep them away, 

Jiave recourse to a black woman, who carries the 

Jar «WBy on her head ; and as she walks down 

■the street towards the shores of the golden Tagus, 

\4..oolamn of balsamic ^uvia curling upwards 
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from its unstopped orifice^ regales the olfactories 
of the window-decking beauti^. The wdghtis 
not often inconsiderable^ and the distance them 
women have to carry their burden is sometimefr 
great. It therefore frequently happens that 4hey 
are compelled to rest themselrdi^ whidb they must 
do without unburthening, for who^ would asoit 
them in replacing the brown jar on iheir heads't 
They usuaUy sit down for the purpose of taknig 
rest on the stone steps of some door way^ confer^ 
ring upon the inmates of the h(mse (if the wii»* 
dows be open) all the benefits above mentioDed. 

Numberless are the menial offices which^ owin^ 
to the intolerable pride of the natives^ derohre 
upon the heroes and gallegos. A common Por-^ 
tuguese journeyman is^ in his trade^ ifenned an 
offi^r (official sapateiro^ official carpbiteiro^ &&) 
and if by any means obliged to carry a small par- 
cel in his band through the streetiS, Will take every 
precaution to hide it in his capote^ so derogatory 
would it be to his dignity to do the office of a gal- 
lego, negro> or (as these are sometimes termed) 
besta de cargas. 

The distinction made between an officer, cobler^^ 
tinker, mason, &c^ and an bffidet in the army^ is 
by calling the latter <* official d^^banda^" or an 
officer of the sa^h ; hence the great respect asso* 



cia(;e4 with tlris part of the uniform, and the great 
umbrage given to the Portuguese militaxy at its 
}>m^ lKimk l^r uou-comoussioned ojBGicers in our 

vX vuust nf)t oandude my references to negroes 
andritibeirelAtiDb in which they stand ,with their 
«««.«»» uu,^^ ..it&out rec«li«g » a^ec- 
dbto equally creditaMe to both the parties who are 
tlMi subjects of it. 

. ^ fSefaastia6 Joae de Carvalho^ Conde de Oeiras* 
mfiirquejs de Pombal, was justly esteemed the 
greatest minister that Portugal could ever boa^t 
o& / He flourished, as is well known, in the reign 
of Joseph I. and the country has evier since felt 
the:benefit of his wisdom in the numberle^ im- 
pmvem^its which he effected. He. was theeu- 
oonragei: of eyery useful invention, and the Poxtu? 
gaese invariably regret his not being stiU in exiatr 
enoe, when they see ingenuity or merit neglected. 
But like all great men he had his foible, which is 
siod to have been vindictiveness. A certam De- 
aembargador (a magistrate, as before mentioned, of 
the supreme courts invested with the privileges of 
nobility) called Seabra, who was highly . distin- 
g^ushed for his virtues, but whose politics differed 
firom those of the minister, incurred by some 
-»». M. ^U^^ ^ w- b, hi. orL kid. 
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napped^ canveyed to 4|ie ooidt ci'AMotH^^mA fimm 
thence to the place of banishment for the nont^ 
criminak^ called by the Portugneae BedraaNegm. 
Thisplace^ being a few leagues in:. tiDteiitit^lior, 
and peopled with savi^g^ the oh}fofe<c^ Mndhig 
criminals to it was^ that tiiey mighll be^dertroyad 
by the natives; and this was «fteu;doiiei'«a''W 
evasive commutation 4xf the* i sentence '^^^deatk 
Abandoned by his conductors^ the/riiintwrtainilr 
Seabra wandered about for the space of twQ\dB[f$, 
until overcome with fatigue, faut^er, heat, \an^ the 
acuteness of his grief, he dropt sensdess at ilie 
door of a negro's hut, towM^ whidi he had ii£- 
rected hisst^^s. ' - »< rr 

The imasteF iC^ the Imt was abseptat thenMH 
ment, Ibu* hiswife^compassionating the miserflibfe 
odndition and emaciated lodbs of the poon 4)^ 
many dragged him into her habitation, and was 
endeavouring to restore him to his senses when 
her husband arrived. At the sight of a white 
man, he was about to transfix him to the ground 
with an arrow, when his wife's interposition art- 
rested his fury* She effected still more, she cooh 
pelled her husband to assist her in recovering her 
patient:— a proof that petticoat governments ^aiay 
exist where no petticoats are worn. 

Sisabra, on coming to himself^ -found that he 
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^mm «ktftcked with a imnM^v:feteri and gareliim- 
^mH^toft lMt» oondudin^ diat recovery in sudi 
. 4M'dteiati^ wail nettio impofsible. ifis host how- 
iMr^^detoitmined on curing him after the manner 
jliihm country^ and digging a. sort c^ grave m 
^dW'Ifround; bwied him in it up to the neck. In 
'liui kibumation be remained thriee days and nights, 
i^m/Bov^g the ample medicines administerdL by 
iil'Mble^hysidans^aiid was very soon completely 
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^'i 'How strange are the vicissitudes of this life I to 
jfOidt a variety of fortunes is a man often yet destined 
who has thought his career terminated, and how 
n^id b the fall of many who perched on the piima- 
dsL of t^arthly honors think themselves secure from 
i&PStBeB, It was at abo\|Lt this period that themarw 
iijklez'of Pombal's power, began to decline. Them- 
^irigiles of his enemies soon after effected his removal 
£rakn court ; and the family of the dezembargador 
SMbra, hoping that there might be a chance of their 
JMlaticm's continuing to exist, obtained a repeal of 
his sentence, and dispatched in quest of him the 
sHtme persons who had been his conductors into 
banishment. 

/iiWords cannot depict this poor fellow's joy at 
the prospect of being restored to his family, but 
be could not reconcile to himself the idea of never 
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again seeing fais worthy and kind hoi^tess^ and 
therefore used every kind of entreaty to engage 
her to acccHhpany hhn to Lisbon. She at last as- 
sented^ although no entreaties coiild induce beir 
spouse to be of the party/ 

On his amval at Lisbon, Seabrawas reeeiv^ 
into favor at court, and continued so to the end 
of his life. His adventures in Africa were loi^ 
the iubiect of conversation, as was likewise the 
mark^ kmdn«» he erer mmufested «.w<»a. U 
benefstctresis ; who, from the moment of his resto- 
ration to his family^ never sat any where but at 
the head of his table, even when persons 6f the 
highest distinction were present. His gratitude 
was even manifested in his will, he having left her 
a very handsome provision^ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 
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SALOIOS, OR PORTUGUESE PEASANTRY. 



A^an early hour of the monung, every avenue to 
the city of Lisbon is thronged with the peasantry, 
called Saloios, of whom this drawmg is descrip- 
tiye; ih&i burros (donkeys) or mules groaning 
mider the weight of the deUcious fruits with which 
they are laden. These consist of water melons, 
mdons, oranges, lemons, (sweet and sour,) figs of 
the most delicious kind, and in short all that the 
best of. climates and richest of soils are capable of 
^rodudng. 

Besides fruits, those who come from Cintra or 
its neighl^urhood bring a kind of little white 
dheeses, known by the name of queijadas, and 
made from the milk of goats. Another species, 
much more agreeable to the taste, are those called 
requeijoSs ; they are larger than the former, and 
are neither salt nor sour, but of a flavour more 
resembling that of cream. Some few Saloios 
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bring totheir fevorite customers smaU saucers faU 
of cream, which for its delicious flavour stands 
unrivalled even by that of Devonshire and Com- 

• 

walL Poidtry and game of every kind, in great 
lOmnd^ce, form likewise a part of their cargo; 
but the former is usually very tough and extrava- 
gantiiy dear. 

The peasantry who reside many leagttes^ off are 
obliged to set out from their homes on the eve^ 
and travel until nndnight; when they are coda- 
pelled for the sake of thdr loaded ahiniids, to rest 
a little. In winter/ they take shelter upon: these 
occasions in some estalagem ; but inthe finq sea^ 
son they unload their beasts under the starry 
canopy, and tie them with good length of rope to 
a tree, so that they may. grase whilst they ihem- 
sdves enjoy a nap. * 

These people, from the habit of midnight tra- 
velling under the clear and silent heaven, become 
in some measure Uke the wandermg Arabs, obser- 
vant of the constellations, and learn to count the 
waning hours by their position. Of the truth of 
this I once witnessed an example : having one 
night left Lisbon to go to Cintra, I missed my 
toute by keeping too far to the eastward, and was 
fairly on the way to Mafra, when I observed • a 
group of Saloios stretched on the ground near the 
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road side. These people informed me of ray mis- 
take adding that, as for cutting across the coun- 
try as I proposed doing in the dark towards Cin- 
tra, it was out of the question, owing to the ex- 
treme ruggedness of the mountains. I therefore 
took their advice, and tying my horse to a furze 
tush, laid myself down amongst them toaW£utthe 
dawn. After some time, on my asking one of 
them what hour he conceived it might be, he rub- 
bed his eyes, and surveying the heavens for a mo- 
ment said, " We are within an hour of the Trin- 
dadea (Matins) for I see that the flock is far 
advanced, so is the wolf; the crook is already 
perceptible, and the shepherd will soon appear ;"* 
upon which he aroused his companions, the loads 
were replaced on the animals' backs, and they all 
moved on again towards the * Grande Cidade.' 

The roads being exceedingly unsafe, the Saloios 
are obliged to travel in numerous bodies. On 
their arrival in the metropolis, many of them who 
are satisfied with smaller profits and more expedi- 
tious sales, take their stock to the fruit market, 
called Pra^a da Figueira, adjacent to the Rofio or 
Inquisition Square, where by disposing of it in 
the gross to the retailers, th^ are enabled to re- 
turn home at a much earlier hour than they could 
after retailing it themselves. 
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This is mostly done by those who reside at 
great distances ; but the Salolos of the villages in- 
the immediate neiglibourhood of Lisbon, from the 
moment of their arrival, begin to hawk about the- , 
streets whatever they bring and continue doing so 
until a late hour in the evening. On the return' 
home, the same precaution is observed of going J 
in bodies ; but so great is their exhaustion in most | 
cases that, with the exception of those who go on- \ 
foot, the rest are usually sound asleep upon their 
albardas (packsaddles) abandoning to their anir- 
mals and waking " pietons" the care of conduct*- 1 
ing them. 

The objects with which they return provided to' 
their houses, consist chiefly and I may say iuvarir^ 1 
ably of a small quantity of Bacalhau (a kind of I 
salted ling) and some salted Sardinhas. Thes^ 
with the aid of a few olives, garlic, onions, bread I 
made of Indian corn, and on rare occasions a little 
wine, compose their bill of fare all the year round. 
Veal is out of the question, it being a contraband j 
article even in the capital, and beef or rather old j 
cow, is so rarely to be had, or so much above the 1 
reach of their small means, that if they can alFord | 
to eat a httle on Christmas day or on Easter Sun- ] 
day, they account themselves supremely blest. 

Tlie Saloios are a very fine race of men. 
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adiletic^ and generally speaking, wkTl made. 
Their complexion, although dark, is advantagd- 
6tfsly mixed with a good share of brickdust co- 
lour ; their eyes are very fine ; their hair falls m 
ringlets upon their brawny shoulders ; their dress 
is becoming, and their whole appearance highly 
picturesque and rustic. They look more to adr 
yaxdage with their hats on, owing to the custom 
of cropping close the hah: on the crown and fore- 
head. The whole aspect of a Portuguese peasant 
is manly^ in the highest degree ; and his dress at 
once graceful and appropriate to his condition in 
life, is always characteristic, and never varied by 
that awkward mixture with the costume of other 
dasses, which gives to our labouring people so 
unpicturesque and heterogeneous an appearance. , 
The Portuguese peasant is remarkable for using 
with surprising address the weapon called cc^ado: 
It is a long pole or cudgel, measuring about seven 
or eight feet, having a heavy knob or leaden 
charge at one end. The most dextrous handlers 
of the cs^ado are termed campinos or valentois ; 
and it is not unfrequent to hear- of one or two of 
these heroes emptying a fair of the whole of its 
company, and even felling to the ground this 
police cavalry, a detachment of which attenda 
^vcryf air to preserve order. 

Y 
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The charge <^ indolence and slothfulness has 
been indiscriminately laid against the whole of the 
people of Portugal^ by persons who have predpi- 
tately drawn their conclusions from the samples 
of the lower orders seen in Lisbon; but any one 
of common judgement ought to be aware, that the 
meagre and bloated inhabitants of a capital can 
never offer a just criterion whereby to form an ac- 
curate idea of the physical or moral peculiaritiei^ 
of any nation. What opinion might we form of 
that man's sense, who, landing in London from 
abroad should conclude, without looking any far- 
ther, that all Englishmen resembled the cockney 
specimens before his eyes ? 

The Portuguese peasantry may justly repel the 
charge of indolence, for their distinguishing cha- 
racteristics are industry, patience under privation, 
intrepidity, and courage. They only stand in 
need of a government calculated to call forth in a 
greater degree their natural good qualities. I 
would not advocate as warmly, or in fact at aD, 
some other classes of Portuguese: I .ifiean the 
priests, and magistrates, for whatever measure 
of corruption in every respect this world can 
contain, is to be found to superfluity in those 
orders. 

The Saloias, or peasant women, are generally 
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df a stature rather taller than the female inhabi- 
tants of the towns ; their complexions are like 
those of the men^ of a healthy dark colour^ but 
not sallow or swarthy. They have exceedingly 
fine eyes, fiill of expression. When young, many 
€^ them are extremely pretty, and in general they 
haye very agreeable faces ; but their beauty is oi 
short duration. The crow's foot makes its first 
impression at the early age of twenty ; their per- 
sons aflterwards become flaccid, and their faces and 
hands grow tough and wrinkled; so that at the 
age of thirty they begin to assume the likeness of 
fiving mummies. These women nevertheless often 
live to a very advanced age. 

People of respectability who reside in Lisbon, 
mid particularly the English, prefer these Saloias 
to any otider women to fill the ofiice of wet«-nurse, 
from their well known healthftilness and their pro- 
verbial attachment to the children, whom they 
have suckled. The same inconvenience, however, 
is experienced in employing these females for the 
above office, which exists regarding any others ; 
for although they live miserably imder their own 
roofs, they are intolerably difficult to please in 
their diet, when in the house of a gentleman. No 
sooner, also, do they perceive that their presence 
has from any circumstance become indispensable, 

Y 2 
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than ihey bring forward a thousand pretexts foi? 
leaving you^ m order that their stay may be pur^ 
diased by rich presents* 

But when their functions are over> and tiie 
ch3d weaned, they affect to feel sudi intense at^ 
tachment for your offspring that it is next to iiiH» 
possible to rid yourselves of them; and this can 
bnly be effected for a time, as they make it a point 
to come uncerembniously to your house once a 
year^ take up their quarters in your kitchen^ sxA 
shew their affection for your children by eating 
you out of house and hoitoe/ 

I knew sto E)nglish lady who> having reased 
nine children in Lisbon, had employed as many 
nurses ; and I ha^e sometimes seen her kitehecf and 
dining room thronged with these women and 
their several progeny, together with tibeir cousiiB 
and relatives to the twentieth degree, whom they 
had introduced to be treated at her expence. 
They mostly bring with them presents of little 
cheeses, strings of dried apples, some melons, a 
roasting pig, or any other produce of their couar 
try ; and this establishes a kind of right to your 
hospitality which it is awkward not to acknow* 
ledge^ ' . 

The love ^f the marvellous whiclr these Portu- 
guese nurses possess in the most extravagant de^ 
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gree^ and the practice which they have of enter-^ 
taimng young children with stories of feitei^eiras, 
(witches^) ghosts and hobgoblins, robbers, &c. all 
of which they believep to be true, is one of the 
greatest possible objections to employing th^m. 
Moreover they dabble in religious matters from 
ntotives of omsdence ; and being unable to jecon- 
tale 'to themselves the idea that their foster child 
is a little her^c, they please themselves with the 
illusion of its converdon by attaching to its little 
meek, rosaries, crosses, veronicas (brass medals 
with saints heads on them), or figas. Thus omar 
mented they are better able to resist the malign 
influence of both feite^euras and the devil« 

The dress of the Saloias is quite unique in its 
kind ; and pretty women will in that as in every 
other costume continue to look pretty; but to 
diose who have no pretensions to beauty^ or 
whose prime of life is past, it is any thing but be- 
craoing* On their heads is worn a muslin hand- 
kerchief folded comer-wise, and tied or pinned 
ifiider the chin, in the same manner as that worn 
in towtis. This is surmounted by a velvet peaked 
Mp df the shape and size represented in the plate; 
resembling a Prussian grenadier's cap in minia- 
taie^r The Jacket which they wear is of wodleii. 
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and the favorite and most general colour scarlet ; 
their petticoats are made of coarse woollen^ maiiu-* 
factured in Portugal ; and their boots are precisely 
similar to men's jack boot^ only that they hare 
very high heels to them of the same shape as 
those worn by ladies a century ago. 

The harness of their burros has also its pecu-* 
liarity : the head piece being made of a veiy 
coarse unitatioQ of that which we iiae to hold by 
in the interior of our vehicles^ the brighteif ih^ 
colours the better; and to this a mere rope is 
affixed, which, stands in lieu of aU the unnecessary 
paraphernalia of bit, snaffle, bridle, &c» • In firont 
of the albarda or packsaddle, and covering th^ 
animal's breast, is a band of the above broad stuff 
with fringe pendent from it, and a similar quantity 
is fixed to each side of the albarda in rear, wbich 
passing under the ass's tail completes his trap- 
pings. Over the albarda is thrown the alfores, or 
panniers, which are destined to contain the cargo : 
these are made of strong matting. 

The farther removed from the city and its so- 
phistications^ the more does the real character of 
the Portuguese peasantry appear in its proper 
light ; and certainly there are no people who rea- 
lize more nearly than themselves the descriptions 
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which poets have so often imagined of rural virtue 
and pastoral simplicity. If a stratiger appears 
amongst them^ they make him> quite misoli- 
dted, a tender of every thing he may stand in 
need of for his refreshment. There does the 
sportsman pursue his prey through vineyards fuU 
of delicious grapes^ and mdon fields covered Mith 
that fruit, widiout other barriers to protect them 
than mutual confidence.'— -No boards with ap- 
palling mscriptions of steel traps and spring guns 
annoy the sight and disgrace the national charae* 
tar of generosity, by holding out to you in terro^ 
vem the proi^ct of immediate death if you dimb 
over a hedge to pick up your game. 

It is with IK) such apprehensive selfishness that 
ikB Portuguese countryman guards his property. 
I never coasted along a melon field in my life^ 
but the proprietor^ if witlrin sights although uur 
known to me, would come forward and solicit 
my making choice of the ripest and best fruity 
without the least feeling of interestedness : — nay, 
he would have felt indignant if a remuneration 
had even been proffered. 

Nothing could be more noble than the conduct 
of the lavradores (farmers) during the war: with- 
out a prospect of indemnification they contributed 



with all their means to fadlitate and assist l£e 
transport and other commissariat branches of the 
service. I have seen smne^ who bad only a pair 
of oxen kft^ g^ve them np to the ex^endes of ^be 
war without a murmur. 

In a country where the useful arts have expe^ 
rienced littie or no improvement for many een^ 
turies^ it is not surprising to see every thing coiv* 
nected with agriculture in a state of primasval 
rudeness. The plough and harrow here made 
use of are of the most uncouth kind^ and worked 
with buUocfcs^ mo other animal beii^ capaUe <rf 
moving sudi duAsy apparatus* This is not tiie 
fault of the peasantry, but that of the govenmient 
and higher orders of society, who neglect the 
most interesting part of their duty, and pass over 
unnoticed the different degrees of improvement 
wfaich they cannot help seeing effected in every 
other country but their own. But instead ei 
adopting any of those useful inventions, to whicl^ 
if they could see clearly, their own interest would 
prompt them, they shrug up their shoulderst, 
and content themselves with saying, '^ our fore^ 
fathers got on very welL and why should we vrish 
to do better r 

The old patriarchal custom of '^ treadipg out 
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tiie cora** with oxea in order to shell i1^ is still in 
use in Portugal ; and each animal has a woman 
wdking immediately iu his rear, following with 
outstretched hands to receive that whiciv if it 
reached the ground, might defile and conglome^ 
rate whole l^aps of grain* 

In the making of wine neither presses by means 
6f steam (a thmg unknown in Portugal) nor ma^ 
cbinery of any kind are used* Our delicate femala^^ 
wk> sip with such wmning grace the juice of the 
Pouro grape, are to know that in the very liquid 
whidi they reccdve through thdr lips, human feet^ 
tbe trotters of the rude peasantry, have soaked ; 
for no other machinery is here used in the procesai 
Qf wine making. 

: The carts made use of in Portugal for every 
Idod of purpose are heavy and clumsy beyond 
conception. The wheels are immoveable on the 
ipdetree ; the diameter of the former, which &te 
sg£d, is usually but three feet ; and their greatest 
thickness is towards the centre, the circumference 
of the wheel being comparatively narrow and 
bound round with iron, which is fixed on with 
huge nails. The axletree is of wood, and fr(m 
ten to twelve inches thick ; and this and its wheeb 
sOQve together with an abominable squeaking and 
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groaning under the clumsy body of the cart, which 
is shipped (not fixed) on it. 

As an apology for the hideous noise just men- 
tioned, the peasants allege that without it the 
oxen would not draw so well or perhaps at all. 
This may indeed be true, for it is possible to ac- 
custom animals even to greater absurdities. The 
car-man places himself in front of the bullocks' 
heads, touches or pricks them with his agulhaA 
(goad), and, speaking to them at the same time, 
thus puts them in motion. The equipment would 
not be complete, if the beasts' heads were una- 
dorned with figas and veronicas; and the cart 
itself, to keep off spells, invariably displays on some 
part of it that well known specific, a horse shoe. 
This same emblem of a good kick seems to have 
operated as a bug-hear on the supernatural per- 
sonages of every country in Europe. 

When going along the road, the Portuguese 
male peasants are invariably heard singing. Love 
is generally the burthen of their dolefiil ditties, 
for such they indeed are, and of a most intolerably 
drawling kind. The women also tune up their 
trebles to no better effect than their spouses ; no- 
thing being so monotonous as their airs, or so 
discordant as the execution of them. The women 
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are however by no means wanting m wit or re- 
partee : for on a firiend of mine seeing a saloia 
going along on a burro. Mowed by a string of ihose 
animals^ and addressing her with ^' Adeos mai dos 
burros/ ^' adieu^ mother of asses f she answered 
immediately^ ^' Adeos^ meo filho/ with the utmost 
coohiess and composure. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



PORTUGUESE VILLAGES, PRODUCTIONS OF THE 

COUNTRY, &c. 



Portuguese hamlets and villages have a very pe- 
culiar appearance. The houl are covered Jth 
red tUe. aa in the city, no nick . tbin; aa thatch 
being known in the country. The walls of these 
dwellings are of amazing thickness^ and seem cal- 
culated to last for ever. The beams which form 
the frame- work of the roof are of proportionate 
solidity, and appear intended to survive many a 
generation. 

Very few houses in the villages have more than 
the ground-floor; and if one of two stories is seen, 
it may safely be conjectured to be the habitation 
of the curate. The churches are very neatly kept 
in their interior ; although the imiages on the altars 
are, in general such miserable specimens of wooden 
sculpture, and so ridiculous are their unmeaning 
faces^ that the ignorant bumpkin himself, if not 



336 GROTESaUB IMAGES ON THEIR ALTARS. 

accustomed to see them from his infancy, would 
be unable to refrain from laughing at them, in- 
stead of feeKng the veneration which they excite. 
So easy it b to pervert man's judgment, if you 
only begin the work in his infancy. 

These apologies for saints have nevertheless 
their share of gildings or rather the remains of it ; 
for all those which I have seen in the country 
churches were very old, several without noses, 
and others wanting an arm or a leg. These 
little deficiendes were however not known to a^ 
feet then- power of workmg miracles. 

t'he manner in which the memno Jesus (infant 
Jesus) is dressed, would appear offensive to fo« 
xeignersj if it were not at the same time too pre- 
posterously ridiculous to alarm the most sensitive 
piety. He wears a bob wig well powdered, with 
fii queue of adequate lengthy and bow of ribbons ; 
and the rest of his equipment is precisely similar 
to the men's court dresses of the last century, 
with satin knee-breeches, silk clock-stockings, 
knee-buckles and shoe-buckles, studded with mock 
diamonds. A silver or else tin glory is fastened 
on at Ifhe back of the wig ; and to complete the 
whole, he wears the insignia of a knight of the 
'Order of Christ at his button hole. 

His mother is also invariably seen dressed in a 
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corresponding costume, with an enormous headt 
dress well powdered; fine ear-rings, necklaces^ 
•chains and crosses, hoop petticoats with flounces 
and fiirbelows, clock stockings, and high-heel^ 
embroidered satin shoes. The surrounding at- 
tributes differ according to the peculiar character 
iinder which she is adored. For instance, N. S^ 
da Coh9ei9a6 is represented standing upon a creSf 
•oent, under which is seen writhing an enormous 
serpent. This it was which in some measure, in* 
duced modern aseptics to ascribe to this lady arii 
astronomical origin, as being emblematical of the 
descent pf the serpent Pytho on one side of th6 
horizon, on the appearance of Virgo and the chilfl 

jHorus on the other. '- 

N. S. daConif ei9a8 is an object of almost univers€4 
worship in Portugal : to her are addressed the prayerf 
pf women in labour or in any other circumstance^ 
of difiiculty and danger ; and to her are nmde <h^ 
those occasions all kinds of promises of reward, 
jin order to ^render her propitious, isuch as pounds 
pf WAX candles, bottles of oil, &c. The miracle$ 
which she works are certainly very great ; ibiH 
being thus well paid for her trouble, theoblig^t 
tion 4s greatly cancelled. ' - 

. N. S, da Penhade Franwfa has also uiiboundeil 
celebrity : besides waxen bgs^ arms, ^yes, breasts^ 

z 
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find buttocks^ with which her altars are firinged 
rounds the walls of her sanctuary are decorated 
all over with little pictures in oils (in a style wo]> 
thy of the subject) illustratiye of some of the 
myriads of miracles and cures performed by her. 

Things are conceived to be miraculous i& pro^ 
portion to the difficulty of achieving them : to give 
iherefore a good idea of the generality of these, I 
will dte a couple which most attracted my obser- 
vation. On a piece of board, of about sys inches 
by eight, was represented a man falling £rom a 
four-pair of stairs window^ and N. S. in a cloud, 
looking straight before her like a doll ; while un- 
demeatib were written these words. ^^ Milagre q' 
fez N- S, da P^ de F^* ftc.** '' Miracle performed 
by our Lady of P, F. on Manoel &c., who &lling 
from a four-pair of stairs window only broke one 
of his legs, when he might very easfly have frac- 
tured both.** 

Placed near this painting was another of similar 
dimensions, and apparently serving as a fellow to 
it. It exhibited a lady lying in bed, and N. S. in 
a cloud up in a corner of the room, looking, as in 
the former, any where but at the patient. The 
inscription imported as follows. ^' Milagre q* fez 
&c.'^ ^' Miracle performed by N. S. de P. F. on 
Donna Fufia de tal who, being confined to her bed 
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of a kret, took some medicine with great faith in 
tlie above lady and was cured/' 

These it will be allowed are not very miracu'- 
lous imracles^ any more than that which is always 
her accompanying mark of distinction; I mean' 
the man who in her portraits is invariably seen re- 
presented as sound asleep at her feet with a Ia« 
g^rto or enormous lizard close to his ear, from the 
mortal bite of which she is said, by her presence, 
to have saved him. Now it is well known to 
^very one in the least acquainted with the natural 
history of Portugal and Spain, that the reptile; so 
common in the southern climated of those coun« 
tries, called guana by the Spaniards and lagarto 
by the Portuguese, is the most inoffensive of all 
creatures. It is perfectly innoxious, and very easy 
to tame and to instruct in many odd tricks^. I have 
done so with many, and can therefore vouch for the 
truth of the assertion. 

In many parts of Portugal, as in Holland, the 
stork takes Up his abode on the church towers in 
the villages, and is held in great veneration as 
God*s own bird. Great offence would be given td 
the villagers by the destruction of any of these 
useful and inoffensive creatures. It is impossible 
to account for the feeling of superstitious aw^ 

z 2 
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which attaches to this bird in particular, other-r 
wise than by the ideas associated with the spot on 
which bti decidedly prefers to construct his abode. 
Hundreds of generations have been bred in th6 
■Bome nest on some of these steeples to the com- 
plete effacement of the walls whose surfaces are 
thickly incrusted with their excrement ; nay on 
the top of some an artificial steeple has been pro- 
duced by the accumulation of itj offering, at a dis- 
tance, much the appearance of the real one. 

I have already Implied that the Portuguese 
peasants are some of the best creatures breath^ 
ing ; tiiey ui fact unite iu their characters every 
thing which constitutes a virtuous people. The 
men are laborious and brave, and the women are 
chaste. For these good quahties they are solely 
indebted to Providence, and not in the least to 
their clergy, most of whom employ their leisure 
in devising means of debauching their female pa-* 
rishioliers. Such are the advantages of the vow 
of celibacy. I could cite instances which I havei 
witnessed from one end of Portugal to the othar,- . 
and Ukewise in Spain and France, in support of 
this assertion, but will confine myself to a few. 
In a eertain city in- Portugal, I was lodged for se- 
veral weeks in the house of a Franciscan friar, whoso- 



I 



I-} 



t 



■ . INSTANCES OF THIS. 341 

eontent liad been temporarily converted into an 
hospital.' This man lived in incestuous' icommerce' 
with his town sister. 

In the aldea (village) of S. B., I slept one night' 
ill the house of the curate. Previous to retiring- 
to rest we had a glass of wine together, when he' 
proposed to my companions and myself the choice^ 
of all the females in his parish, offering his imme-. 
diate services to procure them. At about mid- 
night I was awakened by a noise of footsteps in 
my room, and perceived by the light of the moon 
the two nephews (not to call them the illegitimater 
fions)^ of this holy man busily engaged over my 
canteen, in emptying the contents of my brandy 
bottles into an earthen jar for the pastor. 
'■ On my return through the same aldea about 
two- months afterwards, I found written (with 
chalk upon the curate's door) by a friend and 
counti^rman of mine who had preceded me by twcy 

days, " Dear dont billet yourself here, fop 

the rascal has stolen our silver sppons V 

^ The effrontery of the Portuguese clergy proceeds front 
their consciousness of impunity. A lavrador near Lisbon obn 
serving that the curate of his parish was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to debauch his wife or daughter (I am not sure 
which) accosted this holy man, who, under the pretence of 
going ^ shooting, was hovering about the house, threatening 
that unless he desisted from his purpose, steps would be takeu 
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The country to the northward of the Tagus is 
exoeecUngly mountainous and rugged; qnd the 
pine abounds in most parts, furnishing the in- 
habitants with a delicious fruit (pinho^) which 
they seU in Lisbon in strings like rosaries^ having: 
at their extrenuties small crosses made of the samie 
kernels* Here the olive tree is not so eommoaji 
nor ita Irqit so fine as in the southern provinces* 
The country south of the Ti^us is, with the exr* 
ception of that part of it nearest the river, chiefly 
covered with oak and cork trees ; and, the under* 
wood for many leagues together h conq)osed of 
the gum cestus. It is with this shrub that the 
bakers at Estremos and throughout the Alemtejo 
heat their oyeoB ; and the smell of it^^ which every 
where prevails, is truly deli^tfiil ; although to 
SK>me strangers it is at first very overpowering. 

There are two kinds of acorn produced by the 
oak with which the latter province abounds i and 
both serve as food for numerQu& herds of swine^ 



to compel him to do so. " I'll take good care to prevent that,** 
wa& the aofliR^ of the priest^ accoH^pcaiued by a discharge of 
hia fowling^ jikcQ m^ the farmiea:*^ braids. The hply miHrdorer 
was, it ift tme^ confioed for hk ofieoiee m the ea^tle oC S)« 
George^ but that was the whole e^^tent of his punishment^ 
But in rehtting isstejicies of d^wavity in thi$ cla$9 of mtm^ 
which have come uider m^ own observation, I m^t pro<;«0d 
for ever. 
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which, for the sweetness of thehr flesh, and the pe- 
culiar taste given to it by this description of food, 
are esteemed the best in Portugal. The sweet 
species of acorn are very pleasant to the taste ; 
and it is not unfrequent to see them form a part 
of the dessert at provincial tables. 

The cork tree is of various essential uses to the 
natives. At certain periods they separate the 
bark in cylindrical pieces from the trunk, and thus 
obtain a vessel which joined at top and bottom by 
small wooden pegs, serves two purposes : for bee 
hives, and receptacles for those olives which are 
prepared for the table. A cortif o (cork vessel) 
full of olives is sold in the Alemtejo for about a 
pound sterling : — ^that is when the fruit is of the 
best kind ; and it may not be out of place to re*» 
mark that the olives are so fine and large in the 
vicinity of Elvas, that they are almost invariably 
made to pass for those of Seville, not only in Lis- 
bon, but in other countries. 

I never saw apples of so large a size, or of such 
excellent flavour, as those of Montemor o Novo in 
the Alemtejo. This town is remarkable for the 
immense quantities of apples and quinces whicfar 
abound in the whole of its neighbourhood ; and 
erf these fruit trees the hedges are formed. The 
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speciea of the fonner called '^ bem postas'' are of 
deserved celebrity. 

A few leagues from Evpra in a northwest di- 
rection is a small yillago^ called Alcacovas de 
Rosaa from the quantities of beautilul moss roses 
growing wild about its hedges in every direction^ 
They are as numerous as the black berries in our 
own hedge-rows. 

The plums^ which grow at Guimaraens in the 
north of Portugal and are preserved by the nun& 
in round flat boxes ornamented with paper curi- 
ously cut^ are justly esteemed superior to the 
dried fruit of any country. The Portuguese are 
famous for their sweetmeats of every description ; 
quince marmalade^ candied pears^ and above all 
that delicious sweet called by them chilacayota ; 
which I believe is made principally of the abobra> 
9 long white kind of pumpkin or gourd. 

Besides these exquisite sweetmeats, they make 
particularly in the Alemtejo, a cake called by them 
*^ bolo podre,** the principal ingredients of which 
are the flour of maize or Indian com, oil and 
honey. It is really delicious ; and I never met 
with an Englishman who did not find it so, until 
told that oil was a principal ingredient, and then 
it would have been unnational not to call it detest'^ 
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able. I have witnessed the same prejudice witli 
respect to dishes prepared, with garlic. 

The figs in the Algarve * form a chiief part of 
the commerce of that province, or kingdom as it 
ia termed. Besides those which are exported in 
ceiras (round baskets), great quantities are mixed 
up with sweet almonds, and made into the shape 
of rabbits, birds, &c. to be brought upon table at 
dessert. This mixture is of a very delicious fla4 
vour. 

Great quantities of marinated atum (a fish 
caught in the bay of Cadiz) is prepared and ex- 
ported in small barrels by the Algarvian» : — ^it im 
too oleaginous and rich to eat much of. 

The spirituous liquor most generally fabricated 
atd consumed by the natives of Portugal i$ 
aguardente d'Erva doce, or brandy of aniseed. 
Of. thisi the people drink great quantities, and 
strangers very soon arrive at liking it, although i| 
may not at first appear inviting to the palate. 
The use of any light beverage such as beer or 
cider is unknown. If a Portuguese enters a 
'* loja de Bebidas** to quench his thirst, he asks 
for a lemonade or a glass of capillaire, the former 
of which they have a particular knack of well pre- 

* In Moorish, Algarbia, which signifies fertile country. 
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paring; which is I believe attributable to fhdr 
sweetening it with capillaire instead of sugar. 

Many individuals have however tried^ and with 
some degree of success, the speculation of opening 
cellars for the sale of bottled-beer in some of the 
principal streets of the metropolis, where fo^ 
reigners, particularly Grermans, are constantly seen 
playing at draughts, chess, or backgammon, smok-* 
ing segars and drinking beer. This manner of 
spending a leisure moment became quite the fa* 
ddon in Lisbon immediately after the wa]^; but it 
is di£ScuIt to bend the palate to a fashion, however 
willing. we maybe to do so for mode sake; and I 
have frequently observed a group of young Lisbon 
Bloods sit down with great courage to bottled 
beer and segaxs and strive with all their might to 
swallow their potations without exhibiting by their 
faces how repugnant it was to their tastes. Such 
are the painful sacrifices of folly to fashion t 
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CHAPTER XX. 



POLITICAL CONSPIRACY AT LISBON IN 1817. 



In devoting my concluding chapter to the melan- 
tjholy scene which fonns the subject of the two pre- 
settt drawmgs, I shaU confine myself to a shnple 
statement of those facts which were permitted to 
meet the public eye. State trials in Portugal^ as 
well of those of other descriptions^ being conducted 
in perfect secrecy^ all attempts to explain what 
we do not know would only tend to lead into 
error. 

• In 1817 a conspiracy was discovered to have 
been formed to overthrow the existing order of 
government ; and the parties concerned in it were 
arrested^ on the eve of the day appointed for the 
commencement of their operations. 
■ The trial of the whole of the conspirators, 
amounting in number to about five and twenty, 
was as usual kept so secret that nothing was 
known^ even by the families of the offenders, of 
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the fate which awaited them. Only one execution 
for treason having been known to take place for a 
great number of years^ the unusual nature of iJie 
crime^ and the confidence reposed in the king^s 
character for lenity^ tranquillized the minds of all 
those connected with the offenders and prevented 
apprehension for their Uves. 

The day however arrived when each criminal 
was to be made acquainted withhis impending fate. 
That some were to suffer was well known for 
about a fortnight before the day of executipn^ by 
reason of the difficulty said to exist of pifqcuring a 
couple of executioners ; one not being deemed suf- 
ficient^ and the place of the head one not hayings 
since his demise^ been filled up. * It was custom- 
ary in Portugal that the hangman should be a 
Qulprit imder sentence of deaths respited during 
pleasure for the performance of these functions. 

The Limoeiro or common jail^ was at this mo- 
ment filled with men so circumstanced ; but every 
one of them refused to accept of the situation^ 
which was offered in this moment of necessity. 
One wretch in particular had been in the Limoeiro 
thirteen years. On his entrance into it> he was 
condemned to death for his twelfth murder ; and 
the place of hangman being vacant he volunteered 
to fill it. This was refused him, but such is the 
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ftlovenly manner of dispendng justice in Portugal 
that they had forgotten to hang him ; and he had 
thus remained^ as I have ahove said, thirteen years. 
He would have still heen unnoticed^ hut that in 
rioting with a fellow prisoner he happened to stick 
his knife into his comrade's heart; and this re* 
minded tiie justices of what they had before for- 
gotten* The place of executioner was offered him 
now, as an only alternative by which he might hop0 
to prolong his days; but this he spumed at, say-* 
ing that when he had thought it worth having, it 
was refused him, and that now that he had been 
so long in prison, he preferred (if equaUy agree- 
able to them) being hanged. 

He was accordingly gratified in his wishes, more 
out of spleen at his refusal, than as a fair reward 
for his misdeeds. This man's Jirst murder was 
committed ui»ler the following circumstances. 
He was wandering about in the woods between 
Aldea Gallego and Montemor o novo ; when oh* 
serving a substantial looking lavrador coming along 
the road on his mule, he threw himself down on 
the ground and began to moan in the most pite- 
ous manner, pretending to have been taken seri- 
ously ill from hunpfer and want. The good lav- 
rJ. UA comfj^ on the tapcto, .ad <*ered 
to take him to his own hoiue, which waa not nMiny 
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miles distant : and witli his assistance the villaiii 
was at last seated behind him on his mule. This 
was the fellow's object and they had not proceeded 
far, befc^re he stabbed his beue&ctor through the 
heart and rode off mth his money and mule^ He 
was however soon taken up and th]X>Wn into jailj 
but his uncle coining forivard with a little of that 
which prevails more or less in every country and 
in every case, the fellow was released* ... 

As he was well aware of the <;aus0 of his re^ 
lease, an idea occurred to him that had ,never en-^ 
teredhis head hefore, which was^.that his uncle 
must be possessed of money, since he came down 
with it so readily to save a nephew whom he had 
scarcely ever seen. His resolution w^ soon taken; 
and on his imcle's birth day, under pretence of 
paying him the customary congratulations^ and at 
the same time to express how grateful were his 
feelings for the late signal service rendered him, 
he went to his house in the country* Whilst em- 
bracing the good man, he observed that, with the 
exception of a child, there Was no one else in the 
house. He therefore stabbed his uncle through 
the back, and robbed the house quite leisurely, 
having first secured the doors. When such men 
as these are fourteen or fifteen years trying to get ^ 
hanged, when twelve murders are hardly sufficient 
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to attract the serious attention of justice^ an idea 
may be fonned of the nature of its administration 
in Portugal. 

This wretch, as I have above stated, having re- 
fused to become hangman, and no one else being 
found who chose to take upon himself that office, 
it becmne necessary to send to Oporto for tiiat 
city's executioner, who having at length arrived, 
measures began to be taken for the speedy en- 
forcement of the sentences. The public still con- 
tinued in ignorance pf what was to take place, and 
only were able to conclude that some were to suf- 
fer, from the circumstance of the unusual sight of 
a gallows being erected on the Campo de S. Anna, 
and several corps of troops being ordered to repair 
to the ground at a certain hour in the morning, 
whilst others were directed to form near the Li- 
moeiro and await the arrival of the civil power. 
These at length arrived, with the brotherhood of 
the misericordia carrymg the banner of our lady 
„d «« ^n, and Z^panW b, a nu.be, of 
monks, as confessors and comforters of those whose 
sentence it was to suffer. 

The whole of the accused were then drawn out 
of their dungeons, and collected in the passage, 
from whence they were called according as they 
stood on the magistrate's list, to have their sen- 
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tences read to tliem. Here soiae, wBo least les^ 
pected it, learnt that they, were rdeased; otkeBS 
that they must embark forthwith for. Pedraa N&f 
graa ; one> a foreigner, was sent out of the ooun- 
^; whilst twelve were informed that ihey wece 
ynUm ja few hours of terminating their career hy 
m ignominious death. The latter were then iair 
piediately strq>ped of the elothes they had ob in 
prison, and equipped in a white cotton gam, "with 
a hood to it for the purpose of drawing t>¥er the 
face. Each had a rope of several yards in Imgdi 
tied round Im waist with a large coil of it behind; 
They were aU barefoot, and had their heads ixmxh 
yered. - ■ •':,•.■•.•.. .,-, >■ 

As soon as the suff^ers were thus |nrepared, two 
pr three monlj^s took possession of eadi, in order 
tp shrive him of his sins ; and the procession moved 
slowly and moumAilly towards the place i»f ^esecu^ 
tion. It was nearly twelve o'clodk yrben they ar- 
rived there, although they had started at about 
ten, and the distance wad scarcdy more than a 
9iile ^nd a quarter : so loth are we to quit life, 
and so great is our hope even to the last moment. 
It was found necessary to allow the condenmed to 
sit down every now and then, such was the ex- 
hausted and emaciated state of most of them : — • 
indeed I never recollect having seen such misera«^ 
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ble spectre-like looking beings as these men* 
Their beards had grown to a prodigious length ; 
owing to 'their having h^ea revised the 4ise of 
ra8orB idjoring their imprisomnent. T%ieur dress 
being exoei^ively scanty, their hends and feel bare, 
the day exceedingly cold, and tiieir feelings not 
calcolatod to rei^e them much, all these cironufi* 
stances tended to augment the sadness ^ their 
9^)pearanee. 

The &re MesiH abpve mentioned were for the 
purpose of carrjring away for private interment the 
bodies of those whose sentence did not extend to 
b^uEig burnt. Of the twelve /sentenced only eleven 
were executed here; the twelfth being incarcerated 
in Fort S. JuUan, was executed in the morning 
early of the isanie day on the grouBd opposite to 
lliat fort^ Ins body was burnt, and his ashes being 
thrown into the Tagus, the executioners then re^ 
turned under escort to Lisbon, and joimng the 
cortege at liie door of the Limoekro, mai?ched with 
it to the Campo de S. Amia. 

The sentence of those six fw whom biers were 
not brought, was> that after being hanged they 
should be decapitated,, burnt, and their ashes 
thrown into the river. A pile of pitcb barrels, 

underwood, and other combusliUes had therefore 
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beea erected during the same night, within a few 
paces of the gallows. 

In imy other -country the prospect of a scene 
like this would have attracted crowds of people ; 
and places and windows; would have been let at 
extravagant prices ; but to the honor of the Por^ 
tuguese nation, a feeling diametrically opposite 
was evinced on all sides. From the xiioment: that 
the hammers of the artificers were heajrd erecting 
during the night the necessary preparatlon3 for the 
dismal scene of the following day,, every family re- 
siding in the Campo: de S* Anna betook itself to 
retire into the country in order to avoid witnessing- 
it. I was on the ground at an early hour, and 
did not leave it until a very lat^ pjae, wd.can ther^ 
fore affirm that of all the houses in the Campo de 
S. Anna there was not one single instance of a 
window being otherwise than closely shut up, both 
sashes and shutters. The feW; persons who ap- 
peared on the ground were entirely of the canaille, 
as I did not observe a well dressed individual 
amongst them.. Even the greater part of these 
were women of the lowest orders. 

The troops formed a square enclosing a consi- 
derable space ; they were as follows ;, the 16th, regi- 
ment of infantry, called by the Portuguese Vieira 
Telles from the name of its old commanding of- 
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i^cer ; several companies of police infantry; a 
squadron of police cavalry ; and a squadron of the 
Alcantara regiment of cavalry^ 

Immediate round the gallows stood the suf- 
ferers^ their monks^ the brotherhood of mercy^ and 
the oflScers of justice. One of the ktter^ who was 
provided with a- list> called out the name of the in- 
dividual whose tum^ it was* to suffer, upon which 
the- executioner and his assistant who were stand- 
ing at the foot of the ladder came fdrward to as- 
sist llie unwilling culprit* to mount it.- Here it 
became evident that they had all entertained hopes 
of p^xlon- up till the last moment';, and when these 
suddenly vanished, they exhibited an agony of de- 
spair which, it would be- vain ta describe,- Pinto, 
9n. ensign of the 16th foot (then dn- the ground)^ 
was the first who ascended : it is unpbssible to 
form a just idea of thi& man's countenance when 
ordered by the execiitioner to end his devotions, 
and on seeing the monk prepare to descend the 
ladder. The same rope with which each indivi- 
dual came' provided served to hang him. When 
seated at a convenient height near the top of the 
ladder, the rope wasloosened firom their waists; one" 
end of it formed into a noose round the neck, and 
the other fastened to the gallows. Whilst the 
hangman was doing this, his assistant W|ts' tying- 
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tlie offender's feet together, (his hands were tied 
on leaving the prison) and tlie confessor, holding a 
crucifix before his eyes, urged him to leave none 
of liis sins ujirevealed. When all was ready, the 
executioner made sign to the monk to have done ; 
then drawing the hood over the culprit's fece, he 
placed his left foot between his wrists as in a stirrup, 
and giving a signal to the assistant below to detach 
the man's feet from the ladder, both suif^rer and 
hangman swung off together, the latter riding on 
the neck of the former. By this means death is 
mdch more expeditious tlian in our mode of hang- 
ing, however revolting the manner of it may ap- 
pear to nations unused to it. 

One individual in particular, named' Cabral^ 
eviiieed the greatest terror at death. When liis 
prayers were over, and the executioner became 
impatient, this poor young wretch begged in 
the most piteous language to be allowed to soy 
only one more act of contrition, which being 
granted, he begged for another and another; then 
prayed for leave to breathe one minute more ; audi 
when at last the hangman drew down liis cap and 
prepared to swing off with him, such was the con- 
vulsive agony of the sufferer, that notwithstanding 
his emaciated state, and the pondrous weight of 
the hangman, he fairly lifted the latter up, and 
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burstihg the Hgature of his bands> tnd: seizing the^ 
noos;^ which began to tighten tound his neek^ it 
was with difficulty ihey could detach his fingers 
firom it 

Some of the prisoners were so weak and 
e^diausted, that it was found necessary to procure 
cfaaara for them. Each eisecution took, about half 
an hour, so that it may Well be hnogined that the^ 
last must have been pretty well eidiausted with!, 
cold, hunger, £a,tigue, and horror. The monks^ 
^ipeared to me to do their duty on this occasion 
with much credit to lliemselves, and with more ap . 
pearance of real feeling than I could have expected^ 
to see in men of their abandoned lives; All that; 
I heard liiem say appeiaied to be very mucb to the: 
purpose; and when after their entreaties; ^thex 
dying: sinners made avowals of the heinousness of: 
their projected crimes, the former urged them to- 
i^eak out in order that the world might hear them 
confess the justice of their sentence. Eadh of them: 
in his turn, acknowledged: tliat the object, of the 
conspiracy was not only the subversion of the eii^i 
isting order of things ; but that it was atiso dihi 
rected to other views which, if tiiey had' succeeded,- 
must have been productive of the greatest possible 
confusion. They begged pardon of their sove-. 
leign, and of every mdividual in. thestatp, .and^ 






those who left families implored the con 
their countrymen towards the helpless t 
condition of their wives and children. 

As the government did not appear t 
gather without its apprehensions as to 
quiUity of the people during the execn 
law on the above persons, the Campo ^ 
was chosen in preference to any other s] 
to it being fiiUy commanded by the c 
George; on the. oppodte hill which comp 
into it. The officers commandiHg the ti 
also exceedingly vigilant, and this feeli 
trust of the peo{de seems to have 
amongst the troops, for at about half-p 
mght a murmur was heard in. rear ol 
foot, from, some cause which was neve 
explained ; and as. it continued to encre 
be attended with some mov^nent and 
troops without wdtiijg for instructioni 
the right about and charged the rabble. 

The confusion wUch this produced is 
able : every one being then suddeidy 
that there was a rising amongst, the p 
officers of justice took to their heels, 
followed their example, the banner of J 
hora da misericordia was thrown aw 
bearer; the.lanthoms- were. knocked to 
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the patibulum abandoned by every one excepting 
^e bangman, his assistant, and a poor wretch sit-* 
jting at the top of the ladder with the moon shin* 
ing fiill in his face, in which I could perceive a 
glinunermg of hope that the confusion might be 
productive of an alteration in his destiny. 

It may be asked how I could have made this 
.observation, seemg tiiat there everywhere reigned 
such consternation ; to this I will answer, that 
'Although I had at the first impulse done as I saw 
others do, that is, take to my heels, I no sooner 
heard the voice of the brigadier calling out *' na6 
he nada** — nothing is the matter, than I lost no 
time in resuming my post, not to let a single op- 
portunity elapse of making my observations. By 
degrees tranquillity was restored, the fragments of 
txur Lady's lanthoms were picked up, some of the 
monks and justices resumed their places, and the 
poor wretch at the top of the ladder was turned 
joflEl 

It was now ten o'clock at night, and the foot of 
the gallows was one pomplete heap of dead bodies. 
Those who were allowed burial were removed in 
the biers, that is, the five first that came to hand, 
for I did not observe that any choice was made, 
and i% then became necessary to get the other six 
up on the platform of boards placed over the pile 
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fxf oondnistihles. This operation was not an easy 
one, for both the execution's had been working 
once idle morning without taldng any refreidm^enty 
and were ccHisequently very much exhausted mi 

The night began to darken, the cloud& oocar 
sionally intercepting the light of the nuxm. It 
therefore wa. necessary to procure toidies ^hich 
were . giyen to some galley diaves to hold^ who 
were chained by the leg two by two. It was also 
attempted to get them to drag the bodies up on 
ihe pile^ but the attempt was not only fruitless 
but productive of still greater inconvenience ; for 
4;hese cut-throat looking rascals considered ibe 
proposal of their touclung an ^ enfbrcado" (a 
Jbanged body) so derogatory to their dignity imd 
honor, that all with one accord threw down tbeir 
torches in the most violent rage, ^wearing that 
they should now consider themselves disgraced tf 
they even contributed to light up such a scene» 
To compel them was out of the question: they 
swore it was not their duty ; that they were gal- 
ley slaves but not hangmen or hangmen's assist- 
ants ; and without waiting for farther orders they 
walked oflP the ground with the feeble escort that 
guarded them, consisting of a few old veterans. 

Bread and wine were therefore procured for the 
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hangoum and his assistant who^ having ga&ared A 
little more strength^ succeeded at last in dragging 
the six bodies by the heels up the little ladder 
and placing them in a row on the platform. This 
done, they unsheathed their long knives and per* 
formed the operation of amputating the heads 
ii^th astonishing dexterity. Nothing now re- 
mained to be done but the burning of the bodies; 
The pile being set fire to (m all sides, soon blazed 
19 with much violence. 

At first I observed nothing particular about the 
bodies ; but, no sooner were the strings consumed 
which tied the hands together, than both mms 
sprung up and remained stretched out ; <^e finr 
gers dropping off one by one. Tl^ same thing 
happened to the lower extremities. These effects 
of fire upon dead carcases were construed by 
some of the ignorant bystanders into superhuman 
proofs of the innocence of men, whom they had 
just before heard making a full confession of re- 
bellious l^tratagems. Some exclaimed '' See how 
he extends his arm to attest his innocence in the 
sight of heaven." 

The pile being entirely consumed, some cinders 
v^ere gathered out of mere form and scattered by 
the hangman in the Tagus ; after which he was 
reconducted to his dungeon previous to his return 
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to Oporto : — ^for it must be understood that the 
hangmen in Portugal are always in close confine- 
ment for life, although in other respects they are 
well ofl^ being paid and fed, besides having certain 
perquisites on occasions where their ministry is 
required. 

The sketch, from which these two drawings 
were made, was tistkeh on the spot. The second 
is precisely similar to the first with the sole difier- 
ence of the lapse of time of two or three minutes. 
The same culprit who in the first is sitting on the 
ladder is in the second already turned off; arid a 
similar progress of time will be observed in all the 
other personages. The process of hanging here 
de£(cribed is that which is in use all over Portugal 
when offenders are sentenced to death. 



THE END. 
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